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President's Report
Roberto SadKowski, K6KM

I’m excited  to  step  into  the  role  of  President  of
NCCC.  It’s a role with real responsibility, but also
a great opportunity to keep building on what makes
this  club  special—top-notch  contesting,  technical
know-how, and a strong sense of camaraderie.

A big  thank  you  to  our  Board  of  Directors  and  Officers  for  their
continued support.  Their experience and steady guidance keep the club
moving in the right direction.

Looking ahead, one of our main priorities is growing and engaging our
membership.  To keep NCCC strong, we need to bring in new operators,
help them get on the air, and create more opportunities for everyone to
participate—whether  that’s  through  contests,  mentoring,  technical
discussions, or just getting on and having fun. 

We’re also putting more emphasis on getting together in person.  Our
next in-person meeting will be on May 19th, where we’ll talk about our
NCCC club plans—I hope to see many of you there.

One  more  thing—we’re  still  looking  for  a  volunteer  to  step  into  the
VP/Contest  Chair role.   If  you’re  interested  in  helping  shape  the
direction of the club, this is a great way to get involved.

By working together, we can keep improving our skills, supporting each
other, and making sure NCCC stays at the forefront of amateur radio
contesting.

Looking forward to a great year ahead.
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NCCC MEETING
https://nccc.cc/meetings.html

18 May 5:30 PM
Tony & Alba's Pizza

San Jose
[see Secretary's report for details]

ZOOM details will be published via email list

https://nccc.cc/meetings.html
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2026-2027 Club Offficers

President:  Roberto Sadkowski, K6KM

 no photo Vice-President/Contest Chair:  OPEN

Secretary:  Gary Johnson, NA6O

Treasurer:  David West, KO6M [acting]

Director:  Jim Brown, K9YC

Director:  Chris Tate, N6WM

Director:  Ed Radlo, AJ6V

Past President:  David West, KO6M



Upcoming State/Province QSO Parties
Thanks to WA7BNM

https://contestcalendar.com/stateparties.php

State/Province Dates/Times

Arkansas
Kentucky
Atlantic Canada
West Virginia
Alabama
Maryland/DC
Hawaii

16 May 1400Z to 17 Mar 0200Z
6 Jun 1300Z to 7 Jun 0100Z
7 Jun 1400Z to 8 Jun 0100Z
20 Jun 1600Z to 21 Jun 0400Z
25 Jun 1500Z to 26 Jun 0300Z
8 Aug 1400Z to 9 Aug 0400Z
22 Aug 1600Z to 24 Aug 0200Z

The Big One

CQ WPX CW 30 May 0000Z to 31 May 2400Z

May/June is pretty much a vacant desert in the major contest sense. 

Weekly CW (1 hr) Events

ID DAY UTC EXCH WPM SPONSOR

SST
Fri 2000 - 2100

Name+SPC <20 K1USN
Mon 0000 - 0100

MST

Mon 1300 - 1400

Name+QSO# 20-25 ICWCMon 1900 - 2000

Tue 0300 - 0400

CWT

Wed 1300 - 1400

Name+CWO#
or

Name+SPC
20->ꝏ CWops

Wed 1900 - 2000

Thu 0300 - 0400

Thu 0700 - 0800
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Thursday FT4 NCCC Sprint
The Northern California Club is again pleased to sponsor our weekly FT4 Sprint, aka FT4NS (NCCC Sprint).  
This contest is held every Friday UTC between 0100Z and 0130Z (Thursday evening in North America). Non-
North  American  stations  are  welcome  to  participate.  No  logs  are  necessary;  please  submit  your  score
to 3830scores.com using  the  "NCCC FT4  Sprint"  template.  FT4  NS  Sprint  Rules  are posted
at:  https://www.  ncccsprint.com/ns.html  See you on the screen!  Frequencies: 1839, 3575, 7047.5 (also 7080),
14080, 21140, 28180, 50318.

Secretary's Message
Gary Johnson, NA6O

The new NCCC Board is looking forward to improving our club in several ways, based on feedback from a
survey of our members last year.  A brief presentation, "NCCC Moving Forward," will be followed by an open
discussion.  The times they are changing...  Please join us and help to improve YOUR club.

You should receive an RSVP message from MemberPlanet.  Please sign up soon so that we know how many are 
attending.  If you don't get that message, here is a link that anyone can use (ignore the "may_12" in the link):

https://www.memberplanet.com/events/nccckb/nccc_meeting_may_12_2026

We will also be on Zoom.  No need to RSVP if you are just going to be online, but we'd really like to see you in 
person!  This will be a very informal, social meeting at Tony & Alba's Pizza in San Jose.  We will order pizzas 
and then pass the hat, so please bring cash with you to help pay the bill.

5:30 pm: Gathering

6:00 pm: Pizza is served

6:30 pm: Presentation (also on Zoom; link will follow later)

8:00 pm: Closing time

Future meetings will be held IN-PERSON as much as possible, with a rotation between North, East, and South 
Bay area:

June 13: "Propagation" with Bob Cox, K3EST. Joint meeting with MLDXCC in Isleton, CA at noon.

July:  WRTC wrap-up

August: CQP Preview with Dean Wood, N6DE

September: NCCC family picnic

Gary Johnson, NA6O  
gwj@me.com
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2025-2026 Club Awards

KB Awards

Rookie of the Year:
Don Reynolds, W2DON

Contester of the Year:
Roberto Sadkowski, K6KM

Making the Most of Low Power
Don Taylor, K6GHA

Contest Expeditioner
Denny Sahovic, KX7M

Most Valuable Player
Dean Wood, N6DE

Moving On Up:
Larry Mitchell, KF6NCX

Doing Great Things:
Ron Castro, N6IE

Keeping Us Together:
Rick Tavan, N6XI

Team Builder:
Mike Heideman, N7MH

Back in the Saddle
Tom McShane, NW6O

Most Improved Contester
Rich Muller, WN6A

SILVER

First Place
   Ian, W6TCP

Second Place:
   Mike, KM6R

Third Place:
   Rich, WN6A

PLATINUM

First Place:
   Ed, AJ6V

Second Place:
   David, WD6T

Third Place:
   Andy, AE6Y

GOLD

First Place:
   Roberto, K6KM
     [Largest score increase]

Second Place:
   Al, K6RIM

Third Place:
...Tom, NW6P

BRONZE

First Place:
Don, W2DON

Second Place:
Kevin, K6EY

Third Place:
John, W6WZZ
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The
Lumber
Yard

Awards and Kudos for NCCC Members



Raise Your Hand If You Remember This
Historical Musings For A Slow News Month

In a recent e-mail conversation with Alan, AD6E/KH6TU, building milliwatt TX/regen RX using the brand new
Raytheon CK722 transistor came up.

One of Alan's comments was:  “I remember the CK722 quite well. In 8th grade I tried making a simple audio
amplifier with one but I had no clue how it worked. And, it didn't. Much later (years) I figured out why. I used an
audio coupling capacitor supposed to be 2uF from the schematic I was copying from the GE Transistor Manual,
but for some reason I had a 2pf capacitor. OK,  I do remember why. I went to our local electronics surplus store
in town for parts. I stammered and said I wanted a "two micro .. uh .. microfarad capacitor". The cigar chomping
owner (Dutch) said "OK, two mickeymikes". I didn't know what that meant and I walked away with this tiny thing
that cost a nickel.   Funny, I can't remember what I ate for breakfast but I remember that. “

Seemed like every town then had a Radio-Electronics store, some had more than one, almost always with one or
more gruff older guy(s) behind the counter.  They didn't carry receivers or transmitters, they carried the parts that
you used to make receivers and transmitters.  If Mom and Dad had chosen your home well, there was also a store
that  carried the radio/electronic flotsam and jetsam from WW2 at  prices your paper route and lawn mowing
business could handle.  I was lucky ... I had Mac's Radio Supply a short bike ride from home, and Sam's Surplus
up in Los Angeles that Dad would occasionally drive me to.

And, around 1954, the CK722 became the first transistor available to the ham community at a reasonable price at
those Radio-electronics stores, and from the Allied Radio and Radio Shack catalogs.  It was a PNP, germanium-
alloy,  point-contact transistor about as tall  as the length of your thumbnail  with three moderately long wires
sticking out the bottom.  This was ideal since I soldered at the ends and could then clip out the transistor and use it
in another project.

Transistors were a learning experience since we were familiar with vacuum tubes [constant voltage devices] and
transistors  are  constant  current  devices,  but  the  “Popular  <mumbles>”,  QST,  and  CQ  were  packed  with
construction articles for everything from Alan's audio amp for that crystal receiver you built  to the milliwatt
transmitters and regenerative receivers that would follow.  There are a few builders of radios left, but for the most
part home built transmitters and receivers have followed the Radio-Electronics stores into history.
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Antenna Raising at NC6D
Gary Johnson, NA6O

NCCC member David Chan, NC6D, lives in San Francisco and unfortunately has been QRT for quite a while
after his antenna mast failed in the wind. Being a blind ham, he definitely needed assistance. After some design
and fabrication work (and thanks to Scott, AF6RT, for doing the site recon), I put together a sturdy mast and an
equally-sturdy team to get the job done.

David’s house has a microscopic back "yard", if you can call it that, but like any ham he has managed to get
something up in the air. Antennas now consist of a 25-foot mast supporting a 2m/70cm vertical and a random-
wire all-band inverted-L fed by an SGC-230 automatic tuner at the base. Previously, the tuner had been installed
way up the mast and also lacked radials. The new installation is easier to maintain, looks more like an inverted-L,
and there are now some radials run around the periphery of the yard. Robust common-mode chokes were installed
on all the cables; he had previously had problems with RF in the shack and hopefully most of that has been
alleviated.

 Our crew consisted of Greg, KK6PXT, and his helper Kevin Reasoner. They’ve both done a lot of work with me
up at N6RO and know how to get the job done. Kevin did the heavy work, earning a PhD (Post hole Digger) and
served as our cement mixer. A 3-ft piece of 2-in pipe was placed in the ground and the tapered aluminum mast
slipped into that. Radials were shallow-buried around the yard as best we could after helping David’s XYL Judy
clear some brush.

 Things were going well it seemed. But once we pulled the wire up, it was touching the edge of the parapet—not
good! So how do we get on the roof, three stories up? David said someone had previously done so by placing a
20-ft extension ladder on the neighbor’s porch. Ex-fireman Greg looked it over and agreed that would be safe. He
was just about to head to the hardware store to buy a ladder when the neighbor drove in. Greg asked if it might be
alright if we used his porch in this manner. Not only did the guy say yes, he pulled the required ladder out of his
garage! Clearly the stars were aligned for our project.  Greg went up, re-rigged the wire attachments and the
problem was solved.

 David fired up his TS-590S to give it a test. By the way, the TS-590 with its optional VGS-1 voice guide is the
most accessible radio on the market and is used by the majority of blind hams. A couple of presses of the Tune
button and the SGC-230 successfully did its magic. It even tuned on 10m, which had been unreliable in the past.
He grabbed his mike and after a couple of calls worked a special event station. I also noticed that his RFI level is
not bad at all. So now the rare SFRA section has another active station.

We’re talking about some mighty big smiles here, folks. It was a long day, but tremendously rewarding for us all.
Hams have always done things like this, and membership in a club like NCCC is a great place to connect and help
one another.
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Visit to Muns' Vineyard
Tom McShane, NW6P

On May 3,  I  drove to Muns Vineyard in Los Gatos at  2800 ft  elevation,  where I  was greeted by Ed Muns
(W0YK), Dave (W6NL) and Barb (K6BL) Leeson and Trey Garlough (N5KO).I wore my YK0A shirt from trip to
Damascus in the mid 1990s where I first met Ed.  The view was magnificent,  we could see Santa Cruz and
Monterey Bay.

JUG  #646 – 052026 9/15D



 Editor Notes
Well, Cap and Gown Season arrives … a time when your middle-schooler ambles down the aisle 
with his/her schoolmates and launches his or her High School adventure.1  The solemn ceremony 
will likely include a traditional well-known march, usually more resembling a solemn plod, 
played by the middle school band.  We all know it:

A little known clause in the First Amendment states, “The right of each middle school band member to play in his 
or her own chosen key shall not be abridged.”  Thus, with a multitude of close harmonies, the graduates plod 
slowly into the hall … the boys poking each other and at least one tripping over nothing, while the girls are all 
chatting … bringing us to

The Grad Plod [GP] Quiz

Preliminary note:  WD6T may participate in this quiz but shall not share in any resulting fame and/or fortune for 
correct answers and he knows why.  David should not distress over this blatant discrimination however since the 
quiz offers neither of those nor any other awards for correct answers.

#1:  Who composed the work we know as the GP?

#2:  What is the name of the work containing the GP?

#3:  The work actually contains several sub-parts, only one of which is the GP we know and love. 
(Thankfully, most middle school bands skip all the res).  What name did the composer give to the 
GP sub-part? 

#4 - Bonus:  The composer often created works honoring friends.  Name the friend honored by 
the work which includes the GP?

#5 - Bonus+  What is the composer's honorific title?

[use of search engines, encyclopedia(s), CoPilot, Siri, Bixby, Alexa, and any other AI sources will result in immediate DQ]

Email your entries to k6dgwnv@gmail.com prior to the Jun JUG deadline.  The Jun JUG will contain the 
answers and quiz results … if there actually are any.

1 A fun time for you too that includes teaching to drive, leaping insurance rates, and opposite sex trials and travails.
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Con lentezzo

----------------------------------DIT----------------------
DAAAH-------------------DIT---------------------------
-----------DAAAH---DIT--------------------------------
---------------------------------------DAAAH------------
--------------------------------------------------DAAAH-
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NCCC Membership Information

If you wish to join NCCC, please fill out an application 
for membership, which will be read and voted upon at our 
monthly meeting.  To join, you must reside within club 
territory which is defined as everything in California north
of the Tehachapi's up to the Oregon state line, and part of 
northwestern Nevada (anything within our ARRL 175-
mile radius circle centered at 10 miles north of Auburn on 
Highway 49).

Life Memberships

Life memberships are $250.00  Contact 
secretary.nccc@gmail.com.  Members who have reached 
80 years of age have and been an NCCC member for 20 or
more years are eligible for Honorary Life Membership 
(“80/20 Rule”).  Contact secretary.nccc@gmail.com

JUG Articles Wanted!

Please consider submitting an article!    The preferred 
format is plain, unformatted ASCII text  MS Word 
(.doc/.docx) are acceptable,  Pictures should be as high a 
resolution as available.  Please do not spend time 
formatting your submittal, the templates will re-format 
everything.  Send your material to k6dgwnv@gmail.com 

Northern California Contest Club Reflector—Guidelines

The NCCC email reflector is devoted to the discussion of contesting.  Topics include contests, station building, 
dxpeditions, technical questions, contesting questions, amateur radio equipment wants/sales, score posting, 
amateur radio meetings/ conventions, and membership achievements.  Postings may not include personal attacks, 
politics, or off-subject posts.  Such postings will be considered a violation of the Guidelines

Find NCCC on Social Media

Facebook: “Northern California Contest Club”

X (aka Twitter): “NCCCKB” 
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About   NCCC
Officers and Directors
President: Roberto Sadkowski, K6KM
Vice-President/Contest Chairman:  VACANT
Secretary: Gary Johnson, NA6O
Treasurer: David West, KO6M  [acting]
Director: Jim Brown, K9YC
Director: Chris Tate, N6WM
Director: Ed Radlo, AJ6V
Past President: David West, KO6M

Volunteers
Charter Member: Rusty Epps, W6OAT
Awards Chair: Gary Johnson, NA6O
California QSO Party Chair: Dean Wood, N6DE
QSL Mgr [K6ZM]: VACANT
QSL Mgr [K6CQP/N6CQP/W6CQP]: Dean Wood, N6DE
NAQP Teams: VACANT
NA CW Sprint Teams: Bob Vallio, W6RGG
NCCC Email Reflector Admin: Phil Verinsky, W6PK
Worked All CA Counties Award: Fred Jensen, K6DGW
Photographer: Bob Wilson, N6TV

NCCC Thur Night Contesting:     ncccsprint.com

                                                    radiosport.world/ladder
NCCC Sprint: Bill Haddon N6ZFO/4 n6zfo@arrl.net
                       Vic Diccico vicd@uwaterloo.ca
NS CW Ladder: Bill Haddon, N6ZFO/4   n6zfo@arrl.net 
                          Tim Shoppa tshoppa@gmail.com
FT4/8 Sprint: Dennis W1UE egan.dennis88@gmail.com
Communications
Webmaster: John Miller, K6MM
Webinars: Bill Fehring, W9KKN
Membership: Gary Johnson, NA6O/Ian Parker, W6TCP

JUG Editor
Fred Jensen, K6DGW: k6dgwnv@gmail.com
Home: 775.501.5488
Cell: 530.210.0778
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NCCC Lands’ End   Store
We are pleased to announce that the new NCCC Land’s End store is online! You can choose from an array of 
shirts, jackets, and hats and apply your choice of custom-embroidered NCCC logos: A plain one, or one that also 
says Fifty Years. And, you can personalize your item by adding your name and/or call sign. The store is open 24/7
and items are shipped directly to you. No more waiting for everyone else to make up their minds on a group 
purchase. 

https://business.landsend.com/store/nccc/ or from the NCCC website:  http://nccc.ccc/members/lestore.html 
Thanks to W6TCP for helping to set this up. Instructions for purchases from Lands’ End NCCC Store

1. Go to https://business.landsend.com/store/nccc/

2. Click on Men’s or Women’s link, then choose item(s) 

3. Pick color, inter quantity of each size you want to order. 

4. Click Apply Logos and Personalizations. This will display the logo choices. Try them out. It will show 
you what they look like on your chosen fabric color. 

5. Select a location for logo (left side, ride side, back, etc) 

6. Click Apply Logo. 

7. Optionally, click Add Personalization to add your name or call sign ($8.00, 10 character limit) 

8. Click Add to Bag and Continue Shopping or. 

Start Secure Check out. Account creation and credit card required. 
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