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Excellence In Amateur Radio Contesting
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Northern California Contest Club

Excellence In Amareur Radio Contesting
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Excellence In Amateur Radio Contesting
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Northern California Contest CIub

Excellence In Amateur Radio Contesting

Edi tor s Col umn
Bill, N6ZFO 415 2088084

FI RE has been on our minds as the c
scended on NCCC territory in the | as
have suffered explicit | osses, Sar aj
Bob K6XX in the recent SCU Comp&ex f
article on page 10 may be the modst d
50 years.
The picture at Rhechefiref comel Bxven
the N6ZFO QfFH ries UtnidtelredCassiecpéivad 20
on the Friends of Taylor Observatory
Above the red smolkidoyo lCamayeopee at, han
and to the | eft ocl wsetneres itrh eP e rdsueads .
line is the reflection of the clouds
The night of August 18, 2020 was fri
and | were sleeping on our outdoors
a few | ate Perseid meteors. A scary
0500 Gl ancingoupg-E&® Vt mmeolnitoibnaonvd er a't
feet in the direction of consteld ati
white star This was no Cepheid var
end of the boom. |l raced downstairs
began to expl-whiet.e prihlesibdgiest ar was ¢
That morning over 14, 000 fl ashes of
more than 600 fires. Many firesd coa
stunning house, became -aaltlreaadyi £Clé | Leiny
Fire Under Cassiopeia, taken from Complex Fire, a collection .Of over 2
NGZFOinOctober2018duringtheRiv-Some miracle, was spar ed. t hi S_ ti m_e'
er-RanchFireCompIexinLakeCountyTake a few minutes &oartvclee Sarthe I
J UG, page 15. The H00O0nprepangl mafc hhe
Glen, W6GIBry of hisé& ahaf évii sSe nad @ihbho
this JUG, is a riveting account of a

73, Bi | | N6 ZFO
Edi tor, NCCC JUG
415 -20814

KPA-500 front panel from KUGF after the Tubbs Fire, 2017
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Dean, N6 DE
cgden6de@agmai |l . com

Game ToiCnP 2020

CQP i s al mds tg ahreer ¢.i me !

CQP dates/times: i2500Z Octtober B, 2020

I n this article, | wi | | cover five points to consider

1.Your Home Station Activity

Due to -COVvVdrmDd wildfires, we expect the number of <count
fewer expeditions, we are striving to maximize the ove
participate in an expedition | ast year, and your home

active from your home station this year i f you are not

Your home st

)l
)l
)l

Your own

Sharing
Sharing

There were
activating

2 .Check

a

t

out

Thanks to K6

for

T

= =4 4

T

3.Hi gh

We

CQP:

Review
tion or
Sign wup
Check o
Print t
Revi ew

you nee
me nt P

See our
Use t he
Look fo

ar e ant

a)CQP pub

acr oss

(0]

u
h

t
d
a

r

Cont

|
t

ation participation can be fr om:

home station.
a better home station through remote o]
a better home station in person througl

| ot of outstand
n t

ng home stations that wer
hat KB statio i s

year for CQP or 1l et an

All the Great Content on http:/ /] ww
MM, we have the best cqp.org web page ever

ur county tracker page. See i f there

a portable setup.

on the Activate Your County page and aj
t

e

h

-}
(7]
o]
(o

pictures and station descriptio
1x1 SEQUOI A QSO tracking sheet.
e 2020 rul es, resul ts, records and aw:

to do to win a plaque or a bottle of \
qgue, and plan to win them!

new Software page. Downl oad the wupdat
utilities |Iisted to analyze your 2019 |

a new PDF coming soon about operating

est Activity Expected
cipating record activity in CQP this vye

i ty. By the time yo read this, Il wi
or | d. We initiat

i cit u
he w ated a survey with ¢
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mailto:cqden6de@gmail.com

CQP was mentioned in the ARRL Contest Update n

few presentations at c¢club meetings inside Cali:

b)The State QSO Party Challenge is attracting a
not operate in CQP.

c)Addi tional motivation for stations to operate |
tificate, calendar and top 10 | eaderboard, and
d)COVIID® considerations: we have been told by man
stead of traveling or attending family functi o

e)Col |l ege faotbkralhlapwemi ng in W6, W7, W8, W9 and
free Saturday in CQP.

We can expect:

T Strong activity on CW.
f More SSB activity this year due to casual stat|
1T Several county/state/ province records to be br.

Give some thought to this as you consider your CW vs.
CW QSOs are worth 3 points in CQP, while SSB QSOs are

d activity by calling

Take advantage of all the expecte
t o RBNAssiTshtagd witldt imarkse

in a way that gets you spotted
CA stations on CW.

4 Participate in the Practice
We wi | | have a CQP pé hcahoeusessbaonthbabNC®E€ emai l i st
l'y be Friday night. Pl ease use this to test your soft
5.Plan to Participate in the Rallies
80m Phone, 160m and 10m have been underwhel ming during
ty on those bands and modes al so. We now have specifi
T 80m SSB and CW

o Saturday 7:00pm and 11:00pm PDT

o CW: 3540kHz

o SSB: 375®kMBHkRKHz and 3610RBR820(BXowdn8ad@p

T 160m CW
o Saturday 10: 00pm PDT: 1815kHz

1T 160m SSB

o Saturday 10: 30pm PDT: 1845kHz
T 10m SSB and CW

o Saturday and Sunday: 12: 00pm PDT

o CW: 28040kHz SSB: 28450kHz
We are encouraging 3610kHz activity to encourage
to install a resonant 80m Phone antenna. They col
active on Phone with the same antenna. The | mpac:
the decreased numbers of expe3dBi2tOikoHz sttoa tbieo ntsh,e snoa i
See you in CQP! : . Dean, NG6DE
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K6XX II: 20001 2020

The August 2020 Destruction of the K6XX Station

Or, You are NOT a First Responder if you do not Respond
Bob Wolbert, K6XX

Sunday, 16 August

Howling winds and thunder crashes awoke me a bit befor
dows were open and the sounds of outdoor furniture sli
awakening. FIl ashes of | ight identified the source of t
ered when t hireoroebosat si deud

We watched the |ightning for about 45 minutes (retmembe
cloud. I eventually returned to bed.

After dawn, the various HTs were tuned to the various

There were many calls and reports of smoke. Many of th
alarms). But a |l arge number were actual fires. One of

Grade, was the most disturbing. CalFire refused to sen
der Creek fire responded al one.

Monday, 17 August

Numerous fires continued burning. The China Grade fire
copter made very occasional passes, sever al right over
easily see tdhnoet bd uCalaBhemd addt cbath washed or waxed f ol
fire was 3+ miles away and apparently not growing, and
no reason to worry.

Tuesday, 18 August

The | one blue helicopter

counted only 3 al/l day, b Th
China Gr ade bfei rveercyans u@® sa:

of the action it command}¢

path was well away from g

By evening, this was get

died in a couple of the

while the cells recharge

was expected with so many

burning. A leisurely din e d
by a text message from K

ment . I ndeed, the China

poi nth dsiedenm t o even have

number, was etting bad &5

Bi g Basin stid8t8baparnk.w FRing s

but stild]l not receiving

force Potential evacuat

GradeZX®A nei ghborhood we

radi o. .

| decided that this was a gooeutti npd atna bveg iwn fiemphlaedmematd
the day and the car was still stuffed, including 100 p
Henry 3K Ultra amplifier console, a donation from a | o
end. I't was sitting t hergeemmarialilnygg nfootr capablaes sofs th e fatsi r
car and truck were safely emptied. Critical papers wer
camera gear. At this point, we determined this was a g
https: // yroRlU &V Med J]G Packing continued |l eisurely wunti/l
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parent above the -noretehwerset t oThHihe deofritrhi tely was not a
Big Basin Park. Now the urgency kicked up a couple of
An alert was received on my phone about 9: 30pm, but it
street and the smaller side streets were not mentioned
gat e.

The orange glow got brighter and moved higher in the s
Wednesday, 18 August

At 1:30 AM the dog began barking, announcing the wunsee
Cal Fire truck were dashed when the visitor was a Santa
dressed only in shorts (it was HOT that night), the pa
and siren despite my standing still and waving to them
The pair of geniuses pull eddrepyoexEvaowamei agdodeNanded
I reg@ifi éddhaanvde bteogan explaining that | was awaiting the
show the gravel and clearing al/l around the house, whi
should already be on the | ocal Cal Fire neighborhood ma
force the firefighters to figure it out on their own.
The copsé whav anarnYyouw fhavheatt.o | eave i mmedi ately. There i
fiiYyes, | reali ze that. Thoe vehicles are al most packed.
ivou have to |l eave i mmedi ately.

i want to show CalFire my fire hydrant and encomrage t
At this point, they took pity on me and rfialdd,ape0dOl iom othgy d
dodh remember hearing any @Wepl havEhe¢eno layer e menztdéect el y
They pointed to the western and southwestern sky. Dur i
from approximately 40 degrees to now subtending an arc
pack the dog and run.

They waited in the driveway for a couple more minutes,
they finally drove away.

Once the canine was contained, [ checked the status of
tem work to specification. -bdMhebairerdt K8 $haakcel verabh
Then Mi ki, the dog, and | departed. 't was 1:50 am.

I wished the house good luck as it disappeared behind
Al t hough the county forced me to have 10,000 gall-ons o
painted hydrant itself, suppression sprinklers everywh
areas of the house), all i nistmdtltedr .atT ga etad n s xgpfe ngsrea v & |
of | abor cutting the brushO0 &@nfde gtr aldlis k dpestir e ren etd iea nfbl aacnke s1.5
analysis concludes thatd teheaférawdhydfrlaammes t sEVifdamtelsyn
hose is also required.

Paying the extin @adtSikeatxe ddwidlend pi eet her .

We spent the ni& hpgari ki mg Sltatr biuc kScotts Valley. At dawn,
phone It reported a missed call/voicemail from 11:32p
the preceding 24 hours and it had not rung at that tim
notice Verizon did not ring it through, instead sendi
hours to arrive.

At a more decent hour, we accepted the gener Budhowmufsfeenmr e
ceived an Evacuation Warning worrying his wife, so she
you for your generosity, Don!
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Thursday, 20 August

We |l eft the area & of amialyy wat ht mgi signta&pe ranch in Made:]

Tuesday, 25 August

After days of calling and writing everyone | could thi
telephone calls to the direct |ines of the CalFire and
house, Cal Fire published a @emageaSymadpndgelsy, ntghenyr hmap e
dress could not be verifiedd a&ahychtisgcturesusgnsmncei daé
ther direction.

Looking back, I  under sat oamnfdibmvwheyal dCarl eFsisr.e Unpaosn niotts compl et
i nspector phot o@gr dphreed rtelrse shhcanste i mpl ement ati on and ask
fine example of safe mountain building. Since they for
by forgetting it forever

Friday, 28 August

Iin dealing with the insurance company. Allotthad 0 tlhoesyshe g e 0 €
before proceeding any further. Due to the wuhanflu, th
graphic proof from me(!). We have evacuat edd etwo hddrelJ avh
awaiting clearance to return and inspect the damage.
29 Augusti 7 September

More dealing with the insurance company. Tée mypaeabhd nrews
gotiating. The bad neiwscowvwent hmebuauihledipmrgygoudstwenf or the
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| ocal diadamed edi scussed my situation with a couple of tI
ferfeapedpeéeechi tting process for rebuilding, but that pr
process endured when initi2a@&l0I12y Buinlcki A g wtalse i mitd aneatierd y2
askHow does this diffeaxpgadin a¢doEhreceagashday , witv® nnef maki ye g
applications in a year. You are édslgiomggud .ot halpapranl e 90

Ahh, our government ; here to help.

8 September

Wor king with a contractor (wink), [ passed through the
tion was startling, and | drive past the homesite with
preparations (Daughter #2) had been proceeding for 19
still rising from underground. Looking uphill, the mos
standing! (My towers are named after my girls). Unf ort
Wal king slowly wuphill to the house/ shack, the rubble i
dation and sl abs of stucco wall s, their studs having c
bl ower housings provided the most apparent evidence of
of the K3s. Boatanchor chassis survived, but it was ha
tainly no plaque or certificate was spared, although a
ashes shaped | i ke compressed magazines indicated the p
1920resent complete collection of QST. These ashes disi
di stinctive page number | ogo of earlier years.

At my property | ine separating me from the Ben Lomond
stark contrast: my | and was bl ackeihesdebdmrrofhaaél g, sbo
[ See photo] The difference between my side of the {1ine
owned shacks but did not spare a single truck t® preve
name) demanded that | i nstall at significant cost stil
touched. No one protecténd nmy ébbouser But certainly I
O-11 September

Now téheatadtually viewed the dead, it is time to move f
contractors contacted all conie Dtaxrkt wihér rtedleuisladnen g tpm
ty @i sanhccepting permit applications! The only emergency
sion ofdatyhdiirmi3 oncdntvdainmged nt raaisledrf on your own proper
Late Friday afternoon the mandatory forced evacuation
access the property. We wild/l l'ive in a tbdaselntbaildin
system péejpean mi, Afiotdenr t hat , it is time to redesign a new
5 years to design and build K6XX I1. Hopefully this ti
shack or antenna system desigmnmilttes pedffooremamee fwase.op

14 September

I wasiober preparing a parking spot for the trailer when
his path and when heu sarog paeldgutl aHehdgwetdhc itoows llyataepol ogi z

his truck was from the Yuba City -atheme -modtipdrhee rco.wainRée
not bitter)
The fire hdcsonnoab poeelechre nor mal definition for over a wee
even |l onger, yet i tsoimetdstiinlgl pleirscteend as nda mliyn edQ Now t ha
traffic is triple what it was during the first two cri
pensive resource to dampen fuel that I ikely should jus
maining hot spots. They better not be runrmEmagntup$ N hMi Ibl
f i ght i nogl htohsee feifrfeort s and resources should have been de
[

its cour se.

The Complaining Continues

Seems that every time a solar cycle peak approaches, [
i ng fitduopteak of Cycle 24. There is | ot of work required

A couple years ago the house insurance policy doubl ed.
be cut fbaick2iEP6 | dropped the full repl acement coverage
|l ifelong ham, I accepted that suggestion. Oops.
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ast | have some covéragencemorsd!l i nsibgmhores cpomppe
e fire risk. éjJWiutmmmg Ili twtolna elru awkh ywe wi | | be abl e t
on the property. The big house was becoming a I|ia
urdles have not stopped: this county is notorious
y halted accepting any applications (!) for per mi
e NCCC reflector a couple months ago, | was warne
to again |ive wit@hhappehn.i beiesthedv flaat |l wgwl dm kee
nfidence in the effectiveness of the fire defense
ment. | estimated a 100% chance of scratching my

Thus | did not pack any of them. Only the | one d
sting investigation andgrredeaise-atrsesmahiness tofe dlthiep mar
@rl absadti os were also abandoned, -ab8ag fethiaebijfei
ronic components, etc. I r eaffl bgckod H ewcltd olbma e rBEda d
l'ly walking up to each equipment rack and shelf,

in boxes, while trying to remember everything | ef
icated by the realization that the required tool s
it, and had even stopped attending the Il ocal ele
hack was a purpose built,careppaaradaege.bulittdiwmagl, | & hwe!
es demonstrating the effectiveness of the antenna
r - achievements I owi |1 mi ss t hem.

must be a moral to this story Hopedal hgvgouaatah
ive JUG materi al befworidg,t emmnd hh asv enuwrtii tptleen td mk sr eo v
r wi-whi ttechLett me end by stating that hardline an
ctdiossofcabdbw melts and oozes away un2dsedf E&&St t oPhih
ch run probably helps a | ot, but when near Bpntdr es
I'ly when those burndhpettewsrfwl |l | towardembhent owe
K6XX is silenced for the foreseeablseehtusufer CQP
6 XI & WC6H for your supreme generosityl!). Looking
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shut of f wit h-ubpatstoelrayr bpaocwkeerd however, so we can continu
Probably we sheagulodi nidnsvadlelr @&t oirmge unit, aka swi mming
The most i mmediately threatening fire occurred in June
person driving an old car dragging a muffl er @&nilnt3e mtiil
from our house at the access point to euwneawn omr iavbaotud
The responskFe rfer ommsCalapi d and total. . helicopters dro
ant, judiciously and with&gBOanancsksl bf mrapengioes. né&i
cascade of almost yearly fires in Lake County, resul ti
comfortable digeranmesececawhpnd Wemandatory evacuation Fou
the Valley Fire five yearspagduciAmgzlinghtthgret wekesnb
Normally one hopes, perhaps often -proooo fopari nats tliecaasltl yf,i
actual proof. Some years ago, in the comm&nidteygtofucl ol
Fire, Sean Robinson and his dad Jim Robinson, REDXA me
structed family house in a heavily forested area, much
five years ago at CQP timed wéeteotomhkbehelbgedeatopapddS
the interiDaronsft rtulcd eddr ihouse only lightly s®apheel sJi m.
used abDomaa, iin their caseowit¢t¢dhnd80®&t ¢ onsOmft e owemek of 1
family were travelling. A relative in the house evacu
opened, andé att dolos Weraem destroyed. -milnutee ovmmeera twhadtc hd
posted, noting particularly the status of the kitchen.

Yot ube vemtsips: / / youtu. be/ DwyyoNmhRzg
Hi gh resol ifthieomowiseeed hat Be@(agamé e8 Vmilr etye Flieregt h) at:

https://www. dropbox.com/ s/ 80p9s08wa38twx6/ House 20t hat
ww. dropbox. com/ s/ 80p9s08wa38t wx6/ House%20t hat %20beat %2

When October comes, most of you think CQP. We think F
73, Bill, N6 ZFO.

[Not eSadly, Jim, KE6UAR i sdraargSKi sttt riesfué dt iodn aaenau it ri e
trip several years ago. His son Sean still Ilives in t
erating out of Lampson Field in Lake County. Sean reg
|l ocal airport, Lampson Field.
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What's in your sh

K3/ P3 (ancient, f

but upgrided t o

7600, KPA1500 and

amps, with vari ou

radios and amps
What are your prilewaossusorQTgH'nsa?2 'y | i censed on Long | sl
DX20 and SX99. I managed to work DXCC on CW from t he
before heading off to college and going inactive for
when | happened to be on a plane one day in 1973 whil
seatmate pulled out a copy of QBTesidenhedfouhehd&RWRAS
dio for several hours, we were met at the airport by
radi o. | briefly held a WB6 call, and then when incer
extra class ticket and my preseil = i stiove
from Santa Cruz, then moved int« se i
I f you're working, what is your wha't
reet?e been working at the same r Co
Jose, since graduating from St al n 1¢
ize i n munli campatlhd aomont ract City Cit
Gil-mrmm@d in | and use and real est Lat
my work has been on both sides i ng
ing with developers that want wa i tie
to approve them but whose discr ¢ dov
ingly circumscribed by new St at ¢

Marrikid®PsGr andklivdes Deen married to Sandy Faber for the

omy professor at UCSC (though that seems to mean that
and dibegat pashle fwas ithe guest speaked, Jahycomemaol agy,
two kids, both married, and tw&dgnahdki &8andyTheyiatb
radioastronomy, where her research on the formation &
tigious National Academy in 1985, and receipt of the
2013 , among many, many other awards and honors. |
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