
 

 

Presidents Report: 

 

Practice, Practice, Practiceé 
 
The old story goes like this: A tourist visiting 
New York City is lost, trying to find his next desti-
nation. He happens across a local, and asks 
them: ñHow do I get to Carnegie Hall?ò The New 
Yorker answer? ñPractice, practice, practiceéò.  
 
Readers of my column in last monthôs edition 
should remember my note about the Contest 
University video of N6MJ. If you haven;ôt seen it, 
be sure to do so. In the session Dan states that 
he practices an hour every day. He makes sev-
eral other interesting statements, but this one 
caught my attention. After contemplating where I 
would find an hour in my day for yet another ac-
tivity, I decided that if it is worthwhile for one of 
the best contesters to do, perhaps I should con-
sider it. My CW skills are lagging these days, 
years of neglect have taken their toll. If I want to 
be good at contesting, perhaps I should give it a 
try.  
 
There are several contest practice programs 
available, most for the Windows and usually for 
CW practice. Being a Mac person, I decided to 
give the practice feature built-in to K1GQôs 
SkookumLogger a try. I looked up the help infor-
mation, configured it to send only a single call at 
a time at 30wpm, and gave it a try. My first reac-
tion? ñMy CW skills seem a bit rusty.ò OK, so it 
has been many months since my last CW con-
testé I persevered, my skills improved, and af-
ter an hour I had 60 or so contacts in the log. 
The next night I did the same and the contact 
count improved. The following night the real 
challenge began. This time I configured the pro-
gram to respond with two or three calls after my 
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NCCC August Meeting 

 

13 August 2019 

 

The Old Spaghetti Factory in Redwood City 
 
6:00 PM to 9:00 PM 
 
Please RSVP and purchase lunch by Satur-
day, 10 August at Noon 
 
Sign up here 
 
More details on page 4 or on the nccc web site 
here   

LǎǎǳŜ рсс 

Wǳƭȅ нлмф 

http://www.memberplanet.com/events/nccckb/ncccmeeting13august2019
http://nccc.cc/meetings.html
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Officers:               

tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ      WŀŎƪ .ǊƛƴŘƭŜ  ²сC.  ƧŀŎƪōǊƛƴŘƭŜϪƳŜΦŎƻƳ 
±ƛŎŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ κ/ƻƴǘŜǎǘ /ƘŀƛǊ Iŀƴƪ DŀǊǊŜǘǎƻƴ ²с{·  ǿсǎȄϪŀǊǊƭΦƴŜǘ 
¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊ  ¢ƻƳ /ŀǊƴŜȅ  Yс9¦  ǘǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊΦƴŎŎŎϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ  
{ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ  DǊŜƎ  5Ŝǎ.Ǌƛǎŀȅ bсD5  ǎŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅΦƴŎŎŎϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ  
tŀǎǘ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ   .ƻō IŜǎǎ  ²мwI  ǿмǊƘϪȅŀƘƻƻΦŎƻƳ 
5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ     5ŀǾƛŘ WŀũŜ  Yс5!W  ƪсŘŀƧϪŀǊǊƭΦƴŜǘ 
5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊΥ                         .ƛƭƭ IŀŘŘƻƴ  bс½Ch  ƴсȊŦƻϪŀǊǊƭΦƴŜǘ 
5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊΥ                         .ƛƭƭ CŜƘǊƛƴƎ  ²фYYb  ōƛƭƭҌƴŎŎŎϪǿфƪƪƴΦƴŜǘ 

Volunteers: 
bŜǿ aŜƳōŜǊ aŜƴǘƻǊ  !ƭ wŜƴŘƻƴ  ²¢сY  ǿǘсƪϪŀǊǊƭΦƴŜǘ    
/ƘŀǊǘŜǊ aŜƳōŜǊ  wǳǎǘȅ 9ǇǇǎ  ²сh!¢   ǿсƻŀǘϪǎōŎƎƭƻōŀƭΦƴŜǘ 
!ǿŀǊŘǎ /ƘŀƛǊ  DŀǊȅ WƻƘƴǎƻƴ b!сh  ƎǿƧϪǿōфƧǇǎΦŎƻƳ   
/vt /ƘŀƛǊ  WƻƘƴ aƛƭƭŜǊ  Yсaa  ƪсƳƳϪŀǊǊƭΦƴŜǘ 
Yс½a v{[ aŀƴŀƎŜǊ  DŜƻǊƎŜ 5ŀǳƎƘǘŜǊǎ YсD¢  ƪсƎǘϪŀǊǊƭΦƴŜǘ 
Yс/vtΣbс/vtΣ²с/vt v{[ aƎǊ 9Ř aǳƴǎ  ²л¸Y  ǿлȅƪϪŀǊǊƭΦƴŜǘ 
b/// 9Ƴŀƛƭ ǊŜƅŜŎǘƻǊ !ŘƳƛƴ tƘƛƭ ±ŜǊƛƴǎƪȅ ²сtY  ƪō-ǿсǘǉƎϪǾŜǊƛƴǎƪȅΦŎƻƳ 
²ŜōƳŀǎǘŜǊ  WƻƘƴ aƛƭƭŜǊ  Yсaa  ƪсƳƳϪŀǊǊƭΦƴŜǘ 
²ŜōƛƴŀǊǎ  .ƛƭƭ CŜƘǊƛƴƎ  ²фYYb  ōƛƭƭҌƴŎŎŎϪǿфƪƪƴΦƴŜǘ   
W¦D 9ŘƛǘƻǊ  Lŀƴ tŀǊƪŜǊ  ²с¢/t  ǿсǘŎǇƛŀƴϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ 
    

Thursday Night Sprint: 
 
¢ƘŜ bƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀ /ƻƴǘŜǎǘ /ƭǳō ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊǎ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ όb! ƭƻŎŀƭ ǝƳŜύ ŎƻƴǘŜǎǘ ǇǊŀŎǝŎŜ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ол ƳƛƴǳǘŜ ŘǳǊŀǝƻƴΦ   
 
hƴ ǘƘŜ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ όŀƴŘΣ ǎƻƳŜǝƳŜǎ CǊƛŘŀȅ ŀƭǎƻύ ǇǊƛƻǊ ǘƻ ŀ ƳŀƧƻǊ ŎƻƴǘŜǎǘ ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘΣ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŀŎǝŎŜ ŦƻǊƳŀǘ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿǎ ǘƘŜ ǳǇŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŎƻƴǘŜǎǘΦ  
 
DŜƴŜǊŀƭƭȅΣ ƻƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎǎΣ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ŦƻǊƳŀǘ ƛǎ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘΣ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ b{ ƻǊ Ϧb/// {ǇǊƛƴǘϦΦ ¢ƘŜ b{ ōŜƎŀƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ƻŦ 
нллп ŀǎ ŀ ǎƴŀǇǇȅΣ ŎƻƴŎƛǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŜǎǘ ƻŎŎǳǊǊƛƴƎ Ƴƻǎǘ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ ƴƛƎƘǘǎΣ bƻǊǘƘ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ǝƳŜΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǇƻǿŜǊ ƭƛƳƛǘ ƛǎ млл ǿŀǧǎΦ   
 
 
¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ bƛƎƘǘ /ƻƴǘŜǎǝƴƎ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ŀƴŘ CƻǳƴŘŜǊ  .ƛƭƭΣ bс½Ch 
b/// /² {ǇǊƛƴǘ      ¢ƻƳΣ bо½½ όƛƴƛǝŀƭƭȅΣ YŜƴ bсwh ύ 
b/// w¢¢¸ {ǇǊƛƴǘ      YŜƴΣ Yсaw  
b/// {ǇǊƛƴǘ [ŀŘŘŜǊ     .ƛƭƭΣ bс½Ch 
{ǇǊƛƴǘ ²Ŝō ƳŀǎǘŜǊ  ǿǿǿΦƴŎŎŎǎǇǊƛƴǘΦŎƻƳ  WƻƘƴΣ YсaaΦ 
 
ƴƻƴ-b///Υ       ¢ƛƳ bоv9 ό[ŀŘŘŜǊ {ŎƻǊŜǎ ƳŀƴŀƎŜǊ ύ 
¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ ƴƛƎƘǘ /ƻƴǘŜǎǝƴƎ !ŘǾƛǎƻǊȅ DǊƻǳǇΥ  bс½ChΣ .ƛƭƭ ό/ƘŀƛǊύ 
             aŀǊƪ Yс¦ChΣ όǿƛǘƘ ²пb½Σ bп!CΣ ²фw9Σ Yп.!LΣ bо.. ŀƴŘ ²л.IύΦ 
¢ƘŜ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ ƴƛƎƘǘ b/// bŜǘ    YŜƴΣ bсwh 
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CQ. Oh my, this actually is what it is like to run. The stations on different frequencies were easy to 
separate. It was the ones that were zero beat that provided a challenge. I slowly devised strategies 
to pick out a character or two and separate the calls. After a few nights of this I found that I could 
work 100 stations in about 45 minutes with no errors. It seems to be true, Dan seems to be on to 
something here. 
 
When IARU came, I was ready. I found a frequency, hit the CQ button, and no one came back. OK, 
try again. This time I did get several replies. To my delight I discovered that the action was very sim-
ilar to that provided by the simulator. Whatôs more I found that I had the confidence to run for the 
first time in a long while. I was keeping up with stations responding at high rates. I was handling the 
frequency. After a while the frequency ran dry. Most likely another station I couldnôt hear moved in 
on the frequency. I QSYed to a station I thought was clear and tried again. Again it took a little while 
to establish a run, but I was successful. In short, the work I put in the previous few weeks paid off, I 
had the confidence and skills to do what I wanted. Many of you experienced CWers will say this is 
what you normally do, but to those of us building (or rebuilding) their CW skills, it is a big step.  
 
After my experience, I asked a few friends about their practice habits. First, relative CW newcomer 
W9KKN: 
ñCWops got me in the habit of practicing at least a little CW every day. I'm still not even close to 
where I want to be, but these days I feel at least semi-functional in a contest. I expect it will take a 
few years to get further. 
ñI practice at least 10 minutes a day, sometimes a lot more. When I'm booked back-to-back in meet-

ings at work, I'll usually use the few minutes I have between them (about 10 minutes usually if I'm 

lucky) to start up Morserunner, RufzXP (or more recently, qrq), or DXlog.net." 

 

Interesting. Obviously practicing helps for Bill. There is another way to practice, as many experi-

enced contesters know. Jump into the frays and play. There are at least two CW contests every 

week, (CW OpsT and NS Sprint) that provide excellent practice opportunities. A more experienced 

contester, AD6E notes:  

 

ñI've played with simulators some, but I'm not very fond of any of them. They don't seem very realis-

tic to me. If anything, they give you a worst case (more difficult than reality) but my biggest gripe is 

they don't respond to you the way a real live person would.  

 

ñFor years, I always started a CW contest on the slow side with S&P before starting a run. My warm 

up. With time, I noticed I was spending less and less time doing that initial S&P before finding a hole 

and running. It was a slow process. Now I have no problem running from the beginning.ò 

 

The answer, it seems, it that no matter how you do it, practice. While working a live contest gives 

the best practice, a simulator can certainly help out with your CW skills and get you to the point 

where you have the confidence to give it a real try. After a while you may find that being on the air 

provides the best way to hone your skills. For me, I still need the extra practice that a simulator pro-

vides. It will probably be a while before I get to the level of N6MJ doing 2BSIQ (2 band, sequentially 

interleaved QSOs). 

 

Thanks to Bill and Alan for their answers and suggestions! 

 

73!   Jack, W6FB 
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NCCC General Meeting, 8/13/2019,  

at The Old Spaghetti Factory in Redwood City 
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WW Digi 
Our first Focus Contest of the year is the new World Wide Digi DX Contest.  

 

https://ww-digi.com/ 

 

We can win the first-ever WW Digi!!! 

 

NCCC is well positioned for the inaugural WW Digi. Distance-based scoring is to our advantage. We 
are one of the most outstanding contest clubs in the world with many victories. We have fun win-
ning. Letôs do it! 

 

WW Digi is less than a month away. FT8 and FT4 take getting used to. Now is the time to startð
donôt wait until the last minute.  

 

Download and install WSJT-X here: 

 

http://physics.princeton.edu/pulsar/k1jt/wsjtx.html 

 
Download and installation are straightforward. If you have any problems, email me, or better yet, 
post to the NCCC list so we can all help each other.  
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There is lots of FT8 and FT4 activity at all times of day and night. Jump in and test the waters. Get 
some experience with the modeðitôs fascinating 

 
WSJT-X works and contests find in stand-alone mode. If you want to take FT8 and FT4 to another 
level, there are several options including N1MM+, WriteLog, and MSHV. More later.  

 
There will be WW Digi practice sessions in August. Stay tuned.  

 
Every Point! Every Log! 

 
Contest Exuberantly, 

 
Hank, W6SX 
 

 
 
 

WACC finally bounds into the 21st century! 
 

By Fred K6DGW 
 

Our Worked All California Counties award has been limping along with a portrait-format, monochrome certifi-
cate originally created in the 70's that is about as appealing as a piece of junk mail.  I have a ream of blank 
ones just waiting to underwhelm the next applicant.   
 
 
Gary, NA6O, well known in contesting circles, also sports some super graphic artistic skills and answered my 
plea for a new certificate.  His creation [on which I believe his wife also contributed] see page 7.  I particularly 
enjoy how he picked up on the masthead theme of our web site and The Golden Gate is about as "Northern 
California" as you can get! 
 
 
On my HP Office-Jet printer using photo paper, it comes out perfect, however I think I will have them profes-
sionally printed on heavier paper since the dyes are likely to be a little better and I don't issue very many.   
 
See page 7 ! 
 
I am continually in awe at the varied and professional talents in this Club.  Thanks Gary!!  A really profession-
al job and a great contribution for NCCC's award. 
 
 
73, 
 
Fred ["Skip"] K6DGW 
Worked All CA Counties Award Admin Dude 
Northern California Contest Club  
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NCCC Meeting July 27th 
 By Greg N6GD 

 
The Joint meeting of the MLDXCC & the NCCC in Rio Vista on July 27th was well attended!  37 
members attended in person, and seven members attended via webcast.   

 

N6RK, W6GJB, W1RH, W6RC, WE6Z, K6TQ, N6TV, WB6BET, N6JS, N6JV, N6TCE, K6OK, N6XI, 
WC6H, W9KKN, K7GK, W6FB, N6ZFO, K6DAJ, N6RO, NA6O, NR6Q, WK6I,  N6WM, K6JAT, 
W1SRD, N6KT, W6SR, WX5S, K6ODS, NC6R, KI6YYT, K6KSO, KB4TGE, NW6P, K6SZQ 

 

and on the webcast: 

AD6E, N6PN, W6TCP, K6MM, K6MR 

and a couple of others  

 

WL7YQ, Stephen Miller, was voted in as a new member.  Welcome, Stephen! 

 

Bob, N6TV, educated us about Everything You Need to Know About USB and Serial Interfac-
es, especially having to do with using USB to connect to our most common transceivers.  Thanks, 
Bob, for making a complicated subject interesting! 

 

Gary, W6GJB, briefed us on new rules for CQP:  a new county-line rule, and a new multi-county 
rule. 

 

The new rules are designed to encourage expeditions.    

 

Bob, W1RH, handed out bottles of his 2016, Twisted Oak, private reserve wine to the lucky winners 
from CQP 2018. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Above Bob W1RH 
Left Norm N6JV 
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Point Generator Profile ï AE6JV 
(Interviewed by Bob, W1RH) 

 
 
When I saw Bill at this yearôs Sierra Chapter BBQ, hosted by Rick (N6XI) and Ann (KD6MOB), it oc-
curred to me that I had yet to feature Bill as one of NCCCôs Point Generators.  Good think I did, be-
cause Bill is leaving us for YCCC territoryé.the land of ARRL DX and CQWW. 
 
Billôs a well-rounded contester, having participated in no less than 19 CW, Phone and RTTY con-
tests last year.  As of this writing, Bill places 4th out of 31 in the Silver category of the NCCC KB 
Competition. 
 
Now, more from Bill: 
 
Name/Call Sign:   AE6JV 
 
Past calls:   WV2NOO 
 
Location:   Los Gatos, CA 
 
How much property do you have?   1/2 acre 
 
Describe your antenna system: BigIR vertical, home-brew 10M vertical, 160M dipole at 36 
feet. 
 
Future:  Weôre moving to NH, station planning is just beginning 
 
What's in your shack?   K3 upgraded to K3S, Expert 1.3K amp, solar 12V power, home-brew 
automatic antenna switch 
 
What are your previous QTH's?   Garden City, NY (1960) 
 
If you're working, what is your career?  If not, what was your career?    
Computer nerd. Operating systems, security, communications. 
  
 
Married?  Kids?  Grandkids? Yes, 49 years (KI6SLX). 2 sons in their 40s (KI6NVN), one 5 year 
old grandson 
 
How many DXCC entities have you worked?  179 
 
Whatôs your favorite contest?  WPX 
 
Any tips for contesters?  Enjoy yourself. If you want a certificate for the wall, work QRP. 
 
What would you like to see changed in NCCC?  Nothing I can think of. 
 
Any other hobbies besides ham radio?  Knitting, Cave exploration and study, Folk dancing, 
playing guitar, autoharp and some other instruments, and Yoga. 
 
  

Page 9 Page 9   Page 9 



 

 

 

Page 10 

 

 

Page 10   Page 10 



 

 

 

Page 11 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Help Wanted! 
 
 
NCCC is looking for an editor for the Jug. Our outgoing editor, W6TCP, having done a great job in 
the position, is ready to pass the baton to a new editor.  
 
We thank Ian for all his work, and now seek someone to move the Jug into the future. What does 
the work entail? 
 

 

As Ian puts it, the work is quite simple: 

- Receive content from authors 

- Build out the template  (I use MS Publisher) 

- When finished, create a PDF and send to K6MM (and Others) 

 

The articles are created by various club members, and we work pretty hard to be on-time. As Ian 

notes, he uses MS Publisher on Windows. If you are a Mac user, you might consider using Pages 

or a page layout program.  

 

Please contact W6FB or any of the BOD members for more info or to sign up for the position. We 

would really appreciate the help! 
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N6XI Radio grill  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       Wendy,KN6DON  Bill KH6GJV, Bob W1RH, Doug WE6Z  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Joe KE8FT, Bill W9KKN, Rick N6XI, Stefan AF6SA, Jack W6FB, Bill AE6JV, Tom K5RC   
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N6XI Radio grill  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hank W6SX, Barry K6ST 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photos by Bill AE6JV, Hank W6SX  
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