
 

 

Presidents Report: 

It is March, and almost a year has passed since 
the current administration took office. Letôs take 
a look at how things have gone. We started out 
the year with an outstanding meeting in Liver-
more where W2SC enthralled us with his setup 
in Barbados. Tom shared some very interesting 
ideas that we are still working through. June had 
K6EI telling us how to put on a winning Field 
Day. July brought us all together in Stockton with 
the great guys and gals from MLDXCC. It also 
saw many NCCC members gather in Germany 
for WRTC, with three teams of NCCCers com-
peting and several more as referees. In August 
we relived their experience, learning what it is 
like to compete at the top level. September had 
us gather in Murphyôs for a relaxing time and 
some great wine courtesy of WK6I. That put us 
in the mood for the contest season which was 
just getting under way. A week later saw most of 
us jump into the CQP fray with glee (perhaps the 
Twisted Oak spirits helped?). The October meet-
ing brought out the stories of several teams 
county expeditions fresh from their experience. 
 
November brought an outstanding presentation 
from W0YK about the new FT8 mode and how 
to use it in a contest. Edôs talk got a lot of us 
fired up for this mode to see if it really was worth 
pursuing. As we found out in January, apparent-
ly it is. December brought us together again to 
celebrate the holidays, a long tradition in the 
club. In January NA6O presented the new KB 
contest criteria and rules. It was a dark and 
stormy night when we gathered with our REDXA 
friends in Petaluma for a talk on the working of 
FT8 by W6FB.  
 
 

Continued on page 3 

Inside this Issue: 
      Page 

 
Presidents Report    1 
Annual Awards & Elections   3 
Tower Repairs, Alan KH6TU   4 
Fly Past @ N6RO, Bill AI6JZ   7 
LED Light RFI, Gary NA6O               8 
Point Generator Profile ï KE6GLA              9 
KB Competition     14 
NCCC News     18 
Forthcoming Meetings    18 
Tube of the Month    19 
Contest Calendar    22 
NCCC Information    25 
HRO      26 

 

 

 

Awards Meeting & Annual Elections  

 

Tied House, Mountain View. 

 

April 9th, Tuesday 

 

6:00 pm Social Hour, 7 pm Dinner,  
7:30 pm Program (approx.) 

 

Watch the Reflector for more  
information ! 

 

Or Visit http://nccc.cc/meetings.html 

LǎǎǳŜ рсн 

aŀǊŎƘ нлмф 
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Officers:               

tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ      WŀŎƪ .ǊƛƴŘƭŜ  ²сC.  ƧŀŎƪōǊƛƴŘƭŜϪƳŜΦŎƻƳ 
±ƛŎŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ κ/ƻƴǘŜǎǘ /ƘŀƛǊ /ƘǊƛǎ ¢ŀǘŜ   bс²a  ŎǘŀǘŜϪŜǿƴŜǝƴŎΦŎƻƳ 
¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊ  ¢ƻƳ /ŀǊƴŜȅ  Yс9¦  ǘǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊΦƴŎŎŎϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ  
{ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ  Lŀƴ tŀǊƪŜǊ   ²с¢/t  ǎŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅΦƴŎŎŎϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ  
tŀǎǘ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ   .ƻō IŜǎǎ  ²мwI  ǿмǊƘϪȅŀƘƻƻΦŎƻƳ 
5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ     wƛŎƪ ¢ŀǾŀƴ  bс·L  ǊƛŎƪϪǘŀǾŀƴΦŎƻƳ 
5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊΥ                         .ƛƭƭ IŀŘŘƻƴ  bс½Ch  ƴсȊŦƻϪŀǊǊƭΦƴŜǘ 
5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊΥ                         .ƛƭƭ CŜƘǊƛƴƎ  ²фYYb  ōƛƭƭҌƴŎŎŎϪǿфƪƪƴΦƴŜǘ 

Volunteers: 
bŜǿ aŜƳōŜǊ aŜƴǘƻǊ  !ƭ wŜƴŘƻƴ  ²¢сY  ǿǘсƪϪŀǊǊƭΦƴŜǘ    
/ƘŀǊǘŜǊ aŜƳōŜǊ  wǳǎǘȅ 9ǇǇǎ  ²сh!¢   ǿсƻŀǘϪǎōŎƎƭƻōŀƭΦƴŜǘ 
!ǿŀǊŘǎ /ƘŀƛǊ  DŀǊȅ WƻƘƴǎƻƴ b!сh  ƎǿƧϪǿōфƧǇǎΦŎƻƳ   
/vt /ƘŀƛǊ  WƻƘƴ aƛƭƭŜǊ  Yсaa  ƪсƳƳϪŀǊǊƭΦƴŜǘ 
Yс½a v{[ aŀƴŀƎŜǊ  DŜƻǊƎŜ 5ŀǳƎƘǘŜǊǎ YсD¢  ƪсƎǘϪŀǊǊƭΦƴŜǘ 
Yс/vtΣbс/vtΣ²с/vt v{[ aƎǊ 9Ř aǳƴǎ  ²л¸Y  ǿлȅƪϪŀǊǊƭΦƴŜǘ 
b/// 9Ƴŀƛƭ ǊŜƅŜŎǘƻǊ !ŘƳƛƴ tƘƛƭ ±ŜǊƛƴǎƪȅ ²сtY  ƪō-ǿсǘǉƎϪǾŜǊƛƴǎƪȅΦŎƻƳ 
²ŜōƳŀǎǘŜǊ  WƻƘƴ aƛƭƭŜǊ  Yсaa  ƪсƳƳϪŀǊǊƭΦƴŜǘ 
²ŜōƛƴŀǊǎ  .ƛƭƭ CŜƘǊƛƴƎ  ²фYYb  ōƛƭƭҌƴŎŎŎϪǿфƪƪƴΦƴŜǘ   
W¦D 9ŘƛǘƻǊ  Lŀƴ tŀǊƪŜǊ  ²с¢/t  ǿсǘŎǇƛŀƴϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ 
    

Thursday Night Sprint: 
 
¢ƘŜ bƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀ /ƻƴǘŜǎǘ /ƭǳō ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊǎ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ όb! ƭƻŎŀƭ ǝƳŜύ ŎƻƴǘŜǎǘ ǇǊŀŎǝŎŜ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ол ƳƛƴǳǘŜ ŘǳǊŀǝƻƴΦ   
 
hƴ ǘƘŜ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ όŀƴŘΣ ǎƻƳŜǝƳŜǎ CǊƛŘŀȅ ŀƭǎƻύ ǇǊƛƻǊ ǘƻ ŀ ƳŀƧƻǊ ŎƻƴǘŜǎǘ ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘΣ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŀŎǝŎŜ ŦƻǊƳŀǘ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿǎ ǘƘŜ ǳǇŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŎƻƴǘŜǎǘΦ  
 
DŜƴŜǊŀƭƭȅΣ ƻƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎǎΣ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ŦƻǊƳŀǘ ƛǎ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘΣ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ b{ ƻǊ Ϧb/// {ǇǊƛƴǘϦΦ ¢ƘŜ b{ ōŜƎŀƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ƻŦ 
нллп ŀǎ ŀ ǎƴŀǇǇȅΣ ŎƻƴŎƛǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŜǎǘ ƻŎŎǳǊǊƛƴƎ Ƴƻǎǘ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ ƴƛƎƘǘǎΣ bƻǊǘƘ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ǝƳŜΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǇƻǿŜǊ ƭƛƳƛǘ ƛǎ млл ǿŀǧǎΦ   
 
 
¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ bƛƎƘǘ /ƻƴǘŜǎǝƴƎ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ŀƴŘ CƻǳƴŘŜǊ  .ƛƭƭΣ bс½Ch 
b/// /² {ǇǊƛƴǘ      ¢ƻƳΣ bо½½ όƛƴƛǝŀƭƭȅΣ YŜƴ bсwh ύ 
b/// w¢¢¸ {ǇǊƛƴǘ      YŜƴΣ Yсaw  
b/// {ǇǊƛƴǘ [ŀŘŘŜǊ     .ƛƭƭΣ bс½Ch 
{ǇǊƛƴǘ ²Ŝō ƳŀǎǘŜǊ  ǿǿǿΦƴŎŎŎǎǇǊƛƴǘΦŎƻƳ  WƻƘƴΣ YсaaΦ 
 
ƴƻƴ-b///Υ       ¢ƛƳ bоv9 ό[ŀŘŘŜǊ {ŎƻǊŜǎ ƳŀƴŀƎŜǊ ύ 
¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ ƴƛƎƘǘ /ƻƴǘŜǎǝƴƎ !ŘǾƛǎƻǊȅ DǊƻǳǇΥ  bс½ChΣ .ƛƭƭ ό/ƘŀƛǊύ 
             aŀǊƪ Yс¦ChΣ όǿƛǘƘ ²пb½Σ bп!CΣ ²фw9Σ Yп.!LΣ bо.. ŀƴŘ ²л.IύΦ 
¢ƘŜ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ ƴƛƎƘǘ b/// bŜǘ    YŜƴΣ bсwh 
 



 

 

 

Page 3 

Oh, and we did some contesting as well. CQWW was a lot of fun, especially for the Caribbean guys 
who racked up lots of points. CQP is always fun, and November Sweepstakes fires me up every 
year. We had fun in the first running of the FT8 Roundup, sponsored by W0YK and AA5AU, and 
tried for QSOs in the 10 meter contest. When January hit it was non-stop contesting, starting with 
the RTTY Roundup, then a series of NAQP and NA Sprint contests that kept us busy in January 
and February, with ARRL DX mixed in along the way. As I write this, many of us are quite busy with 
the CQ WPX contest, one of several club focus contests. 
 
So how is the club doing? Not only are we busy, but we are growing. This past year saw several 
members move out of the club circle, and there were just a few SKs whom we all miss. At the same 
time each month saw several new members join, growing the club by 19 members over the year. 
We have a good group of newcomers, each active in contests, which bodes very well for our future. 
 
So what is the state of the club at this point? Excellent. We are enjoying contests in just about every 
way, from participation, discussion, improving ourselves and our stations, and especially winning. 
This year NCCC will celebrate its 49th anniversary. We should be able to celebrate many more in 
the winning tradition we have all come to know. NCCC is a great club because of its members. Letôs 
continue to work together in our winning ways to show the world how great NCCC is!  
 
73! 
Jack, W6FB 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
Where: 
954 Villa Street, Mountain View, CA 94041  
 
When: 
Tuesday 9th April at 6pm 
 
Food or no Food, Please RSVP here 
 
 
Or visit  http://nccc.cc/meetings.html 
 
Contact Ian W6TCP if you have questions! 
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Annual Awards Meeting & 
Officer Elections 

Tuesday 9th April   

https://www.memberplanet.com/events/nccckb/aprilncccannualawardsandelections_1
http://nccc.cc/meetings.html
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Tower Repairs @ KH6TU 
Alan AD6E / KH6TU 

 
I have a US Tower MA-770MDB (70 ft crank-up). Over the past four years that I've had this tower 
I've had to lower the tower several times for various antenna maintenance work and upgrades. That 
isn't unusual and the tower with the raising fixture is supposed to facilitate that use.  

 

However, the design is flawed.  

 

When not locked into the rotating base, the tower has only two points of contact. One is the raising 
winch cable and the other is the base thrust bearing assembly. If, while lowering (or raising) the tow-
er near vertical, even a small gust of wind can blow the tower sideways causing it to rotate away 
from the normal fall line. Once it gets moving, momentum keeps it going until it goes 90 degrees 
and hits the raising fixture. The winch is then jammed and cannot raise or lower. In addition, the 
base part ("spindle cup") is bent  It took considerable effort with ropes and a come-along to bring it 
back to the normal position.  

 

His idea is to install a pair of Unistrut rails (10ft each) to prevent the tower from swinging off to the 
side. 
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Tower Repairs @ KH6TU 
 

Page 5   Page 5 



 

 

 

Page 6 

Tower Repairs @ KH6TU 
 

Page 6   Page 6 

Thanks to Kimo, NH7U who flew in from Honolulu to help 
with this repair and who thought up this solution.  

 

IT WORKS!    Alan AD6E / KH6TU 
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Antenna Work at N6RO - Bill AI6JZ 
 

Chris N6WM and Iain N6ML were swapping out a 20m rotor and Gary NA6O and Bill AI6JZ were 
the ground crew.    While this was going on four of what looked to me to be WW2 warbirds were fly-
ing in formation overhead. 
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New Reports on LED Light RFI 
Gary NA6O 

 

After a year-long trip to hell and back dealing with my neighborôs LED light fixtures, I have decided 
to start characterizing various electrical devices, such as LED lights, and showing you which makes 
and models are the good and bad actors. My new web page has detailed reports on several lights, 
and clear recommendations. I am not aware of anyone else, anywhere, publishing real data and 
such recommendations.  

 

There would be more models in the list but there are too many to choose from and of course the 
cost of buying all those bulbs adds up... Especially for fixtures, which can cost $30 or more, which is 
too bad because I think the fixtures are likely to be the worst offenders. I would be happy to test any 
devices that you could loan me (not just lights). Sometime in the next few months Iôll give a talk at 
an NCCC meeting about this whole business, especially when things go off the rails and you have 
to start working with the FCC. 

 

http://wb9jps.com/Gary_Johnson/RFI.html 
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Point Generator Profile ï N6PN 
(Interviewed by Bob, W1RH) 

 
 
 My good friend, Jay ï KE6GLA, is this monthôs featured point generator.   
 
 
Jay is another one of the many NCCC members who are also members of the El Dorado County 
Amateur Radio Club along with the Mother Lode DX/Contest Club.  A quick look at 3830 shows Jay 
active in many contests, operating all three contest modes, with RTTY being the biggest use of the 
KE6GLA station. 
 
Due to work and family, Jayôs contest time is limited, but when heôs in the zone, he can contest with 
the best of them.  
 
Jayôs wife, Nancy ï KG6PNP, is also a good contester.  Iôve seen her do fabulous rates at Field Day.  
She was also active at my station as W1AW/6 a couple of years ago. 
 
Now, more from Jay: 
 
Name/Call Sign:   Jay Harmor KE6GLA 
 
Past calls:   N/A 
 
Location:   El Dorado Hills, CA, CM98lq 
 
How much property do you have?   Less than ı acre 
 
Describe your antenna system:  
 
Current:   Wire dipoles for 20m to 80m, 2 element Yagi for 15m and 10m, 3 element Yagi for 
6m, small quads for VHF/UHF.  No permanent towers all antennas on push-up masts or wires in 
trees.    
 
Future:  Hex beam for HF and LFA for 6m 
 
What's in your shack?   .IC-7300, IC-9700 are primary.  Also use Apache labs ANAN-100 SDR. 
 
What are your previous QTH's?   Rancho Cordova, CA CM98lo 
 
Other Ham Radio Activities? I am the current President of the El Dorado County ARC and I 
also manage the El Dorado County ARES group.   
  
 
If you're working, what is your career?  I work for Vision Service Plan (VSP) as Data Ware-
housing and Analytics Systems Manager.   I manage all the databases and analytics applications for 
a vision care company in Rancho Cordova, CA.   
 
 
Married?  Yes, Iôm Married to Nancy KG6PNP, she won 2006 ARRL/VHF S/O LP for Sacramento 
Valley  
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Kids? Natalie KJ6NLD currently attending University Nevada Reno and studying Mathemat-
ics. She was the NCCC 2011 Top Youth Operator.   
 
How many DXCC entities have you worked?  So far Iôm at 223 DXCC entities confirmed with QSL 
cards and LOTW. 
 
Whatôs your favorite contest?  I really like the VHF contests and the June contest is the best 
because it has the most activity.   I have also begun to really like the RTTY contests. Although not a 
contest, I like ARRL Field Day because itôs fun getting new operators hooked on contesting.    
 
Any tips for contesters?  Make a plan. When I have a plan for operating times, band changes, 
and search and pounce time vs. calling CQ, I tend to have more success.  Due to limited time to op-
erate I tend to only have a few hours to dedicate towards contesting on weekends. 
 
What would you like to see changed in NCCC?  Maybe some more sprint type contests for 
operators with less time to devote to contesting or the ability to build more multi-operator teams with 
geographically separated stations.   
 
Any other hobbies besides ham radio?  Nancy, Natalie and I all enjoy snow skiing and camp-
ing.   I usually take some radio gear when camping and try to make a few contacts.  I also play the 
drums.      
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