
 

 

 
The California QSO Party (CQP) is held every 
year on the first weekend of October.  The first 
CQP took place in 1966. Since 1974, the North-
ern California Contest Club (NCCC) has spon-
sored CQP.  CQP has traditionally opened the 
annual contest season by providing an oppor-
tunity for contesters to prepare for the ARRL No-
vember Sweepstakes since the format is similar. 
 
Stations outside of California, worldwide, work  
stations in California only. The 58 counties of CA 
are the multipliers. California stations work all 
stations in or out of CA. The 50 US states and 8 
Canadian areas are the multipliers.  Stations 
outside of Canada and the US add to one's QSO 
total but do not count as multipliers. See the full 
set of CQP Rules for more details. 
 
Be sure to visit the NCCC website http://cqp.org/ 
for the latest scoop on a super contest club. 
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    b/// aŜŜǝƴƎ 
 

{ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ нфǘƘ !ǳƎǳǎǘ 

Location:- 

 

Harry's Hofbrau 

390 Saratoga Avenue, San Jose, CA 95129 
 

Program: 

¶ RTTY CONTESTING ï Building your strat-
egy and optimizing your score  

¶ THE 2015 CALIFORNIA QSO Party  

¶ The NCCC BBQ on September 19th  

 

See Page 17 for full details  
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http://nccc.cc/pdf/application-n3zz.pdf
http://nccc.cc/images/nccc_territory_6_oct_2005.PNG
http://nccc.cc/meetings.html
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Presidentôs Report 
 

Hello KBôers! 

 

From the Urban Dictionary: 

 

Ka-Ching 

An imitation of the sound made by a cash register, used when someone's action will result in mo' 
money; see also cha-ching 

 

Now, replace ñmoô moneyò, with ñmoô pointsò.  I heard ka-ching in my mind over and over.  I felt like 
a human cash registeré.or better yet, POINT register! 

 

Let me explain: 

 

The other day, I was at the Mother Lode meeting.  KK6EK was the speaker (Heard Island dxpedi-
tion) and we had a good turnout.  Now, besides a good speaker, for any club meeting, itôs good con-
versation that always results. 

 

In this case, I was hearing various conversations about station improvements.  Things like: 

 

Steve, K6SCAôs wires are being replaced by a 74 foot crankup that will be holding a JK dual-band 
20-40 beam and a JK 10-17 meter flame thrower.  If youôve seen the points Steve has been making 
with wiresé..Ka-Ching!   

 

Dick, K6LRN, just got a second radio.  Heôs on his way to SO2R and increasing his normally great 
scores by 1/3 moreé..Ka-Ching! 

 

Jim, K6OK, who lives on a small city lot, is going to continue to live on that small city lot, but he just 
purchased 5 acres at a dream location near Pilot Hill where he is going to build a remote station.  
Jim is a Sweepstakes guy, by the wayé..Ka Ching! 

 

Did you know that Rich, WC6H, does not operate SO2R?  Have you seen Richôs Sweepstakes 
scores?  Actually any of Richôs scores?  Can you imagine what Rich can do with SO2R at his super-
station?  Bob, N6TV is thinking the same thing and Rich tells us that Bob will be setting him up with 
SO2R very sooné.Ka-Ching! 

 

Verne, K6DN, who keeps growing his scores, is now in the serious point generating category.  Heôs 
replacing a hex-beam, on the roof, with a big crank-up that will be holding a shiny new 4 element 
SteppIRé..Ka-Ching! 

 

Bob, KR6N and a fairly new contester, is not to be left behind.  Heôs got a tower going up and there 
will be aluminum on it.  No more wires but more pointsé.Ka-Ching! 
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K6SCAôs New Tower 
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Also at the meeting was Dave, K6KNS, who is a new MLDXCC member and was recently voted into 
NCCC.  Same as Bob, heôs got wires being replaced with aluminumé..Ka-Ching! 

 

And then thereôs the new guy who got voted in at the meeting.  Ed, K6AAM.  Ed lives in Shingle 
Springs, but he used to live in Croatia and he still holds the call sign, 9A2AW. It seems that he has 
been heard in the past operating in CQWW at some obscure station with the call sign, 9A1A.  Edôs 
now officially a MLDXCC member but weôre going to get him into the point-generating business for 
NCCCé..Ka-Ching! 

 

So, after the meeting, I could not get the Ka-Chings out of my head and started thinking about other 
recent conversations and reflector exchanges. 

 

A few days ago, I was chatting with Jim, K6LR, on the El Dorado repeater.  Jim has been scoring 
serious points in CQP and now has a new tower and big beam up.  Heôs going to be a force for 
MLDXCC in CQP this year with that big shiny new Tennadyne log periodic he just put up.  Seems 
that Jim hasnôt joined NCCC yet.  Weôre going to fix thaté..Ka-Ching! 

K6LR Tennadyne  
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But thereôs more!.  I was on the El Dorado ARC repeater the other day chatting with K6LR and 
K6DN about getting tooled up for RTTY.  A ñhow-toò and operating tutorial, if you will, given by moi, 
for both at one of their QTHôs.  The next day, I got an email from K6KNS, who had been reading the 
mail, asking if he could join in on the fun.  All three want to be up to speed for the RTTY Roundup, 
in Januaryé.and we need themé..Ka-Ching! 
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K6DN tower  
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I think it is significant to note that most of the contesters mentioned, above, except WC6H and 
K6LRN, are relatively new NCCC members, most joining in the past year or so.  Why is this signifi-
cant?  Because itôs new blood for the club.  One or more of these guys has the capability of becom-
ing the clubôs next N6TV or K6XX or WC6H, etc (and, yes I know I left a bunch of you large point 
generators out of this example ï donôt take it personally, but Bob, Bob, and Rich just popped into 
my head!). 

 

Letôs look at how some of these guys have been doing in CQP for the past three years: 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Quite a rivalry has developed between these three guys within the Mother Lode club.  All are trying 
to outdo each other in contest scores and DXCC totals. 

 

Youôll note that none of these guys has tried CW.  KR6N, has been playing with CW decoders and 
has been increasing his CW numbers with every contest he enters.  Itôs only a matter of time before 
Steve, Verne and Jim do the same, since they all saw Bobôs talk on how he does it, along with a talk 
from K6OK. 

 

But, really, none of this has anything to do with MLDXCC.  The point Iôm trying to make is that, with 
the exceptions noted, all of these guys have since become NCCC members and have seriously 
caught the contesting bug.  Theyôre improving their stations and have realized the significance of 
Butt-In-Chair. 

 

This is the future of our club.  This is how weôre going to win RTTY-RU and Sweepstakes in 2016.   
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So where do our senior NCCC members fit into all of this?  Well, of course, weôre depending on all 
of you to make points but, more importantly, we need you to recruit new contesters from your local 
clubs.  Most of those mentioned above heard a talk given by myself or one of the other MLDXCC 
members about CQP and contesting.  They all came to a MLDXCC meeting, met senior members 
who welcomed them with open arms and treated them as equals, and instantly felt that they needed 
to support the Clubôs CQP mission.  Then, they caught the bug and were encouraged by those 
same senior MLDXCC members to join the finest contest club in the worldé.the Northern California 
Contest Club. 

 

This is the formula that has worked year after year for the Mother Lode club and our senior mem-
bers of NCCC need to take note.  What I ask of you is simple: 

 

¶ Seek out new contesters at your local club meetings and invite them to ride along with you to a 
NCCC meeting. 

 

¶ Welcome these newbies at our meetings.  Make a place for one or more of them at your table 
and chat with them.  Make them feel wanted and part of the team. 

 

If each and every one of you does this, weôre going to be kicking serious butt in the contest world. 

 

See you at the August meeting!  
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NAQP AUGUST SSB 

 

Thanks to everyone who participated in the North American QSO  

Party August SSB contest.    

(Scores from 3830scores.com) 
 

Single Op HP Single Op HP Single Op HP Single Op HP   

Call QSOs Mults Op Time Score Team 

W6SX 400 102   40,800 NCCC 

K6SCA 17 11   187 NCCC 

            

Single Op LP Single Op LP Single Op LP Single Op LP     

Call QSOs Mults Op Time Score Team 

W6NL(N6KT) 1125 149 10 167,625 NCCC 

N6IE 743 117 10 86,931 NCCC #2 

W6YX(N7MH) 708 110 10 77,880 NCCC #1 

WC6H 623 106 10 66,038 NCCC 

W1SRD 334 95 4.5 31,730 NCCC #2 

K6GHA 293 86 9.5 25,198 NCCC #2 

K6MR 262 56 4.0 14,672 NCCC #3 

W1RH 108 57 2.5 6,156 NCCC #2 

WK6I 131 46   6,026 NCCC #5 

K6KNS 136 39 5.25 5,304 NCCC 

            

W6LD 123 41 3.1 5,043 NCCC 

KR6N 91 45 6.35 4,095 NCCC #4 

N6EE 75 42 2 3,150 NCCC #3 

KO6JF 81 38 8 3,078 NCCC #6 

WB6JJJ 82 35   2,870 NCCC #6 

K6JEB 57 32 05:16 1,824 Heard Island Rockhoppers 

N6DZR 50 30   1,500 NCCC #5 

K6ELE 60 25 2.5 1,500 NCCC 

N2NS 50 29 0:54 1,450 NCCC #5 

K6LRN 52 27 2:25 1,404 NCCC #1 

            

K6CSL 44 29 09:49 1,276 NCCC 

K6AO(N1DID) 48 26 8 1,248 NCCC #3 

K6MM 31 22 1 682 NCCC #2 

N6RO 45 15 0.7 675 NCCC #4 

KH6/N6DA(@KH6LC) 27 14 1.0 378 NCCC 

W6RGG 36 9   324 NCCC #4 

AE6YB 14 11   154 NCCC 

NA6O 2 2 .1 4 NCCC #6 

  

 

Page 9    Page 9  
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http://3830scores.com/showrumor.php?arg=0tanzUfvcyimN
http://3830scores.com/showrumor.php?arg=PDaWzhfvcygcX
http://3830scores.com/showrumor.php?arg=wJa1zRfvcqcvW
http://3830scores.com/showrumor.php?arg=66aUzkfvcqfc1
http://3830scores.com/showrumor.php?arg=xHatz5fvcmmmE
http://3830scores.com/showrumor.php?arg=hUaxznfvcvgcD
http://3830scores.com/showrumor.php?arg=ueaUz9fvcmyqX
http://3830scores.com/showrumor.php?arg=Bpa2zxfvcqasU
http://3830scores.com/showrumor.php?arg=tna4znfvcsfm5
http://3830scores.com/showrumor.php?arg=tka2zHfvcyqfR
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http://3830scores.com/showrumor.php?arg=RHa1zhfvcvsvH
http://3830scores.com/showrumor.php?arg=RjaUzLfvcmsm6
http://3830scores.com/showrumor.php?arg=K6akzhfvcvvgk
http://3830scores.com/showrumor.php?arg=hxaRz9fvcqaq6
http://3830scores.com/showrumor.php?arg=DTa2z2fvcvcq0
http://3830scores.com/showrumor.php?arg=TwaDzBfvcvfaJ
http://3830scores.com/showrumor.php?arg=1taOztfvcvsqX
http://3830scores.com/showrumor.php?arg=uDa7zkfvcmavO
http://3830scores.com/showrumor.php?arg=3RaLzefvcmmgW
http://3830scores.com/showrumor.php?arg=uKaNzhfvcqgfk
http://3830scores.com/showrumor.php?arg=Kka4zefvcvgvd
http://3830scores.com/showrumor.php?arg=uxaxzxfvcycgX
http://3830scores.com/showrumor.php?arg=8PaKzNfvcmvmd
http://3830scores.com/showrumor.php?arg=b9aEz7fvcyfqk
http://3830scores.com/showrumor.php?arg=T1a1z7fvcvif5
http://3830scores.com/showrumor.php?arg=PRahz5fvcvvsx
http://3830scores.com/showrumor.php?arg=OHa9zKfvcmmaK
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Single Op QRP Single Op QRP Single Op QRP Single Op QRP     

Call QSOs Mults Op Time Score Team 

NN7SS(K6UFO) 71 36 3 2,556 NCCC #5 

 

NAQP AUGUST CW 

 

Thanks to everyone who participated in the North American QSO Party Au-
gust CW contest.  Also, a big thanks to our flogger, Jack, W6FB. 

(Scores from 3830scores.com) 
 

Single Op HP Single Op HP Single Op HP Single Op HP   

Call QSOs Mults Op Time Score Team 

W6SX 811 190   154,090 NCCC 

Single Op LP Single Op LP Single Op LP Single Op LP     

Call QSOs Mults Op Time Score Team 

N5KO(@W6NL) 1165 232 10 270,280 NCCC Gold Rush 

W6YX(N7MH) 1068 199 10 212,532 NCCC Gold Rush 

N3ZZ 843 187 9.9 157,641 NCCC Gold Rush 

K6SRZ 807 176 10 142,032 NCCC Gold Rush 

K9YC 698 172 10 120,056 NCCC Pinnacles 

W1RH 663 178 10 118,014 NCCC Pinnacles 

W1SRD 677 159 9.5 107,643 NCCC Pinnacles 

N6IE 672 151 9.8 101,472 NCCC 

N6ZFO 580 165 7:58 95,700 NCCC Pinnacles 

W4UAT 588 154 10 90,552 NCCC El Dorado 

N6RO 486 157 5 76,302 NCCC Pinnacles 

K6LRN 483 151 ~8 72,933 NCCC Golden Gate 

K6RB 424 153 5 64,872 NCCC 

KZ2V 396 125 10 49,500 NCCC El Dorado 

WB6JJJ 285 116   33,060 NCCC Sequoia 

NA6O 250 96   24,000 NCCC El Dorado 

N6DQ 276 86 4 23,736 NCCC 

K6JEB 205 82 9:47 16,810 NCCC 

KM6I 169 76 3 12,844 NCCC Prospectors 

K6NV 181 66 4.2 11,946 NCCC 

K6GT 156 72   11,232 NCCC Golden Gate 

K6MM 160 64   10,240 NCCC Golden Gate 

KR6N 157 54 6.5 8,478 NCCC 

K6CTA 132 64 3.5 8,448 NCCC 

K6XV 124 53   6,572 NCCC Golden Gate 

KI6OY 83 41 9.5 3,403 NCCC 

WK6I 64 38   2,432 NCCC El Dorado 

W7TR(KH2TJ) 64 34 4 2,176 NCCC 

N2NS 40 32   1,280 NCCC Prospectors 
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http://3830scores.com/showrumor.php?arg=B5a9z0fvcmyvu
http://3830scores.com/showrumor.php?arg=0Wa1zRfvacgsb
http://3830scores.com/showrumor.php?arg=83aNzofsyvgaP
http://3830scores.com/showrumor.php?arg=k5a8znfvacyiu
http://3830scores.com/showrumor.php?arg=JoaRzTfsyvqcd
http://3830scores.com/showrumor.php?arg=p8arzDfvaaqq0
http://3830scores.com/showrumor.php?arg=JbaDzWfsyyagu
http://3830scores.com/showrumor.php?arg=nOaKzEfsyvif9
http://3830scores.com/showrumor.php?arg=lea3zxfsyvmgr
http://3830scores.com/showrumor.php?arg=L8aNzKfsyvyqL
http://3830scores.com/showrumor.php?arg=9raXzRfsyycse
http://3830scores.com/showrumor.php?arg=29adzlfvaasfd
http://3830scores.com/showrumor.php?arg=3taDz6fsyvqfJ
http://3830scores.com/showrumor.php?arg=WKaWz9fsyvsyO
http://3830scores.com/showrumor.php?arg=wlaRzrfvacigb
http://3830scores.com/showrumor.php?arg=d3a9zpfsyvvmE
http://3830scores.com/showrumor.php?arg=lpaUzdfsyvyy9
http://3830scores.com/showrumor.php?arg=X4a8z2fvaayaH
http://3830scores.com/showrumor.php?arg=BwaXzefvafyft
http://3830scores.com/showrumor.php?arg=92a4zwfsyvqs1
http://3830scores.com/showrumor.php?arg=KLaez2fsyvmm3
http://3830scores.com/showrumor.php?arg=e4aWzefvaccql
http://3830scores.com/showrumor.php?arg=2oa0zpfvacccp
http://3830scores.com/showrumor.php?arg=0jaLzxfvagavB
http://3830scores.com/showrumor.php?arg=rXaWzJfvacqm3
http://3830scores.com/showrumor.php?arg=kJaUzefvafvq5
http://3830scores.com/showrumor.php?arg=ONaJzRfvacymj
http://3830scores.com/showrumor.php?arg=Dwadz0fvaffv0
http://3830scores.com/showrumor.php?arg=NTaHzhfvacvyd
http://3830scores.com/showrumor.php?arg=U6aKz8fvaamiU
http://3830scores.com/showrumor.php?arg=lPanzbfsysviX
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N6DZR 15 12   180 NCCC 

 

Single Op QRP Single Op QRP Single Op QRP Single Op QRP     

Call QSOs Mults Op Time Score Team 

NN7SS(K6UFO) 448 130 10 58,240 NCCC El Dorado 

W6JTI 407 126 10 51,282 NCCC 

K6GHA           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dues are Due!  

 

Membership dues are voluntary.   

 

For Full Members wishing to financially support the club, $24.00 or more per year, payable in July, is recom-
mended.   

 

$24.00 per year entitles members to receive plaques and other club awards as these are the primary club 
expenses. 

 

Family members and full-time Students are eligible for dues at half the recommended rate, or $12.00 per 
year. (One member of the family pays the recommended full dues of at least $24.00, enabling the rest of the 
family to join as family members).  

 

Associate members are also recommended to pay dues at the $12.00 per year rate. 

 

Dues can be paid online via Credit Card (Visa, MasterCard, Discover or American Express) -- or your PayPal 
account.  Nccc.cc/membership 

 

Dues can also be paid by filling out this DUES RENEWAL FORM and mailing it with a check made out to 
"NCCC"  to the Secretary/Treasurer whose address is on the bottom of the form. 

 

Send your check made out to "NCCC" to:  

 

NCCC  

Dick Wilson, K6LRN 

P. O. Box 273 

Somerset, CA 95684-0273 

 

Page 11    Page 11  

http://3830scores.com/showrumor.php?arg=jka8z4fsysgyN
http://3830scores.com/showrumor.php?arg=4la0zDfvacgf4
http://3830scores.com/showrumor.php?arg=8haRzBfsyyay7
http://3830scores.com/showrumor.php?arg=lOaRzPfsysqfT
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TUBE OF THE MONTH 
Norm, N6JV 

 

  

X2159 

  

Among collectors, there is always a competition to have something that is older, more valuable or 
larger that the other guy.  Its a "mine is bigger than yours" type of rivalry.  In tube collecting, the 
X2159 or 8974 fits into this category.  Eimac developed this power tetrode in about 1973.  At a dissi-
pation of 1.5 million watts it has an output of 2.15 million watts in class C.  If you want to be the big-
gest gun on 20 meters, this tube is for you.  Before you call Eimac, you might take a closer look at 
the power requirements.  The filament takes 16.3 volts at 600 amps (that's 10,000 watts) to light 
it.  The power supply will need to supply 22,500 volts at 125 amps.  Your old amplifier won't drive it 
since it takes 7000 watts input.  Then there is the cooling.  The water lines are 2.25 inchs in diame-
ter and even the filament is water cooled.  A fork lift is always a good idea as it weighs 175 pounds. 
Continental Electronics uses two of these tubes in their 1 and 2 million watt AM broadcast stations if 
you don't like to homebrew.  
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NCCC New Members! 
By Joanna K6YL, NCCC Secretary 

 
 
 
At the August 29, 2015 meeting in San Jose weôll have at least 3 new members to vote in.  The fol-
lowing applications have been received thus far, thank you for your support! 
 
Bill Sirvatka WX6B ï Santa Rosa, CA 
Licensed for 25 years, Bill is already a member of Redxa and is now looking to join and support 
NCCC!  His station includes an Elecraft K3, Acom 2000A, 4 towers, and an M2 20m beam.  He is 
primarily a phone contester (woo hoo!), and his favorite contests include VHF/UHF and CQP.   
 
Frank Reynolds W6BBS ï Madera, CA 
An Amateur Extra who has been licensed for 16 years, Frank enjoys operating Phone (50%), CW 
(25%), RTTY (10%) and Other (15%).  His favorite contests are CQP, WPX and CQWW, and he 
has taken 2nd place in CQP 4 times!  His station includes: FT1000D, 706Mk2G, Henry 2K-3, 
2M1K2, 6M1K2, towers and antennas for 160m to 2m. 
 
Greg Glenn NR6Q ï Gant, CA 
In addition to favoring WPX and IARU HF contests, Greg also enjoys VHF contests and has previ-
ously been awarded Pacific Division Winner.  He has been licensed for 40+ years and his station 
includes: FTDX9000D, Kenwood TL-922, and a SteppIr DB-42 at 80 feet. 
 
We are also pleased to report the following NCCC member has rejoined us after numerous years 
off: 
 
Steve Jones N6SJ ï Woodside, CA 
An Amateur Extra who has been licensed for 54 years, Steve was last active with NCCC back in 
1975 but has now returned for some KB!  His favorite contest is the ARRL CW Sweepstakes :-) and 
he has previously won awards in this contest for 1968 SV Section  Winner Low Power, 1986 SCV 
Section Winner Low Power, and 1988 SCV Section & Pacific Division Winner Low Power.  Steveôs 
station includes: K3/P3/KPA500, SteppIr DB-42 on a US Tower HDX589, with an 80m dipole.  All of 
his contesting experience is with paper logging, so he looks forward to learning PC logging and per-
haps even SO2R. 
 
MEMBERS ONLY Section of the NCCC Website 
 
This section provides a wealth of information to NCCC members!  The button is located at the top 
right of the home page, and can be accessed with a user name and password.  Donôt know your 
password?  Email secretary.NCCC@gmail.com.  
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Additional Helpful Membership Information 
 
NCCC Membership Roster  --  http://www.nccc.cc/members/roster.html  
Need to Update the Roster?  --  Use the same link as above!  Youôll find an easy online form for no-
tifying the team of changes to your contact information.  
 
NCCC Dues Renewal  --  http://www.nccc.cc/membership.html   Your support is appreciated!  
 
Donôt Know if you are Current on Dues?  --  Check the Membership Roster for a green-
highlighted ñ2016ò next to your name.  This indicates you have paid membership for the 2015-2016 
contest year. 
 
Thank you and KB! 
 
Joanna K6YL 
NCCC Secretary 
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 Northern California Contest Club ReflectorðGuidelines 

This reflector is devoted to the discussion of contesting.  

 

This includes contests, station building, dxpeditions, technical questions, contesting questions, am-

ateur radio equipment wants/sales, score posting, amateur radio meetings/conventions, and mem-

bership achievements. 

 

This does not include personal attacks, politics, or off-subject posts which will be considered a vio-

lation of the Guidelines. 

Violations may result in removal of the violator from the reflector and possibly from club member-

ship in good standing. 
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VP/CC Report 
 

Greetings NCCC'ers, 
 
Instead of contest results, I thought I'd give a shout out to all the people that have been volunteers 
organizing the various operating events for NCCC members and making our hobby and contesting 
better and more fun. As always please let me know if I miss anyone. 
 
NCCC RTTY Sprint Ken Beals, K6MR 
 
NCCC Sprint Ladder Bill Haddon, N6ZFO 
 
For information on the NCCC Sprints see http://www.ncccsprint.com/index.html 
 
NAQP - Jack Brindle, W6FB 
 
CW Sprint  - Bob Vallio, W6RGG (AJ6V for the upcoming CW Sprint) 
SSB Sprint - Chris Tate, N6WM 
RTTY Sprint - ??? 
 
Thanks everyone who participated in the August NAQP's.  Conditions where variable, but impacted 
everyone equally. Looks like a top ten finish for Rich, N6KT@W6NL! 
 
RTTY Roundup 2016 
Let's put another one in the win column for NCCC. The August meeting will include a discussion 
around how to create a strategy to optimize points for the Club based on your station and time. It 
goes without saying that more time in the chair equals more points, but if you have to limit your 
hours, what's the optimal strategy given your constraints? 
 
Without a doubt the biggest single thing you can do to make a big impact on your score is to go 
SO2R. SO2R and RTTY are made for each other. While the setups are a bit more complex, the 
payoff and fun are more than worth it. RTTY SO2R can add a significantly larger percentage of 
QSO's than CW or SSB. In my personal experience, nearly 40% of the QSO's come from the sec-
ond radio in a RTTY contest. Great way to dip your toe into SO2R. 
 
RTTY Resources 
 
Before the meeting, take some time to read, check out your setups and prepare any questions. 
 
Hands down the best website for reference on how to setup and contest with RTTY is http://
www.rttycontesting.com/.  Don, AA5AU and well known RTTY contester, maintains the site and it 
contains a wealth of information about setup and contesting with RTTY. 
 
The Thursday night NCCC RTTY sprints are a fantastic way to get the station in order, build famili-
arity with the software and get practice. http://www.ncccsprint.com/rttyns.html 
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If you have not read W0YK's excellent Contest University presentation from 2014 you should. Intro-
duces many more techniques and concepts we can discuss at the meet-
ing.http://www.dxuniversity.com/presentations/W0YK%20-
%20Essentials%20Of%20RTTY%20Contesting.ppt 
 
 
Remember, NCCC exists to win contests and we are doubling down on RU this year. 
 
73/KB, 
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b/// aŜŜǝƴƎ 
 

DǳŜǎǘǎ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ b///Η  - tƭŜŀǎŜ Ƨƻƛƴ ǳǎΦ 

 

{ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ нфǘƘ !ǳƎǳǎǘ нлмр 
 

Location:- 

Harry's Hofbrau, 390 Saratoga Avenue, San Jose, CA 95129 

 

Time:  

Lunch at 11:30am , Program commences at 12:30pm 

 

Program: 

 

ñRTTY CONTESTING ï BUILDING YOUR STRATEGY AND OPTIMIZING YOUR SCOREò by 
Ed Muns W0YK.  The RTTY Roundup in January 2016 is a focus contest for NCCC, but note 
that these same strategies are relevant to all modes of contesting!  Think about any questions 
you have for Ed W0YK regarding RTTY, and if you need help getting your station on the air 
then Steve W1SRD will be ready to hook you up. 

 

ñTHE 2015 CALIFORNIA QSO PARTY ï SPECIAL AWARDS FOR THE 50TH RUNNING OF 
CQPò by Kevin Rowett K6TD.  NCCC is proud to sponsor another year of CQP, the largest 
QSO party on the planet!  Kevin will explain the special Gold Rush theme for this yearôs event, 
including special event call signs and awards.  Check the www.CQP.org website for a picture of 
the styling Commemorative Coins as well as the County Operating Plan.  Are you ready to help 
make this the greatest CQP on record? CQP is the first weekend of October (in 43 days!). 

 

ñTHE NCCC BBQ ON SEPTEMBER 19THò.  Bob W1RH will share details on this special 
event!  It will include delicious catered food, exciting prizes, and the all-important camaraderie 
of fellow NCCCers and guests. 

http://www.dxuniversity.com/presentations/W0YK%20-%20Essentials%20Of%20RTTY%20Contesting.ppt
http://www.dxuniversity.com/presentations/W0YK%20-%20Essentials%20Of%20RTTY%20Contesting.ppt
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=11&ved=0CFAQFjAKahUKEwjByd_sp8DHAhVDLYgKHY_yCtc&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.dxuniversity.com%2Fpresentations%2FW0YK%2520-%2520Essentials%2520Of%2520RTTY%2520Contesting.ppt&ei=8VDaVYGNGsPaoASP5au4DQ&usg=AF
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QST, Avast, and Yarrr, me Hearties! The long-awaited email announcing the 2015 Pirate QSO  
Party has arrived! 
 

Date & Time:  

 

September 22nd, 2015, 5:30pm to 8:30pm PST (UTC: 
September 23rd, 2015, 0:30 to 3:30) 
 

Frequencies:  

 

15, 20, and 40 meters SSB 
 
For those who missed all the commotion last year, the Pirate QSO Party is a short, light-hearted 
contest which is always on or near Talk Like A Pirate Day (Sep. 19). The rules are rather complicat-
ed, and include unique features of tradable "doubloons"; the fact that that operators are split up into 
two "factions"; a walk-the-plank QSY rule similar to sprint contests; and the encouragement of silli-
ness and pirate talk. The top pirate in each category will be sent a certificate and a token of pirate 
booty. 
 
For more information and rules, please follow this URL: 
http://pirateqsoparty.weebly.com/rules.html 
 
Here is the download link to the pirate logging program from 2014 (may not 
have yet been updated): 
https://github.com/julian94/PirateLogger/raw/master/dist/PirateLogger.jar 
 
Mark your calendars, and remember to keep yer good eye out for any updates! 
 
73 de San, W6RRR (Pirate Captain and Contest Co-ordinator)  
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SEPTEMBER 2015 CW SPRINT  

SPONSORED BY THE NATIONAL CONTEST JOURNAL 
 

The September 2015 running of this contest, ever-popular with CW aficianados, takes place on 
0000Z to 0004Z September 13, 2015.  Thatôs 5 PM to 9 PM local time on Saturday, September 12.   
Complete rules can be found at the NCJ Website:  http://ncjweb.com/Sprint-Rules.pdf. 

 

Activity is limited to 20, 40, and 80 meters, and is concentrated between around 25 KHz to 55 KHz 
up from the low edge of each band.  Note that the rules include a special QSY rule, the purpose of 
which is to prevent anyone  from camping out on a single frequency.  That of course tends to equal-
ize the competition between the big guns and the little pistols.  Your VFO-twirling hand will get a lot 
of exercise in this one.  

 

While itôs true that a lot of speed merchants (and Steve Merchants) participate in this contest, donôt 
worry if you tend to cruise along at 20 WPM ï- go up to 55 KHz or so above the band edge, and 
youôll find plenty of company.  (Just be sure to mind the QSY rule!  And mind the Gap; I mean your 
Gap antenna, of course.)  The really good ops will be happy to match your speed if it means getting 
another Q in their log. 

 

The NCCC usually fields three or so 10-person teams in the NCJ CW Sprint.  What sets us apart 
from our competition (other than that weôre better looking and dress better) is that all of our teams 
consist solely of NCCC members residing within the standard club radius.  So when NCCC #1 wins 
the team competition, which has happened often, we can take pride in the fact that we are geo-
graphically pure, unlike some of our competitor teams. 

 

Iôm taking the signups for this Fallôs NCJ CW Sprint, in lieu of the usual Bob W6RGG.   Send me an 
e-mail to eddrad@aol.com if you havenôt already done so, letting me know your plans for this excit-
ing and fast paced contest. 

 
73,  Ed Radlo  AJ6V 
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NCCC Point Generator Profile  
By W1RH 

 
 
 
Itôs time to re-introduce Steve, N6SJ, to the KB world of NCCC.  Steve, a former member has re-
cently re-joined our team.  By the looks of Steveôs artillery, this is one welcome addition!   
 
 
Name/Call Sign:   N6SJ 
 
Past calls:    WV6SVY (1961), WA6SVY, WA7SVE, WA6CFJ, K6XB 
 
Location:    2100 Bear Gulch Rd, Woodside, CA 94062 
 
How much property do you have?  30 acres (forest terrain in Santa Cruz Mountains) 
 
Describe your antenna system: 
 
Current: SteppIR DB42 on a US Tower HDX-589 crank-up tower.  It is mounted on a NN4ZZ Tilt-
Plate at 90ô.  Rotor is a M2 Orion 2800 controlled by a Green Heron RT-21.  80M dipole at 90ô be-
tween two Douglas firs, fed with open-wire line and a tuner.  144/440 MHz dual band vertical on the 
roof. 
 
Future:   Top-loaded ñTò vertical for 160M strung between tall trees; some kind of low band RX ar-
ray.  Beverages may require too much maintenance from falling limbs! 
 
What's in your shack?   Elecraft K3-P3-KPA500-KAT500.  Kenwood TM-241 for 2M/440.  Dell PC 
running Windows 7, no logging s/w yet.  Boat anchors:  Hallicrafters SX28A, Collins 75A-4. 
 
What are your previous QTH's?   Woodside and San Carlos CA (1973-80); Salt Lake City, Utah 
(1971-73); Sacramento, CA (1961-1970). 
 
If you're working, what is your career?  If not, what was your career?    
Microwave radio communications ~ 40 years.  I started with Farinon Electric in San Carlos, then 
Harris Corporation after they took over Farinon.  I worked in manufacturing, marketing, and field ser-
vices. Then project manager for the City of San Jose and County of Santa Clara for a 40 link public 
safety microwave backbone. 
 
Married? Yes, 44 years to Valerie. Kids? Yes, one son, Christopher. Grandkids? No 
 
How many DXCC entities have you worked?  337.  Need FT/G, 3Y (Bouvet), SV2/a 
 
Whatôs your favorite contest?  ARRL CW Sweepstakes 
 
Any tips for contesters?  No, I still need to learn the latest techniques! 
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What would you like to see changed in NCCC?  n/a 
 
 
Any other hobbies besides ham radio?  Music- Guitar, mainly jazz standards, bossa nova and 
blues.  Winemaking- Planted 40 vines of Chardonnay in 1981, make ~ 5 cases in a good year. 
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