Publication of the
Northern California
Contest Club

Guests are always welcome at the NCCC!
Please join us.

Next Meeting
Reverse Beacon Network and Contest Strategy

Bob Wilson, N6TV
The Economics of Contest Cheating
Tom Berson, ND2T

Date:
Monday 9th July.

Time:
6:00pm schmooze, 6:30pm dinner
7:00pm program

Faultline Brewing Company

1235 Oakmead Pkwy, Sunnyvale, CA
94085

(408) 736-2739

Please RSVP to nccc.treasurer@gmail.com
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From the President...

Losing Enthusiasm or just getting older?

July 1 marks the start of the official NCCC year and with it, time to
renew the annual dues. Tom Berson ND2T has kindly taken on the
role of Dues Chair for this year. You will see a note from him later in
this issue of the JUG.

We have almost 600 members on the NCCC roster; last year 199
members paid their dues and we have a hard core of about 100
members who contribute their scores to NCCC in contest logs.

I’'ve had a number of folks ask me privately why dues aren’t manda-
tory? | suspect every board has gone through this discussion, we did
this year and again decided to leave dues voluntary with a contribu-
tion of $24. We concluded that a mandatory dues program would
do nothing to help grow enthusiasm within NCCC. Enthusiastic folks
don’t need to be cajoled or flogged—they participate (and pay dues)
because they want to.

As a board we did re-affirm that members must pay dues to be eligi-
ble for NCCC awards and plaques—in this way, everyone is partici-
pating together and not relying on the largess of others.

July also brings me to three months completed service as Presi-
dent—25% of my term already gone by. 25% less time to grow en-
thusiasm within the club and increase the spirit of KB before passing
the baton to my successor. A sobering thought and one that again
led me to reach out to past Presidents for their thoughts and wis-
dom.

When | asked one past President for his thoughts, he said... “l don’t
think we are less enthusiastic, perhaps we’re just 10 years older?”

| reflected on this as just a couple of days before | had given a
presentation on Contesting to one of the Radio clubs here in the Bay
Area. Sitting right at the front was a very attentive lady—petite, gray
haired and armed with a walker. After the presentation she came
up and thanked me then proceeded to say... “I’'m 89 you know — |
got my technician license a few weeks ago and I’'m working on my
General. Contesting sounds like a lot of fun and I'll have my son-in-
law take me to the club Field Day this next weekend.”

Enthusiasm isn’t a matter of age, it’s a matter of attitude.
KB!
Stu K6TU
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Northern California Contest Club

Excellence In Amateur Radio Contesting

Officers:

President Stu Phillips K6TU stu@ridgelift.com

Vice President Dean Wood N6DE cqdenbde@gmail.com

Secretary/Treasurer Dave Ritchie WG6DR nccc.treasurer@gmail.com

Past President Chris Tate N6WM ctate@ewnetinc.com

Director Kevin Rowett K6TD kevin@rowett.org

Director John Miller K6MM kemm@arrl.net

Director Ira Stoler K2RD k2rd@arrl.net

Volunteers:

New Member Mentor Al Rendon WT6K wtbk@arrl.net

Charter Member Rusty Epps W60AT wboat@sbcglobal.net

Awards Chairs Joanna Dilley KeYL joanna.kéyl@gmail.com
Rebar Rebarchik N6DB rebar@hamilton.com

CQP Chair Alan Eshleman K6SRZ doctore@well.com

CQP Certificates Andy Faber AE6Y aeby@arrl.net

K6ZM QSL Manager George Daughters K6GT kégt@arrl.net

K6CQP,N6CQP,W6CQP QSL Mgr Ed Muns WOYK wOyk@arrl.net

NCCC Email reflector Admin Phil Verinsky WE6EPK kb-wbtgg@verinsky.com

Webmaster John Miller K6MM kémm@arrl.net

JUG Editors lan Parker W6TCP weétcpian@gmail.com
Stu Phillips K6TU stu@ridgelift.com

Thursday Night Contesting:

NCCC—Sprint Ken Keeler N6RO kenkeeler@jazznut.com
NS Ladder Bill Haddon N6ZFO haddon.bill@gmail.com
Slow NS (SNS) Chris Tate N6WM ctate@ewnetinc.com
NCCC Net NCCC Membership Information
Thursday 8 PM
Freq: 3.610 +/- If you wish to join NCCC, you must fill out an application for membership, which will be
read and voted upon at the next monthly meeting. (PDF application form)
NCCC
Monthly meetings To join, you must reside within club territory which is defined as the maximum of:
take place on the
second Monday of e Northern California, anything north of the Tehachapi's up to the Oregon border, and
each month ! e A part of north-western Nevada (anything within our ARRL 175-mile radius circle cen-

tered at 10 miles North of Auburn on Highway 49).
Details here
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http://nccc.cc/application.html
http://nccc.cc/pdf/application-n3zz.pdf
http://nccc.cc/images/nccc_territory_6_oct_2005.PNG
http://nccc.cc/meetings.html

VP/CC Report
Dean Wood, N6DE

Recognition for NCCC members in June:

K6YL — Joanna spent all of Field Day by coaching new operators with KB operating techniques in the SSB
and GOTA tents at the FARS K6YA site. One of the best things that NCCC members can do in Field Day is to
teach efficient operating skills with an enthusiastic attitude. Great job, Joannal

N6RO M/M team — broke a 20 year old NA M/M record in the All Asian DX CW Contest with over 1.1M
points. Operator list was (alphabetically): K1GI/JIN3NFQ K3EST KEAW N6RO N6WM WAB60 WT6EK

K7XC —Tim went on a 10 day rover trip, travelling approximately 5,000 miles to activate 56 different grid
squares on 6M, running a kilowatt.

July Calendar

IARU HF World Championship: July 14 12Z — July 15 127
http://www.arrl.org/iaru-hf-championship

NAQP RTTY: July 21 18Z — July 22 06Z
http://ncjweb.com/nagprules.php
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CQ WPX RTTY 2012

NCCC Result Summary
Stu Phillips, K6TU

The July edition of CQ Magazine includes the results and contest write up for the 2012 running of the CQ
WPX RTTY contest. You can read the full article written by our own Ed Muns WOYK in the magazine but
here is a short summary for NCCC members.

In the North America Club Competition, NCCC came SECOND to PVRC who this year kicked our butts. It’s
interesting to see the logs/points split between last year and this...

2011 Logs 2011 Points 2012 Logs 2012 Points
PVRC 40 32,600,392 47 43,127,802
NCCC 61 35,334,055 53 38,668,474

| haven’t found a break down in PVRC scores so perhaps they had a couple of DXpeditions to help them?
NCCC members put up a fine showing but we had fewer logs than last year although our total points scored
continues to grow!

Congratulations to the following NCCC members for their results!

Ed WOYK once again scored 1st in the World SOHP(AB) with 11.6M points from P49X on Aruba.

Joanna K6YL and Rick N6DQ scored 1st Oceania MS(AB) from ZL1BD’s QTH while on vacation in New
Zealand!

Jeff WK6I piloted KS7AA to 1st place SOHP(AB) in 7th call area with 3.549M points
Tim K7XC took 1st place SOHP(21) in 7th call area with 197.9K points

Stu K6TU took 1st place SOHP(AB) in 6th call district

Larry WAUAT drove NG6S to 1st place SOHP(21) in 6th call area with 602K points
Steve W60ONV came in 1st place SOLP (21) in 6th call area with 58K points

Jim K60K came in 1st place SOLP(28) in 6th call area with 11.7K points

Apologies if | have inadvertently missed anyone from reading the tables in CQ Magazine...
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Thailand's Intermediate Class examination
was more than just an exam
The examination in order to receive an Intermediate Class amateur radio license 1/2012

by Champ C. Muangamphun E21EIC/KY1A
translation into English by Tony Waltham, HS0ZDX

The first Intermediate Class amateur radio examination in Thailand for almost eight years (the previous ex-
am had been conducted by the Post and Telegraph Department on November 27, 2005) was conducted at
Bangkok University's Kluay Nam Thai campus on May 19, 2012 and went well with a total of 222 candidates
registering to sit the exam while 175 candidates showed up on the day.

This Intermediate Class exam had been organized by the Radio Amateur Society of Thailand under the Royal
Patronage of His Majesty the King (RAST) and took place at Bangkok University (Kluay Nam Thai campus) in
three classrooms, each with 75 seats available, with the registration of candidates, all of whom were novice
radio amateur operators, beginning at 8 a.m. and continuing to around 8.45 a.m.

By 9 a.m. the candidates were ready in the examination rooms with the first part of the Intermediate Class
exam being to receive Morse code sent in English at eight words a minute with a total of 40 character
groups and 12 groups of numbers sent. Before the test began, the examination supervisors sent the charac-
ters A to Z twice to familiarize the candidates with the audio tones and to help reduce tension among the
candidates before starting the test -- although, for some, this may have increased their anxiety. For this
Morse code receiving test, RAST had prepared a total of 10 sets of characters and the candidates in each
room had a different set to identify.

At 10 a.m. this was followed by the theory part of the exam and after supervisors had collected the candi-
dates' responses to the Morse code test. The theory section comprised 50 multiple choice questions of
which candidates only had to answer 30 correctly to pass and all these questions were in accordance with
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those published in the Intermediate exam handbook that had been made available earlier by RAST. Around
10 sets of questions had been prepared and each row of candidates received a different set of questions
from those in adjacent rows. The theory part of the exam lasted for an hour and a half or until 11.30 a.m.

After the theory exam there was a break for lunch for the candidates who had still to take the remaining part
of the exam in the afternoon while the supervisors and invigilators who were both staff from the secretariat
of the NBTC and from RAST were reviewing the responses to the Morse code receiving test.

| would like to say that the examiners from the NBTC and RAST were keen to see every candidate pass in ac-
cordance with the rules and enjoyed marking the papers very much. However, some candidates had made
mistakes with just one character -- but in each of six different character groups and in order to pass they
needed to not have more than five character groups with errors and this had caused the examiners to review
and recount the mistakes again and again and it was with heavy hearts that they recorded mistakes in six
character groups in these cases.

| noticed that from looking at the responses to the Morse code receiving test, those who passed did so either
with full marks and no mistakes or with errors in just one or two character groups while several candidates
who failed the Morse test had sent in an almost completely blank sheet of paper. But what puzzles me about
those who failed the Morse code receive test is that in two or three papers candidates had written down eve-
ry character group, but not a single group was correct while some had made correction marks. | would like to
emphasize that Morse code is a skill and a skill needs to be gained through practice. Simply memorizing it is
not enough to help you to pass. To summarize, Morse code is not difficult but you can't second guess it.
There were three examiners to review each answer sheet, one from the NBTC and two from RAST, and all
three examiners had to sign each page of the candidates' responses.

At 1 p.m. the results of the Morse code receiving test were announced with a total of 43 candidates passing
this, being 13 in Room 1, 14 in Room 2 and 15 in room 3.
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Then there was a practical test to send Morse code at a speed of eight words a minute with 40 character
groups and 12 letter groups, with this taking place in each of the three examination rooms and with four can-
didates sending Morse simultaneously, so a total of 12 candidates were demonstrating their capabilities at a
given time. For sending Morse, NBTC officials invited four candidates into each room while the code groups
used were selected at random from a total of 10 sets so that it was certain that each candidate had a unique
set of characters to send.

Taking this test to send Morse code is special and is part of the essence of stepping forward to become an
Intermediate Class radio ham and | regard this examination to have been a classic occasion on a global scale
since those who passed could be proud that they were among a few such qualified persons since Thailand is
one of not many countries that still have a Morse code requirement for amateur radio operators.

| saw many nervous people, which is understandable since these were the symptoms that the supervisor in
front of them had once felt when he had been just like them and it is certain that every supervisor well un-
derstands the mental state of the person who is about to take the test. | heard many supervisors saying "take
a deep breath, be calm and send when you are ready" while many candidates were showing symptoms of
fear with shaking hands, taking shallow breaths and perspiring profusely. Many candidates had practiced well
but still had the possibility of failing because of anxiety. But everything went well for 43 persons who passed
the test to send Morse code in line with the principles of "good, moderate or enough." Indeed, no one failed
this test.

| believe that the candidates, the supervisors and the invigilators could feel a bonding during this Intermedi-
ate Class exam when the warmth and familiarity throughout the exam was completely different from that
which | have experienced at other exams. Indeed, over the years | have had the opportunity to participate in
at least 10 Intermediate Class examinations organized earlier by the Post and Telegraph Department. At eve-
ry exam location candidates would be encouraged by their seniors, even though those taking the exam would
be few in number. In addition, almost everyone would know each other and this has helped to bind together
the Intermediate Class amateur radio community. Let me explain further:

The team of examiners for the May 19, 2012 Intermediate Class exam was comprised of 23 experienced and
knowledgeable Intermediate Class Thai radio amateurs capable of sending and receiving Morse code and |
would like to mention their callsigns here: HS1JNB, HSINIV, HS2JFW, HS6MYW, HS6NDK, HS7JJY, HS7UCQ,
HS8KAY, HS8KGG, HSOEHF, HSONNU, HSOOAG, HSOXNO, E21AQY, E21EIC, E21EJC, E21IZC, E21YDP, E27EK,
E20HHK, E20KEW, E20PFE and E20YLM. In addition, there was a supporting team of Intermediate Class radio
amateurs who helped oversee the exam, these being HS1ASC, HS1CHB, HS4RAY, HS4SCl, HS4SSP, HSOVDX,
E20GJW, E20NKB along with a team from RAST comprising HS1FRU, HS9CGJ, JAIWTI, HSOZCX, HSOZFZ and
HSOZII.

It was a special feeling that is very difficult to describe when | heard the sound of Morse code being tapped
out simultaneously from four keys in each room and this created joy in the hearts of many of the invigilators
who stood behind the candidates listening to them. | noticed that all of them were smiling with true pride
and | also saw the face of Mr Anant Chuaycharb from the NBTC who has overseen exams for many years, in-
cluding for me as well as for many others 10 years ago, and he was also smiling with pride as well. Today, the
NBTC secretariat has just three officials who know Morse code.
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| would also like to praise three women who passed the Morse code practical test, one of whom was from
Prachin Buri province who remarked to me with joy and in tears: "l had never sent Morse before and now |
have done it." May | offer her my congratulations.

The results of the theory exam will be made by the NBTC in one to two months' time and a formal announce-
ment will be posted on the NBTC web site as well as on the RAST web site. As for the date of the next Inter-
mediate Class examination, it is expected that it will be conducted towards the end of this year or early next
year.

Finally, for those who failed one part of the exam, please go back and prepare to retake it since everyone has
the opportunity to move forward to become an Intermediate Class radio amateur. Don't be discouraged.
Passing this examination to receive an Intermediate Class certificate is easy -- but is just the first step in as-
suming a leading role on the HF bands, which is more difficult than passing the exam itself. As for the new
Intermediate Class radio hams among the 43 who passed the Morse code test, whenever you get on the air
you will meet those people mentioned earlier for certain and when you have received your Intermediate
Class license please let me know in order to obtain a free copy of the book "Guidelines for HF Operating for
New Hams."

Let's meet at the ceremony to award the Intermediate Class license to be presented by the Chairman of the
NBTC at the office of the Secretariat of the NBTC!
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Invites you to the
Pacific Northwest DX Convention

in beautiful POrtland, Oregon

August 3-5, 2012

Monarch Hotel
12566 SE 93rd Ave
Clackamas, OR 97015

www.monarchhotel.cc

Reservations: 800-492-8700 or 503-652-1518
(Ask for DX Convention rates)

Preliminary Speakers include:
Dave Patton, NN1N, from ARRL HQ, responsible for DXCC and Contesting

Bob Locher, WOBKNI, from Bencher Paddies, idiom Press
Jim Fenstermaker, K&JF, “"A DXers Trip through Europe”

DOOR PRIZES!
Renew old acquaintances and
have a great time

Registration form is available on the WVDXC website:
www.WVDXC.org

Questions? Contact Al Rovner, K7AR e-mail: KTAR@arr .net




Please consider writing an article for JUG !

August 2012 Newsletter Deadline—July 28th

This is your newsletter so lets make it something we are proud of. I hope you will consider writing an article for
the JUG! Whether its about your station, recent contest experience or a technical article we would appreciate
hearing from you.

Send your articles to lan WO6TCP wb6tcp@comcast.net and Stu K6TU stu@ridgelift.com
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