
 

 

Presidentôs Report 
 
Hey KBôers, 

 

Well, it finally came.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Iôm talking about the 2017 RTTY Round Up gav-
el.  It arrived a bit over a year following the con-
test but, heyé.itôs a win, right? 

 

Look at it.  Itôs all shiny.  Pretty impressive, right?  
Itôs just what every contest club president wants. 

 

Only one problem. 

 

Itôs a gavel for a first place win in the Medium 
Club Category. 

 

Come on, guys and gals.  Is this really what we 
want?  Medium Club?  NCCC? 

 

Nahé.thatôs not us. 

 

Weôre one of the best contest clubs in the world 
and, for ARRL contests, we want to win in the 
Unlimited Club Category. 

 

Period. 
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NCCC Meeting 

Tuesday 13th March 

 
Time:   

6:00pm schmooz; 6:30pm dinner, 7:00pm program   

 

 

Watch the reflector for more information 

LǎǎǳŜ рпу 

WŀƴǳŀǊȅ нлму 
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Officers:               

tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ      .ƻō IŜǎǎ  ²мwI  ǿмǊƘϪȅŀƘƻƻΦŎƻƳ 
±ƛŎŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ κ/ƻƴǘŜǎǘ /ƘŀƛǊ /ƘǊƛǎ ¢ŀǘŜ   bс²a  ŎǘŀǘŜϪŜǿƴŜǝƴŎΦŎƻƳ 
¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊ  5ƛŎƪ ²ƛƭǎƻƴ  Yс[wb  ǘǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊΦƴŎŎŎϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ  
{ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ  Lŀƴ tŀǊƪŜǊ   ²с¢/t  ǎŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅΦƴŎŎŎϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ  
tŀǎǘ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ   ғƻǇŜƴҔ 
5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ     wǳǎǘȅ 9ǇǇǎ  ²сh!¢   ǿсƻŀǘϪǎōŎƎƭƻōŀƭΦƴŜǘ 
5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊΥ                         wƛŎƘ /ǳǘƭŜǊ  ²/сI  ǿŎсƘϪȅŀƘƻƻΦŎƻƳ 
5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊΥ                         wƻƴ /ŀǎǘǊƻ  bсL9  ǊƻƴŎϪǎƻƴƛŎΦƴŜǘ 

Volunteers: 
bŜǿ aŜƳōŜǊ aŜƴǘƻǊ  !ƭ wŜƴŘƻƴ  ²¢сY  ǿǘсƪϪŀǊǊƭΦƴŜǘ    
/ƘŀǊǘŜǊ aŜƳōŜǊ  wǳǎǘȅ 9ǇǇǎ  ²сh!¢   ǿсƻŀǘϪǎōŎƎƭƻōŀƭΦƴŜǘ 
!ǿŀǊŘǎ /ƘŀƛǊ  DŀǊȅ WƻƘƴǎƻƴ b!сh  ƎǿƧϪǿōфƧǇǎΦŎƻƳ   
/vt /ƘŀƛǊ  WƻƘƴ aƛƭƭŜǊ  Yсaa  ƪсƳƳϪŀǊǊƭΦƴŜǘ 
Yс½a v{[ aŀƴŀƎŜǊ  DŜƻǊƎŜ 5ŀǳƎƘǘŜǊǎ YсD¢  ƪсƎǘϪŀǊǊƭΦƴŜǘ 
Yс/vtΣbс/vtΣ²с/vt v{[ aƎǊ 9Ř aǳƴǎ  ²л¸Y  ǿлȅƪϪŀǊǊƭΦƴŜǘ 
b/// 9Ƴŀƛƭ ǊŜƅŜŎǘƻǊ !ŘƳƛƴ tƘƛƭ ±ŜǊƛƴǎƪȅ ²сtY  ƪō-ǿсǘǉƎϪǾŜǊƛƴǎƪȅΦŎƻƳ 
²ŜōƳŀǎǘŜǊ  WƻƘƴ aƛƭƭŜǊ  Yсaa  ƪсƳƳϪŀǊǊƭΦƴŜǘ 
²ŜōƛƴŀǊǎ  .ƛƭƭ CŜƘǊƛƴƎ  ²фYYb  ōƛƭƭҌƴŎŎŎϪǿфƪƪƴΦƴŜǘ   
W¦D 9ŘƛǘƻǊ  Lŀƴ tŀǊƪŜǊ  ²с¢/t  ǿсǘŎǇƛŀƴϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ 
    

Thursday Night Sprint: 
 
¢ƘŜ bƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀ /ƻƴǘŜǎǘ /ƭǳō ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊǎ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ όb! ƭƻŎŀƭ ǝƳŜύ ŎƻƴǘŜǎǘ ǇǊŀŎǝŎŜ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ол ƳƛƴǳǘŜ ŘǳǊŀǝƻƴΦ   
 
hƴ ǘƘŜ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ όŀƴŘΣ ǎƻƳŜǝƳŜǎ CǊƛŘŀȅ ŀƭǎƻύ ǇǊƛƻǊ ǘƻ ŀ ƳŀƧƻǊ ŎƻƴǘŜǎǘ ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘΣ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŀŎǝŎŜ ŦƻǊƳŀǘ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿǎ ǘƘŜ ǳǇŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŎƻƴǘŜǎǘΦ  
 
DŜƴŜǊŀƭƭȅΣ ƻƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎǎΣ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ŦƻǊƳŀǘ ƛǎ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘΣ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ b{ ƻǊ Ϧb/// {ǇǊƛƴǘϦΦ ¢ƘŜ b{ ōŜƎŀƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ƻŦ 
нллп ŀǎ ŀ ǎƴŀǇǇȅΣ ŎƻƴŎƛǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŜǎǘ ƻŎŎǳǊǊƛƴƎ Ƴƻǎǘ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ ƴƛƎƘǘǎΣ bƻǊǘƘ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ǝƳŜΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǇƻǿŜǊ ƭƛƳƛǘ ƛǎ млл ǿŀǧǎΦ   
 
 
¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ bƛƎƘǘ /ƻƴǘŜǎǝƴƎ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ŀƴŘ CƻǳƴŘŜǊ  .ƛƭƭΣ bс½Ch 
b/// /² {ǇǊƛƴǘ      ¢ƻƳΣ bо½½ όƛƴƛǝŀƭƭȅΣ YŜƴ bсwh ύ 
b/// w¢¢¸ {ǇǊƛƴǘ      YŜƴΣ Yсaw  
b/// {ǇǊƛƴǘ [ŀŘŘŜǊ     .ƛƭƭΣ bс½Ch 
{ǇǊƛƴǘ ²Ŝō ƳŀǎǘŜǊ  ǿǿǿΦƴŎŎŎǎǇǊƛƴǘΦŎƻƳ  WƻƘƴΣ YсaaΦ 
 
ƴƻƴ-b///Υ       ¢ƛƳ bоv9 ό[ŀŘŘŜǊ {ŎƻǊŜǎ ƳŀƴŀƎŜǊ ύ 
¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ ƴƛƎƘǘ /ƻƴǘŜǎǝƴƎ !ŘǾƛǎƻǊȅ DǊƻǳǇΥ  bс½ChΣ .ƛƭƭ ό/ƘŀƛǊύ 
             aŀǊƪ Yс¦ChΣ όǿƛǘƘ ²пb½Σ bп!CΣ ²фw9Σ Yп.!LΣ bо.. ŀƴŘ ²л.IύΦ 
¢ƘŜ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ ƴƛƎƘǘ b/// bŜǘ    YŜƴΣ bсwh 
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Thanks to N6WMôs motivation, and cheerleading, however, itôs looking like thereôs a good chance 
we will win the 2018 ARRL RTTY Round Up in OUR category.  PVRC has not conceded, and weôre 
not going to declare a win until the results are out.  Trust me, KBôers, we have a good shot at the 
win! 

 

Chris, N6WM, and I were joking about burning that Medium Club gavel at the next NCCC BBQ as a 
show of solidarity.  Maybeé..hmmm 

 

And, then thereôs NAQP and the 4-Club Challenge. 

 

The way to win the Challenge is to get you guys and gals ON THE AIR.  We always have the heavy 
hitters present.  Thatôs not the issue.  We need you guys to turn on your radios and make ONE Q!  
Just ONE Q.  Submit your ONE Q log (should not be a lot of corrections involved) and call it a 
dayé.golf, water skiing, surfing, whateveré.all of the stuff those East Coast guys canôt do! 

As for participation (logs), hereôs a look at what I found on 3830: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The DFW Contest Group is new to the Challenge this year.  They may not be posting all of their 
scores on 3830, so we will wait for the results to see just how many logs they have in the hopper.  In 
all fairness, we just voted them into the Challenge in January, so they had little time to rally the 
troops.  Theyôre a solid club, so I expect they will be a serious competitor in future years. 

Last year, PVRC lost the cup to SMC, who really came through in the NAQP summer series.  A look 
at the participation shows you that they are coming back with a vengeance this year.  PVRC did 
over 100 logs in the January CW.  We can do that, KBôers!  We have the numbers.  Get on and do 
ONE Q!  SMC caught up last year.  We can too.  RTTY is our thing at NCCC, so letôs see at least 60 
participants this year. 

   

Go NCCC! 

NCCC got a lot of recognition for our efforts to seek change in an ARRL that is just not the same 

ARRL we have known and loved for years and years.  Our ñStatementò regarding the censure of 

N6AA and the new Code of Conduct got passed around to many, many clubs across the country.  In 

addition, it was sent to every officer, director, and vice-director.  We were one of the first clubs to 

step up and take a stand.  Many clubs followed us and we have seen some change as a result. 

Bob W1RH 
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K-Pod Revisited 

Ken  K6MR 
 

The Problem 

 

When the K-Pod accessory was released for the Elecraft K3, my initial reaction was less than en-
thusiastic.  I had tried using a Flex Control several years earlier with the Anan 100D SDR, and 
found the hand and arm position necessary while tuning awkward and uncomfortable.  Initially I 
thought that maybe it was ñmuscle memoryò, having never used anything but a standard radio with 
ñThe Big Knobò on the front of the radio in a nearly vertical position.  I gave the Flex Knob a couple 
of months in the shack, but finally decided the SDR with the tuning knob on the table was just not 
for me.  

I could see the advantage of a tuning knob (plus a few macro buttons) that could be placed close to 
the keyboard.  I am a bit of a Sprint fanatic, so reducing the movement between the keyboard and 
the VFO to a few inches sideways rather than reaching over the keyboard to the radio seemed logi-
cal. And, everyone else seemed to be using the K-Pod successfully so perhaps a bit of practice 
would make it work. 

 

Attempt, Failure, and Brainstorming 
 

After a few weeks of CWTs and NS sessions using the K-Pod, I was back to square one.  I kept 
reaching for the radio VFO knob.  The position of the K-Pod just was not working for me. I just could 
not find a comfortable position. Muscle memory was stronger than I suspected. 

I decided what was needed was to duplicate the position and angle of the radio VFO A knob.  But 
make it so I could move it around on the desk.  However, it needed to stay in position during use.  
As designed, the K-Pod stays put nicely since all the forces you apply tend to be virtually straight 
down.  When I tipped it up on end, with the knob facing me, I could see that pressing a button or us-
ing the knob A/B/RIT switch would easily move it. 

Also, just tipping it up with the cables exiting the (now) top of the device meant the A/B/RIT switch 
was difficult to access.  Not to mention that the switch was pretty much hidden from view. 

 

The Archimedes Moment (or that small coastal town in Northern California)  

 

Like most ideas, it was light bulb time.  I turned the K-Pod upside down, knob facing me.  Hmm.  
Cables were now on the bottom, out of the way.  The VFO control switch was easily accessed 
(though the labels were upside down), and all the macros buttons easily accessible.  It seemed per-
fect. 

 

But how to hold it in this position?  I tried a few ideas using aluminum angle, some rubber feet, that 
kind of thing.  But the K-Pod is pretty light, and I was having trouble getting enough weight to keep it 
stable. 

 

Then it hit me.  What else needs to stay put on the desk while you are applying forces that tend to 
move it around?  Keyer paddles.  A quick look at my Bencher BY-1 looked promising.  Roughly the 
right size. Plenty heavy.  The base plate has some holes already drilled that I thought might be just 
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right for mounting the K-Pod.  Worth a try.  Vibroplex (the current owner of Bencher) sent me a raw 
base plate within a couple of days. 

 

The Result 
 

The pictures below show the result.  Drilling a couple of small holes in the K-Pod ófootô, removing the 
rubber bumpers, a bit of hardware from the junk box and I had it.  A few stick-on rubber feet on the 
bottom of the base plate keeps it in place nicely.  I also found that using the VFO switch was actual-
ly easier since I can grip the top of the K-Pod and squeeze the switch between my thumb and index 
finger.  The macro buttons are easily accessed.  The angle of the K-Pod is also easily adjustable if 
you like the VFO knob tipped back a bit. 

 

Yes, the labels are upside down. But Iôve found that I rarely look at the panel during operation.  
When I do I find Iôve easily adapted to the new position of the LEDs.  And having the control close 
by the keyboard has definitely reduced the mileage covered between typing and tuning. Since I 
rarely use the mouse during contests, my hand/arm movement has been reduced significantly.  

Iôm probably the only one in the world that could not adapt to the K-Pod as designed.  But in case 
there is another oddball out there, I hope this helps.  Total cost was $50 for the paddle base.  I have 
been using it for a few weeks now and it has been working great.  I started using two keyboards a 
while ago, so now I need to build another one for the  other radio.  But now I know just what to do. 
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Chris N6WM getting ready to slay RTTY RU 2018 from N6RO 

 

VP/CC's Corner  

 

The NAQP Challenge continues.. 

(lets put our setups that allowed us to produce a winning roundup effort to use for the challenge!) 

 

I would like to say thanks all the NCCC team members who took the time to get on the air for the 
CW and SSB NAQP events, helping rack points up for our 4 club national challenge, as well as par-
ticipation points for our internal KB awards program.  The amount of signups and indeed team as-
signments seem to reflect an increased focus of participation..  and why not?  Itôs a lot of fun and 
you are competing on a personal, club and national level simultaneously! 

 

The SSB NAQP preliminary reports are posted.  Our NCCC team #1 appears to have won the team 
competition!  This is fantastic!  Congratulations gang. 843,893 points!!!  Team 2 managed to make it 
into the top 10 as well, in a very competitive race.  Great job to everyone.  As far as I can see a 
PVRC team did not make the top 10, however SMC did have a couple in there as well.   

So we have one more to go for the winter cycle.  NAQP RTTY.  Well.. coincidentally, we all had 
prepped our stations for RTTY roundup, so our setups are in order, we know what we need to do, 
so getting on the air on a Saturday for a medium format day of contest should not be too hard for all 
of us to show up for.  The RTTY event is 1800 UTC 2/24 to 0600 2/25.  Mark it on your calendar, 
and be ready to diddle. 

 

Lets see if we can show SMC the door.  And remember, even if you donôt have a lot of time, just a 
few QSOôs has a dramatic impact on our overall standing.  So please, even if you are not available 
full time, jump in and work a few.  Submit to 3830 and get that log into ncjweb.com and you have 
done your part for the club. 
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It would not be a good N6WM writeup if I didnôt include some little extra for the team.  Tonight, I 
wanted to share with you something that some of you may not realize.  Most operators add a second 
decoder to their rtty arsenal.  And usually its 2 tone.  This application is regularly updated, with new 
technology and algorithms.   But sometimes just one is not enough.  With varying band conditions, 
you need all the help you can get to maintain an accurate log and print as many who are calling as 
possible.   

 

You can take advantage of these multiple decode algorithms simultaneously, but it does take some 
tricks.    

How to get multiple 2 tone instances done in N1MM 

 

2 tone has 4 different decode alorithms.  You can use 1, 2 or more. But the key is you need a sepa-
rate install directory for each.  Lets take a look 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is a typical directory structure for 2 sets of 3 decoders.  Why 2 sets?  SO2R of course, each ra-
dio requires individual decoders for each desired algorithm.   So to start you will want to download 
and extract the first one, and then copy an additional folder for each instance you will run. 

 

Once you have created your 2 tone directories, you will need to setup your Digital interface window 
to support them.  Assuming you are already up and running with MMTTY to transmit..   we will show 
how to get those multiple decoders working for you.   

 

Alright, there are some tips and tricks to this.  N2IC coded this DI window many years ago.  Its not 
the most intuitive setup interface and itôs a little buggy.  Here is the tip.  Leave all of you DI windows 
detached until you have them ALL SET UP.  Then after completion, select setup > add rx windows > 
enable attached windows.  If you do not do this, and you make a mistake, the menus to reverse the 
mistake will not be available to you.  Some of you will probably thank me some day for saving you a 
huge hassle figuring this out! 

 

Now, lets move on to getting this set up.  You have created your separate instances of 2 tone as 
shown above, lets get all of them going simultaneously, starting with the first one. 
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From the DI window, go to setup > add rx windows > open additional RX windows.  THis will add 
your DI RX windows setup form.  You are going to setup your 2tone under Window type: MMTTY, (I 
told you, not intuitive).  Then under MMTTY setup,  Click the select button to browse to the folder 
and then executable of the instance of 2 tone you want to use.  Thatôs it, donôt worry about any of the 
other selections.  Just that one.  Then click save.  Lets take a look 
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Ok, easy enough.  Lets move on.  After you click save, the DI window will close and reopen again.  
Your first 2tone window will pop up.  Go into setup, settings and select the correct RX audio channel, 
it will be the same one you use in MMTTY.  And of course set up your mark/space frequency the 
same as the tone set on your radio.. you should now see the RTTY Decode passband. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Great.  Now for the chosen algorithm.  You can choose from 4. spread, selective, flat or flutter.  To 
learn more about what these different decode methods are, I encourage you to read about them on 
AA5AUôs rtty contesting page.  Assuming however you will use them all, each instance you setup, 
you need to make the selection with the button in the middle left.  In the above image, I have select-
ed spread.  Clicking on the button cycles through the different selections. 

 

 

So that one is done.  We are ready to go with spread.  Now you get to repeat this entire drill again 
for the next one, and then the next, (up to 4)selecting a 2tone instance from one of your OTHER 
clone 2tone folders, and set that one say, for selective.  Then again for flat, etc..  remember you 
MUST have a separate folder instance setup for each one.   Once you have done this, these are the 
windows you should see. 

 

 

Notice each one has a different method of decode selected. 
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Ok, so we are almost ready to roll here with our N1MM Multiple decode windows.  During this pro-
cess, numerous  DI windows have been spawned. And they are floating around on your desktop, 
because you heeded my warning and saved this final important step for last.  You are now going to 
attach all these windows into the master window so you have them all in one go to and organized 
place. 

 

Setup > add rx windows > enable attached RX windows.  And bada boom!  There they all are.  
Ready to up you game, and improve your decode accuracy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mmtty is the big window, 1-1 through 1-4 are each separate 2tone instances 

As you decode stations in the contest, you will see the technology work for you, as callsigns show 
up in some, and not others depending on the ones that work. 

This is by no way a complete tutorial, but you may find it useful in a pinch.  I encourage one and all 
to check all the resources provided by AA5AU at rttycontesting.com.   

Good luck in the NAQP RTTY competition and go NCCC! 

Until next time KB! 

Chris, N6WM 
VP/CC 
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Point Generator Profile 

Bob, W1RH 
 

 

Itôs about time we featured our VP/CC!  Chris is a valuable asset in our club.  Heôs not only a seri-
ous point generator but he helps our members generate more points.  Chris is a Flex Radio super-
user.  He has operated contests at not only his own station but many times at N6RO and also at 
ZF1A.  Chris is also a major part of the K6LRG contest station group. 
 
I want to note that Chris was first licensed in 2007 and has 314 DXCC Entities worked.  That is just 
awesome.  Not many can say that they have worked over 300 over a 10 year period. 
 
Now, letôs hear it all from Chris: 
 
Name/Call Sign: Christopher Tate N6WM    
 
Past calls: KI6LGJ,K6CMD,AF6JG   
 
Location: Fremont, CA    
 
How much property do you have? I have a traditional city lot house in the Glenmore district 
of Fremont, and am grateful to have a long term lease co-operative of a hilltop station with some 
other friends/business partners in the East Livermore Hills that we call K6LRG.  
 
Describe your antenna system: 
 
Current 
Home QTH(test lab) 
SteppIR dipole chimney mounted @ 30 ft 
Vertical for 40/80 
 
Hilltop QTH 1860ft el. (K6LRG, fully remote control capable) 
10m: Hygain 103ba 
15m: Force 12 EF415 4L 
20m: Hygain 204BA with W6NL high wind/hilltop mods 
40m: Cushcraft 402CD 2 element beam 
80m: Inverted L between to 55ft towers N6BV Choke 
160m: Inverted L? traversing the compound K9YC Choke 
 
Most have been placed at correct place, height based on the hilltop TA. (40 could be better). 
 
Future: 4 element beam for 10M, Rotatable low band listening loop  
 
What's in your shack?   
Fremont lab: 
Flex 6600-M 
Flex/4O3A Power genius XL 
All pre-release equipment testing as part of my volunteer duties as Flex Radio Systems Contesting 
Champion, an advocate advising FRS on contest related issues, and helping others users with is-
sues as pertains to contesting. 
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K6LRG Op position 3 
Flex 6500 
Expert 2KFA 
5B4AGNfilters/SixPacks 
Fully automated, Fully remote capable   
 
I also contribute and participate as an active member of the Radio Oakley/N6RO contest team 
Where we use K3ôs, Flex, Alphas, Acoms, Power Geniusôs and monoband stacksé. You get the 
picture. 
 
What are your previous QTH's? 
Brentwood, CA 
Mountain View CA 
Yokosuka Japan (US Naval Hospital Corps, USS Midway) 
Ross, CA    
 
If you're working, what is your career?  If not, what was your career?    
Information technology, currently as a High Performance Computer Cluster Engineer 
 
Married? YES  Kids? 2 of my own sons and 2 stepsons  Grandkids? No! 
 
How many DXCC entities have you worked?  314, 5BDXCC(+12,17,30) CQ WAZ, 5BWAS, 
TPWAS, 160WAS, DXCC Challenge(1500 level).  Currently a team member on the upcoming VP6D 
expedition, planned later this year, on Sept/Oct 2018 to return the favors of some QSOôs to the 
community 
 
Whatôs your favorite contest?  Almost all of them.. I currently focus on RTTY contesting, 
CQWW and WPX in all modes.  particularly from DX locations   
 
Any tips for contesters?  Try and find a balance of everyday life with contesting. Even if a 
top competitor, pick and choose carefully, get good at the ones you pick, but leave some time for 
non contesting/non-ham activities!  There is a contest every weekend, donôt spend them all on the 
air, and when you are on the air, be good at it!  
 
What would you like to see changed in NCCC? I would very much like to see our member-
ship ranks increase, So we can take another run at beating PVRC in sweepstakes and more.  
 
Any other hobbies besides ham radio?  Is climbing towers a hobby?  Ok, I like to ski, hike, 
fine dining, travel, and do activities with my wife and kids. 
 
Some fun notes:  I was first licensed as a ham in 2007, and I am just now coming up for my first li-
cense renewal. In 2008 I shared the Rookie of the year award with Iain N6ML and have subse-
quently been awarded Operating excellence awards in both RTTY and SSB modes.  I was VP/CC 
of the NCCC in 2010, and President in 2011. I have spent nearly half my time as an amateur in 
some kind of service to the NCCC and its membership, and care very deeply for this organization.  I 
am a contributing contest author in QST in charge of writeups for the ARRL DX SSB contest as well 
as other articles on request, and was recently profiled in NCJ (June 2017), a great place to read 
more of my story.  
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