
 

 

Presidentôs Report 
 
Hello KBôers! 

 
 
I writing this, my official month-of-May Presi-
dentôs article, on June 4th, much to the dismay 
of our Jug editor I might add.  I did want to wait 
until after the election meeting, however, before I 
wrote this article for the Jug. 
 
 
Yesterdayôs meeting, at Cattlemanôs in Liver-
more, was really a good one.  Our new Board 
was elected, and this included Chris, N6WM, 
stepping up to take on the VP/CC job, replacing 
Steve, W1SRD.   
 
 
The new Board pretty much resembles our last 
Board: 
 
 
President ï W1RH (third term) 
VP/CC ï N6WM (first term) 
Secretary ï W6TCP (second term) 
Treasurer ï K6LRN (second full term although 
Dick did do a partial third term) 
Past President ï Will go unfilled (after three 
terms in this position, Rick, N6RK, opted out) 
Director ï W6OAT (third term) 
Director ï N6IE (third term) 
Director ï (WC6H) (third term) 
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NCCC JULY Meeting 

Tuesday 11th July 
 

6pm Social , 6:30 pm Dinner 7pm Program 
 
Location 
Sneha 1214 Apollo Way, Ste 404B, Sunnyvale, CA 94085 
     

Program 
Chris N6WM Contesting Plans for 2017/2018 

 

See you there !!! 

LǎǎǳŜ рпл 

aŀȅ нлмт 
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Officers:               

tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ      .ƻō IŜǎǎ  ²мwI  ǿмǊƘϪȅŀƘƻƻΦŎƻƳ 
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b/// 9Ƴŀƛƭ ǊŜƅŜŎǘƻǊ !ŘƳƛƴ tƘƛƭ ±ŜǊƛƴǎƪȅ ²сtY  ƪō-ǿсǘǉƎϪǾŜǊƛƴǎƪȅΦŎƻƳ 
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 NCCC Membership Information 
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ǘŜǊŜŘ ŀǘ мл ƳƛƭŜǎ bƻǊǘƘ ƻŦ !ǳōǳǊƴ ƻƴ IƛƎƘǿŀȅ пфύΦ 

 

 
b///Y. 

NCCC Net 

¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ у ta 

CǊŜǉΥ оΦсмл Ҍκ- 

NCCC  

Visit the meetings 
page of the NCCC 
website here for  
details of the next 
meeting 

http://nccc.cc/membership.html
http://nccc.cc/images/nccc_territory_6_oct_2005.PNG
http://nccc.cc/meetings.html
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This Board continues on the track I desired when I took on my first term as President, with all of our 
Board members belonging to at least one other club: 
 
W1RH ï MLDXCC 
N6WM ï MLDXCC, PL259, REDXA 
K6LRN ï MLDXCC, REDXA  
W6OAT ï PL259 
N6IE ï REDXA 
WC6H ï MLDXCC 
W6TCP ïMLDXCC, PL259 
 
Iôll also note that K6MM, my mentor in the club and unofficial Board member, is also a member of 
MLDXCC, PL259, and REDXA. 
 
We have a very unique situation here in NorCal, with several smaller clubs within our circle.  As 
N6WM pointed out yesterday, this is something to be celebrated as long as each club enjoys a mu-
tual respect from the other clubs. 
 
I canôt say enough about our departing VP/CC, Steve, W1SRD.  I twisted his arm to join our Board 
in my first term.  He was reluctant due to a heavy work load, which included long hours and much 
travel.  Despite that, Steve was present at most of our Board meetings and was always there for me 
as an advisor and as someone I could bounce ideas off of. 
 
Saturdayôs meeting featured a short picture tour of the Dayton Hamvention, with N6WM, N6TV, 
W6RGG, and me commenting on our experiences this year in Dayton.  Our new VP/CC also did a 
short review of where he feels the club will be going in the next few years. 
 
Our featured presenter was Jim, K9YC, who delivered a fantastic talk on placement of coaxial stubs 
in a SO2R or multi-op operation.  Jimôs talk was easy to follow, with many questions from our mem-
bers in attendance.   
 
We voted in a new member: Dave, K6JOX, who lives in San Lorenzo.  Welcome Dave! 
 
We also had a new attendee at our Saturday meeting: Bill, W9KKN, who lives in Sunnyvale.  Bill, 
who referred to contesting as a drug (I believe), delivered his application for membership after the 
meeting.  Welcome Dave!  My guess is that weôll probably decide to vote you in! 
 
I was really pumped after Saturdayôs meeting.  We had a good crowd, good food, good presenta-
tions, and everyone seemed to have a good time. 
 
There was a down-side to Saturdayôs meeting howeveré.. 
 
We did not do a WebEx session for our members in the hinterlands.  Our active members who live 
so far out (K6MR and W6SX for instance) can rarely attend a meeting and deserve the WebEx ses-
sions.  We need someone to volunteer to take this on.  It is important to the continued health of our 
club.  Itôs really a shame that there are many out there who missed Jimôs talk. 
 
 
I had never planned on taking on a third term as President.  Indeed, how could I with a two-term lim-
it?  Well, the recent Bylaws vote took care of that one, and here I am.  This third term, however, will 
be my last.  It appears that we have at least two prominent members who may be available to take 
on the Presidentôs position next year. 
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Yesterdayôs meeting had me looking back at the last two years.  Iôll never forget my first meeting, as 
President.  It was at a Mexican restaurant, in Pleasant Hill.  This was our first ever weekend meet-
ing, and I was really wondering how the idea of doing weekend meetings would be accepted.  I 
canôt thank N6TV and W6CT enough for finding that location. 
 
Following that first meeting, which turned out to have a good sized crowd, several of you ap-
proached me with ideas.  I recall W0YK asking about life membership.  Someone asked about do-
ing a BBQ.  Someone else asked about starting up the holiday dinners again.  And there were one 
or two of you who brought up the Clubôs lack of interest in VHF contests. 
 
I made notes after the meeting and vowed to, one way or another, address these suggestions.  The 
result was our first BBQ at WC6Hôs QTH and last yearôs BBQ at N6ROôs station.  There WILL be a 
thirdé.date and location to be announced soon. 
 
In response to Edôs desire for life membership, the Board responded and we now have several life 
members. 
 
We didnôt get to the holiday party until last year, but we did it.  Same location as in the past and a 
great time had by all. 
 
Addressing VHF contests was not easy.  What we have done, with the assistance of Gary, NA6O, is 
establish the KB Competition and awards program, with credit given to participation in the June VHF 
contest.  The KB Competition, which was what we refer to in my business as a ñsoft launchò last 
year, is in full bloom this year.  Weôre still fine-tuning, but member response has been awesome. 
 
One other thing that has been accomplished has been cleaning up our membership list.  In my first 
term, with Joanna, K6YL, as secretary, Joanna came up with the idea of updating the membership 
list.  The list at the time had over 700 members on it.  It turned out to be a daunting task for Joanna.  
She attempted to contact nearly everyone on the list and found many who had moved away, lost 
interest, were SKôs, etc.  Ian continued that task when he took over as the club secretary, and our 
real membership count is around 250. 
 
In the process of cleaning up the membership list, Ian came up with the idea of outsourcing much of 
the membership tasks.  He found Member Planet, and we decided to try it out for a year.  There 
have been some rough spots, but the result has been an overall success.  Using this relatively inex-
pensive service makes life much easier for the Secretary, the Treasurer, and the members.  It 
makes it easy on members to join and renew their memberships and also provides some added val-
ue features like meeting RSVPôs, sponsoring plaques, buying tee-shirts, etc. 
 
I wanted to comment on one more item that has been on my to-do list: Non-profit status for NCCC.  
Itôs almost done, and I thank Norm, WB6RVR, for doing the heavy lifting for us on this project.  We 
expect to be able to announce our official 501 (c)(3) status in the next week or two.  There are a 
number of benefits to both the Club and the members.  Plaque sponsorships can be written off and 
vendors can donate their services to the club.  Even membership dues can be written off as long as 
we remain a dues-optional club (a topic addressed every year by the Board).   
 
One other benefit of non-profit status is that the Club can request a donation from a member for a 
piece of equipmenté..and we have that need right now.  Matt, WX5S, has been working on a way 
of automating the KB competition, by mining scores off of 3830.  Mattôs computer is way underpow-
ered, and the Club wants to help him out by purchasing a computer to be used for the database 
software and maintenance.  Hopefully, we will find a member willing to donate something suitable 
for the job. 
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You may have noticed that a few months ago we went back to a monthly meeting format.  Weôre try-
ing to alternate weekday dinner meetings in the South Bay and weekend lunch meetings in the East 
Bay.  This has turned out to be a winning idea and we will continue with that format.  While I may 
miss several of the evening meetings, because of the long drive, we have a VP who can conduct 
those meetings just as well as I can.  Our future meeting dates are outlined below: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NCCC Meeting Dates ~ 2017 
 

 

 

Tuesday, July 11th Sneha 1214 Apollo Way, Ste 404B, Sunnyvale, CA 94085    
 Program VP/CC Presentation 

 

Sunday, July 30th  Sierra BBQ RSVP via Rick N6XI 

 

Saturday August 26th, 11am, Venue TBA   

 Annual BBQ   

 

Saturday September 30th, 11am, El Tapatio 40 Golf Club Rd, Pleasant Hill, CA 94523  

 Program CQP,  County DX-peditions  

 

Tuesday, October 10th  Sneha 1214 Apollo Way, Ste 404B, Sunnyvale, CA 94085  

 Program, TBD 

 

Tuesday, November 14th, 6PM, Tied House 954 Villa St, Mountain View, CA 94041  

 Program, TBD 

 

Saturday, December 16th, 11am, 2960 Shoreline Boulevard, Mountain View, CA 94043  

 NCCC Holiday Party (Michaels at Shoreline 

 

Contact Ian W6TCP if you have any questions.  
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NCCC Meeting ~ June 3rd by Dick K6LRN 

 
June 3rd NCCC Meeting took place the Cattlemen's in Livermore. Those in attendance were: 

Steve W1SRD, Rich N6KT, John WB6ETY, Mike K6OR, Tom NW6P, Ira K2RD, Glen W6GJB, Rich 
WC6H, Bryan KB0A, Rusty W6OAT, Dick K6LRN, Scott AF6T, Chris N6WM, Jim W6SC, Jim K9YC, 
Bill AI6JZ, Lee KI6OY, Dave KK6DF, Harris K9RJ, Bob N6TV, Gary NA6O, Bob W1RH, Ric N6AJS, 
John K6MM, Rick N6RNO, Bob W6RGG, Bill W9KKN  

 

President Bob Hess W1RH started meeting about 12:55 PM after an excellent lunch. We introduced 
ourselves.  Tom NW6P noted he was going to San Diego to visit with Omar YK1AO who is living 
there with his son. Later he will be taking a road trip to visit with W0GJ & W0AIH.  

John Miller K6MM presented an award to NW6P citing inspiration & spirit. 

Bob turned meeting over to John K6MM to conduct election of officers & board for 2017-2018. 
Moved, seconded & carried to elect proposed slate consisting of; 

President Bob Hess W1RH, VP/CC Chris Tate N6WM, Secretary  Ian Parker W6TCP, Treasurer  
Dick Wilson K6LRN, DirectorsðRusty Epps W6OAT, Rich Cutler WC6H & Ron Castro N6IE 

 

Bob talked about status of 501(c)(3).  Bob then showed slides of (Dayton) Hamvention held in Xe-
nia, OH with comments added by other attendees. Chris gave a preview of his vision for the club for 
the next contest season. Bob made a plea for an A/V person to take on Webex/AV duties.  Bob then 
turned meeting over to Jim Brown K9YC who gave a very informative presentation on Stubs for Har-
monic Suppression & Placement. Meeting wrapped up about 3 PM. 
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WPX-CW   5R8UI 
 

 

 

One reason I enjoy contesting is the chance for all-time new ones. During WPX-CW, one of the new ones 
our team at N6RO worked for me was 5R8UI, which was quickly confirmed on LOTW. I knew that callsign 
sounded familiar. Michele is the guy who offers hand-carved ham plaques, and I bought one from him about 
a year ago.  

 

Theyôre made by a fellow who does traditional carving in exotic wood there on the island of Nosey Be, Mada-
gascar.   

 

Speaking as a woodworker, I think he does nice work.  https://hamplaque-eng.jimdo.com/ 
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Sierra Chapter BBQðJuly 30th 2017 

 
It's time once again for radio-active relaxation in the High Sierra! This almost-annual event is a great 
way to breathe some fresh air and see some of our radio friends. The burgers and dogs are pretty 
good, too. I usually try to do this in September, but once again my calendar doesn't allow that, so 
we'll try late July and provide sunscreen. 
 
Date:  Sunday, July 30, 2017 
 
Time:  11:00 AM until folks leave 
 
QTH:  12921 Filly Lane, Truckee, CA (aka Filly Way)  ...  on the bluff overlooking Boca Reservoir. 
Beware very old GPS databases that may be incorrect. See below for directions. 
 
Tel: 530-587-3164 House or 408-896-0476 Cell 
 
Who:  Friends from NCCC, MLDXCC, Truckee-North Tahoe Hams, and their kids, pets, and signifi-
cant others. Feel free to bring others but please let me know how many.  
 
Food: Ann and I will provide the meat and veggie burgers for the grill and a few salads and drinks. If 
you wish to bring something more (optional, really), please let me know what salad, side, beverage 
or whatever you have in mind so we can avoid too much duplication.  
 
Please don't bring any meat or shellfish items. 
 
RSVP: Please reply directly to me as soon as possible and let me know how many to expect. I'll 
give you the new gate code in response. 
 
What else: The Tahoe Sierra is a great place for a getaway. Come on up for the day or make an extended weekend of 
it. It will be warm enough for swimming or water skiing. The rafting season should be ample this year. (Squaw Valley 
threatens that they may still be skiing on the upper mountain on weekends, but that's not certain!) Fishing, hiking, bik-
ing, boating, birding, soaring, flying, gambling, photographing, and partying should all work well except that the fish up 
here are pretty darn smart. These and other possibilities are all arrayed online for your googling pleasure. I sometimes 
take folks on a flightseeing tour around Lake Tahoe in the morning in my single-engine Cessna which was fully refur-
bished in 2015 and is still looking pretty spiffy. Let me know in advance if you're interested in that. 
 
Directions: Go east or west on I-80 to the Hirschdale exit, about 8 miles east of downtown Truckee. At the bottom of 
either ramp, turn right onto Hirschdale Rd. About 1/4 mile past the interchange, keep right at the fork onto Glenshire Dr. 
About a mile later, at the top of the hill, take the first right on Whitehorse, immediately confronting the Damn Gate of The 
Meadows. Enter the new gate code slowly and deliberately on the finicky keypad, including the pound sign. Email me 
for that code. Through the gate, take an immediate right on Stallion. Roughly a mile later, after three nasty speed 
bumps, take the first right on Filly. Two blocks later, at the cul-de-sac, take the rightmost driveway. There is parking in a 
pull-out at the top of the driveway. Please fill up the dirt area beyond the asphalt first, leaving room for cars to turn 
around. If the turnout and the space beyond are full, try the lower reaches of the driveway wherever you can do so safe-
ly or on the street or cul-de-sac. Beware of rocks and bits of re-bar sticking up along the driveway shoulder and try not 
to run over any (mostly green) utility boxes. 
 
Hope you can make it! Ann and I look forward to seeing you in the Sierra. 
 
73, 
/Rick N6XI and Ann KD6MOB 
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N7N 7QP  
 

This was a full time operation from portable setups on three county lines and mobile operation be-
tween those setups. W6JTI and K9YC were the operators when we were portable. W6GJB was our 
team leader, built the contesting trailer, did much of the setup and teardown at each county line site, 
and drove his pickup towing the trailer between sites while W6JTI worked 20 CW riding shotgun.  

 

Our first site was at about 3800 ft elevation at the highway 95 bridge over the Colorado River, which 
is the county line between San Juan and Garfield counties. The site is sort of in a broad valley. Our 
second site was 130 miles to the west, on Rte 24 at the Wayne/Piute Co line; our final setup was a 
few miles away on Rte 25 at the Piute/Sevier county line. The last two sites were at about 8,400 ft 
elevation, and had good dropoffs in all directions. The trailer is shown in k9yc.com/7QP.pdf with 
photos from last year. http://k9yc.com/7QP-SanJuan-Garfield.jpg shows our setup by the bridge, 
just after dawn.  

 

The two identical stations in the trailer are K3 (with new synth boards), P3, KPA500, and KAT500, 
with double stubs on the 80M and 40M feedlines to kill second harmonics of the power amps. An-
tennas were a C3SS and dipoles for 80 and 40M. In the truck was a KX3, PX3, and KXPA100 feed-
ing a Ham Stick. Our entry is in the Unlimited class. 
 

 

Band   Mode QSOs      Pts   Mul 
   3.5   CW     460   1380   0 
   3.5   LSB    84       168     0 
     7   CW   1010     3027   25 
     7   LSB    96       192     0 
    14   CW     905      2715   42 
    14   USB    114      228     1 
    21   CW     44       132     0 
 Total  Both   2713     7842   68 
 

Score: 533,256  18 Hours 
 
Thanks for all the Qs. 
 
73, Jim K9YC, Glen, W6GJB, Frank, W6JTI  
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    First place - 7th-Area Open Expedition 
           First place - Garfield County, Utah 
           First place - Piute County, Utah 
           First place - San Juan County, Utah 
           First place - Sevier County, Utah 
           First place - Utah 
           First place - Wayne County, Utah  

 
In addition to the category, state and county wins, we were also highest 

 score for the contest ! 
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CQ Contest Hall of Fame 2017 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  CQ Contest Column Editor K3ZJ, Bob N6TV, Ed W0YKðPhoto by K2UA 

 

 

An accomplished contester and contest DXpeditioner, Bob Wilsonôs achievements 
behind the scenes are as significant as those heôs made on the air. A regular speak-
er at Contest University and at the International DX Conventionôs Contest Acade-
my, Wilson has developed new techniques and technologies to enhance logging 
and scorekeeping software and to advance SO2R (single operator, 2 radio) operat-
ing, along with the efficiency of software defined radios, CW Skimmer, the Re-
verse Beacon Network and more.  
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N6TV HoF IntroductionðEd W0YK 

Dayton Hamvention Contest Diner 

Saturday, 20 May 2017 

  
I was honored to speak about Bob on behalf of the Northern California Contest 
Clubôs nomination for the CQ Contest Hall of Fame.  Thanks to Mark K6UFO for 
pulling together the nomination for NCCC. 

  
TV-Bob, as he is affectionately known in the contest community and even by my 
dedicated non-ham wife, exemplifies the two key attributes of HoF members.  The 
first, of course, is his unquestioned and exceptional skill in radiosport.  Bob con-
sistently places in the top ten in the NA CW Sprint, typically from his city-lot sta-
tion in San Jose.  We all know how challenging the Sprint contest format is.  TV-
Bob gets similar results in the ARRL Sweepstakes, winning the CW section in 
2013 from the W7RN super-station outside Reno, Nevada.  Bob has been a 3-time 
WRTC competitor and contributed as a volunteer at three more WRTC events, in-
cluding the donation of hand-crafting and shipping the WRTC2018 tiles to US do-
nors. 

  
He is frequently sought as a team member by top multi-ops.  These include AI6V, 
K3LR, W7RN and WC6H.  Iôve had the pleasure of joining Bob on the 1994 CQ 
WW CW expedition to Damascus, Syria, as YK0A.  We were roommates on that 
trip and Bob came prepared with earplugs in case I was a snorer.  We each also 
joined a few of the Team Vertical contest expeditions to Jamaica.  Bob also sur-
vived the storm-ridden trip that Team Vertical made to an island off the coast 
of Venezuela.  Other multi-op efforts were FO0KP and HC8N. 

  
Secondly, Bob gives back a tremendous amount of support to contesting with as 
much skill and diligence as he applies to his single-op and multi-op contesting ef-
forts.  As long as Iôve known Bob, he is always eager to help his fellow contesters 
with any aspect of our hobby, be it operating technique, station software/hardware 
or antenna ideas. 

  
Anyone who monitors the Win-Test reflector knows that nearly every question 
gets addressed by Bob with on-target, insightful answers.  He is certainly my go-to 
support resource when I run into a Win-Test issue at home, Aruba or other loca-
tions.  He has a rich set of Win-Test scripts that are freely available and widely 
used.  Heôs been a great sounding board when I have modified his scripts or writ-
ten my own.  Similarly, Bob has contributed a lot to the Elecraft K3 product line 
firmware with his precisely articulated cases for how certain features should 
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work.  He was a key member of the field test team for the K-Pod accessory.  Bob 
retired from his first career as a software engineer and recently started up a small 
hardware business making interface boxes for the Elecraft K3. 

  
Interestingly, Bob has also been a key contributor to the CW Skimmer, RBN and 
SDR technology evolution even though his preferred Single-Op entry is unassist-
ed, though it is key for all multi-ops.  He has given many presentations and tutori-
als on these topics, including CTU this past Thursday.  As with Win-Test support, 
many of us seek Bob out on these topics as well.  When our good friend K5KA 
passed away, Bob took over support of the CBS contest log analyzer, porting it to 
Windows and supporting both the DOS and Windows versions to this day.  
  
Another of Bobôs hobbies is photography and in recent years he has diligently 
documented, photographically, WRTC/Dayton/Visalia/local club meetings, etc.  
Just this Dayton weekend he once again captured the Spurs (The Spurious Emmis-
sions Band) superbly on video and posted it on YouTube, complete with lyrics and 
searchable by song.  I suppose he could have taken selfies of the Hall of Fame 
event but we give him the night off to enjoy this honor.  Rus K2UA filled in with 
copious and great photos, a couple of which accompany this article. 

  
Tree N6TR knew Bob as a teenager in Southern California and observes that Bob 
hasnôt changed much since, though I do notice a lot more hair in early photos from 
that time in Bobôs ham radio experience.  He pretty much went directly to 20 wpm 
CW as a youngster and then quickly moved up from there.  Like many budding 
contesters in those days, Bob cut his CW teeth in CD parties.  Tree recalls helping 
WB6OLD, now KR6X, install a 4-element tribander on a 20ô steel pole from Sears 
at Bobôs parentôs house. 

  
For my part, I will always value Bobôs friendship, broad contesting support and 
the heated debates we engage on, with such details as the merits (or, not) of send-
ing óQSO B4ô messages in the heat of a high rate CW run. 

  
Thank you, TV-Bob, and congratulations for this well-deserved recognition. 
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CQ Contest Hall of Fame Acceptance Speech 

By N6TV 

20 May 2017 

 

Thank you all very much.  Thank you Ed, and thanks also to Mark, K6UFO, and 
the Northern California Contest Club, a club that welcomed me with open arms 
when I first moved to the San Francisco Bay Area to go to school, way back in 
1975.  It was none other than W6RGG who first hosted me as a guest op.  Stand 
up Bob! 

 

(W6RGG: ñI am standing up!ò) 

 

I particularly respect, and appreciate, that this award is not given é posthumously.  
Not only am I happy to have lived long enough to earn this, my two elderly par-
ents, now ages 99 and 93, parents who supported my interest in ham radio from a 
young age, learned that I was going to receive this honor, and it made them very 
proud. 

 

You know they say that behind every great contester there stands stands a good é 
tower. But before you can get that tower, you need Elmers.  Mine include contest-
ing superstars Leigh Jones, WB6OLD (now KR6X), and Dick Norton, W6DGH 
(now N6AA), who is also in Dayton this week. 

  
One night as I was struggling to operate the Novice Roundup with my crystal con-
trolled Heathkit HW-16, Leigh raced over to my parentôs house, unannounced, to 
present me a box full of crystals so that I could operate on more frequencies in the 
contest.  He then sat down next to me, and gave me some great pointers.  That was 
the beginning of many years of contest tutoring.  He gave of his time, and I really 
appreciated that. 

 

Similarly Dick Norton, N6AA, who gave me a summer job scraping paint off the 
side of his house, a job he offered to me again this week, instilled in me a sense of 
contest ethics, and the importance of getting the call right, that stayed with me all 
these years. 

 

Well from operating that HW-16 to the Icom IC-7851s at K3LR, itôs been quite a 
run. 

Page 21   Page 21 



 

 

 

Page 22 

 

Those contesters who helped me so much, led to my desire to help other contest-
ers, whenever I could.  It seems thatôs the main reason Iôm standing before you to-
day. 

 

A few months before Carl Cook, AI6V passed away, I paid a visit to his house in 
Las Vegas, to take some photos of Carl and Sue.  In the radio room was a wall full 
of plaques from all the major contests.  I asked Carl which plaque meant the most 
to him, and without hesitation, he pointed to the plaque commemorating his induc-
tion into the CQ Contest Hall of Fame.  I am going to feel the same way. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Carl Cook, AI6V (SK) & The Wall Full of Plaques 
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Finally let me share one last story. 

 

A contester, a DXer, and a QRPer walk into a bar.  Not just any bar, a special bar, 
the secret bar hidden in the basement of the clubhouse of the Dayton Amateur Ra-
dio Association.  They sit down at a table, and each orders a whiskey. 

 

Suddenly a roar races through the crowd.  Word is out that Martti Laine, OH2BH, 
has made his way to North Korea, and P5DX is on the air. 

 

The contester says, ñI bet I can work him in one call!ò 

 

The DXer says, ñI bet I can work him in one call.ò 

 

The QRPer says, ñI bet I can work him with 5 watts.ò 

 

They race over to the ham shack in the corner of the bar.  The contester gets there 
first.  He throws on all the switches, grabs the microphone, finds the last caller, 
and places a perfectly timed tail-end. 

 

Martti comes back to someone else. 

 

The contester forgot to let the Alpha warm up, for three minutes. 

 

The DXer says to the QRPer, ñGo ahead kid, give it your best shot.ò 

 

The QRPer turns the power down to 5 watts.  He switches the transmitter to CW!  
He calls frantically for the next three minutes hoping that Marti will pull out his 
CW from the din, but Martti comes back to someone else. 

 

By now, the amp has warmed up.  The DXer gets his chance.  He tunes the amp 
for maximum smoke, and into the microphone he shouts, the last two letters of his 
call. 

 

ñAlpha Hotel, Alpha Hotel, Alpha Hotel!ò 
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Martti comes back to someone else. 

 

Seeing three dejected souls, the cocktail waitress leans over and says, ñWould you 
boys like another three whiskeys?ò 

 

Marti comes back, ñStandby, whoôs the YL, the Three Whiskey?ò 

 

The point of this story is that you may never get to work that P5, but there will al-
ways be another contest, and I hope to see you all in it. 

 

Thank you all very much. 
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