
 

 

Presidentôs Report 
 
The serious contest season is about to start!  

Now, I'm not down-playing All Asian, the sum-

mer NAQP's, IARU, etc., but you all know what I 

mean. 

 

This is it.  This is the time those station changes 

need to be finalized.  New rigs installed.  New 

accessories installed.  Antenna repairs done and 

new antennas installed.  As I write this, CQP is 

just a bit over a month away, and we all know 

that CQP is the official start of the contest sea-

son. 

 

The antennas at my station are in pretty good 

shape and seem to play pretty well.  I do want to 

get one more tri-band beam installed on tower 

#2 before CQP.  The slope my QTH is on is so 

steep that a 30 foot difference in antenna height 

can make the difference between hearing and 

working a station or not hearing/working the sta-

tion.  That means multiple antennas at different 

levels on the towers.  Sometimes you hear a sta-

tion best on the higher antenna and sometimes 

the station will come in better on the lower an-

tenna.  W6SR has also suggested a 40 meter 

wire antenna that will give me some gain and 

supplement the other 40 meter antennas on the 

property. 
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NCCC BBQ 
 

Sunday September 18th 

 

QTH Ken, N6RO, Oakley 

 

Details on Page six 
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Officers:               

tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ      .ƻō IŜǎǎ  ²мwI  ǿмǊƘϪȅŀƘƻƻΦŎƻƳ 
±ƛŎŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ κ/ƻƴǘŜǎǘ /ƘŀƛǊ {ǘŜǾŜ 5ȅŜǊ   ²м{w5  ǿмǎǊŘϪŀǊǊƭΦƴŜǘ 
¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊ  5ƛŎƪ ²ƛƭǎƻƴ  Yс[wb  ǘǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊΦƴŎŎŎϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ  
{ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ  Lŀƴ tŀǊƪŜǊ   ²с¢/t  ǎŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅΦƴŎŎŎϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ  
tŀǎǘ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ   wƛŎƪ YŀǊƭǉǳƛǎǘ  bсwY  ǊƛŎƘŀǊŘϪƪŀǊƭǉǳƛǎǘΦŎƻƳ 
5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ     wǳǎǘȅ 9ǇǇǎ  ²сh!¢   ǿсƻŀǘϪǎōŎƎƭƻōŀƭΦƴŜǘ 
5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊΥ                         wƛŎƘ /ǳǘƭŜǊ  ²/сI  ǿŎсƘϪȅŀƘƻƻΦŎƻƳ 
5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊΥ                         wƻƴ /ŀǎǘǊƻ  bсL9  ǊƻƴŎϪǎƻƴƛŎΦƴŜǘ 

Volunteers: 
bŜǿ aŜƳōŜǊ aŜƴǘƻǊ  !ƭ wŜƴŘƻƴ  ²¢сY  ǿǘсƪϪŀǊǊƭΦƴŜǘ    
/ƘŀǊǘŜǊ aŜƳōŜǊ  wǳǎǘȅ 9ǇǇǎ  ²сh!¢   ǿсƻŀǘϪǎōŎƎƭƻōŀƭΦƴŜǘ 
!ǿŀǊŘǎ /ƘŀƛǊ  Wƻŀƴƴŀ 5ƛƭƭŜȅ Yс¸[  ƧƻŀƴƴŀΦƪсȅƭϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ   
/vt /ƘŀƛǊ  YŜǾƛƴ wƻǿŜǧ Yс¢5  ƪсǘŘϪŀǊǊƭΦƴŜǘ 
/vt /ŜǊǝŬŎŀǘŜǎ  WƻƘƴ aƛƭƭŜǊ  Yсaa  ƪсƳƳϪŀǊǊƭΦƴŜǘ 
Yс½a v{[ aŀƴŀƎŜǊ  DŜƻǊƎŜ 5ŀǳƎƘǘŜǊǎ YсD¢  ƪсƎǘϪŀǊǊƭΦƴŜǘ 
Yс/vtΣbс/vtΣ²с/vt v{[ aƎǊ 9Ř aǳƴǎ  ²л¸Y  ǿлȅƪϪŀǊǊƭΦƴŜǘ 
b/// 9Ƴŀƛƭ ǊŜƅŜŎǘƻǊ !ŘƳƛƴ tƘƛƭ ±ŜǊƛƴǎƪȅ ²сtY  ƪō-ǿсǘǉƎϪǾŜǊƛƴǎƪȅΦŎƻƳ 
²ŜōƳŀǎǘŜǊ  WƻƘƴ aƛƭƭŜǊ  Yсaa  ƪсƳƳϪŀǊǊƭΦƴŜǘ 
²ŜōƛƴŀǊǎ  /ƘǊƛǎ IƻũƳŀƴ YDсh  ŎƘƻũƳŀϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ 
W¦D 9ŘƛǘƻǊ  Lŀƴ tŀǊƪŜǊ  ²с¢/t  ǿсǘŎǇƛŀƴϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ 
ƧǳƎϪƴŎŎŎΦŎŎ     

 NCCC Membership Information 

LŦ ȅƻǳ ǿƛǎƘ ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ b///Σ ȅƻǳ Ƴǳǎǘ  Ŭƭƭ ƻǳǘ ŀƴ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǝƻƴ ŦƻǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ 
ǊŜŀŘ ŀƴŘ ǾƻǘŜŘ ǳǇƻƴ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ƳƻƴǘƘƭȅ ƳŜŜǝƴƎΦ όt5C ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǝƻƴ ŦƻǊƳύ 

¢ƻ ƧƻƛƴΣ ȅƻǳ Ƴǳǎǘ ǊŜǎƛŘŜ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ Ŏƭǳō ǘŜǊǊƛǘƻǊȅ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ŘŜŬƴŜŘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƳŀȄƛƳǳƳ ƻŦΥ 

¶ bƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀΣ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƴƻǊǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢ŜƘŀŎƘŀǇƛϥǎ ǳǇ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ hǊŜƎƻƴ ōƻǊŘŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ 

¶ ! ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ƴƻǊǘƘ-ǿŜǎǘŜǊƴ bŜǾŀŘŀ όŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ƻǳǊ !ww[ мтр-ƳƛƭŜ ǊŀŘƛǳǎ ŎƛǊŎƭŜ ŎŜƴπ
ǘŜǊŜŘ ŀǘ мл ƳƛƭŜǎ bƻǊǘƘ ƻŦ !ǳōǳǊƴ ƻƴ IƛƎƘǿŀȅ пфύΦ 

 

 

NCCC Net 

¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ у ta 

CǊŜǉΥ оΦсмл Ҍκ- 

NCCC  

Visit the meetings 
page of the NCCC 
website here for de-
tails of the next 
meeting 

 

http://nccc.cc/application.html
http://nccc.cc/pdf/application-n3zz.pdf
http://nccc.cc/images/nccc_territory_6_oct_2005.PNG
http://nccc.cc/meetings.html


 

 

 

Page 3 

 

It is always my hope that we will get a good rain storm just prior to CQP.  Besides reducing the fire 

danger, it means that insulators will be cleaned off, air conditioners will be turned off, agricultural 

well pumps may be shut off, etc.  In short, the electrical noise magically goes away.  Should we not 

get a good drenching, my new Flex 6700, and its terrific ability to mitigate noise, should greatly help 

the noise problems that can plague a station like mine which looks down on a valley below that also 

probably includes lots of grow lights. 

Speaking of CQP, have you registered your county yet?  So far, I count 25 registered counties on 

the map.  We need more and we will have all 58 counties active.  Be sure to register sooner rather 

than later, so the rovers and contest dxpeditions can see what counties to focus on.  Thanks to 

K6MM and N6TV for keeping the county plan updated daily. 

As far as the serious contests go, following CQP is CQWW SSB, on October 29th.  While not a fo-

cus contest, the CQWW and ARRL DX contests can really help your standing in the NCCC Club 

Competition.   

Awards for the Club Competition will be KB awards, as we have done in the past.  Plaques and cer-

tificates will be awarded for achieving certain point levels.  This is a really good way for the DX'ers 

in our club to be awarded for their contesting efforts as well as those who enjoy the domestic con-

tests.  I'm really looking forward to next year's award banquet so we can recognize all of our point 

generators including the DX contesters. 

Yesterday, it was my pleasure to, again, attend N6XI's annual "Sierra Chapter" BBQ.  Rick and Ann, 

as usual, were gracious hosts.  We had a good crowd which included several XLY's.   Besides the 

great burgers, dogs, deserts, and brews, there was also good conversation.  CQP, antennas, radi-

os, projects, club ideas, etc.  This is really one of the premier, yet unofficial, events that happens 

every year in our club.  Let's hope Rick and Ann continue the tradition.  If you haven't yet attended, 

be sure to consider the drive to the high country next year.  You won't be disappointed! 

Oh, and when you're sitting down with a brewsky and other KB'ers at N6XI's place, you never know 

what you might find out about your fellow members.  Ian, for instance, let us know that his call sign, 

W6TCP, goes along with his initials and his job.  "TCP" - "IP".....get it? 

The second annual NCCC BBQ will be held at N6RO's place this year.  If you attended the BBQ at 

WC6H's place last year, we're pretty much following the same format.  A large tent will be installed 

with plenty of tables and chairs under it.  Food will be catered by Dickies BBQ.  As with last year, 

the radios will be going as we will be operating a casual M/M in the Washington State Salmon Run.   

I'll note that we will also be honored by a visit from W6SX, who will make the serious trip from the 

land of the Mammoth Lakes to the East Bay.  We rarely get to see Hank, so there's another good 

reason to join us at the BBQ! 

Besides Ken, N6RO, who is making his QTH available for the big bash, I want to thank K6LRN, 

W6TCP, K6MM, and NA6O for their help in making all of this happen.  Gary, NA6O, especially, has 

been assisting in making the specific location for the tent just right for us. 
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At my first meeting, as NCCC President, Ed, W0YK, asked me if I would have the new Board con-

sider the possibility of life membership.  We had so many items on our agenda last year that I put off 

Ed's request, but I didn't forget it. 

After some discussion, the Board has voted to accept requests for life membership, at a one-time-

only cost of $250.  I am please to announce that Ed, along with Steve, W1SRD, have become our 

first NCCC life members.   

If you would like to sign-up for life membership, contact  Ian W6TCP and he will send you the link 

for you to complete the online form. All requests will go in front of  the board for approval.  

I want to thank everyone who has signed up for Member Planet and paid their dues.  Our dues drive 

is well ahead of last year's drive and we expect to exceed the number of dues-paying members we 

had last year, which was well ahead of the previous year. 

Ian, who's arm I twisted to take on the club secretary position, has done an exceptional job for the 

club.  I can't thank Ian enough for continuing on with the great job Joanna, K6YL, did in cleaning up 

the membership list.  KB'ers, this is a thankless job, but something that needed to be done.  Before 

Joanna got started, the spreadsheet had nearly 800 members listed.  Some had lost interest, many 

were silent keys, and others had moved out of the area.  Honestly, we were not sure just who we 

had in the club.   

The hard-working folks who run the club and volunteer for office positions or are committee mem-

bers are just that.....volunteers.  This includes everyone from Ian, the club secretary, to Phil, W6PK, 

the manager of our reflectors.  It is a lot of hard work and perhaps the most difficult job in the club 

has been managing the membership list.  For that reason, Ian sought out the possibility of out-

sourcing the duties of membership management.  He looked at several companies, and sold the 

Board on Member Planet.  We're very happy with the way things are going so far, and the rising 

number of dues-paying members clearly shows positive results for the club.  There's still lots more 

to do.  Phil will be cleaning up the reflectors soon, removing a lot of names/calls, who are no longer 

members of the club. 

See you all in Oakley for the BBQ! 

 
Bob W1RH 
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Recording Contest Audio 
Bob Wolbert, K6XX September 2016 

Part IIðK3 Radio Configuration 
 

Summary: Part II isnôt necessary! New firmware automatically enables this functionality. But hereôs 
the rest of the story. 

 

A year ago, I pushed the Elecraft firmware team to provide a better way of recording both sides of 
contest QSOs so that the K3 could easily meet the CQWW mandate. Receive-side recording was 
already available via the LINE OUT jack on the K3 and K3S radioôs rear panel, but transmit monitor 
audio was susceptible to misadjustment from the front panel controls. Elecraftôs DSP programmer 
quickly provided a command that enabled fixed-level transmit monitoring, but the user-interface pro-
grammer faced problems introducing a menu item for setting this level. The default transmit level 
was initialized on every power-cycles, and this level was zero. Not very useful. 

 

A DSP programming command was provided. When a special sequence ñ!4Dnnò is sent to the K3, 
the transmit monitor level on LINE OUT is fixed. The variable nn represents the output level from 00 
(off) to hexadecimal ñFFò (maximum). This amplitude was independent of the front panel MON con-
trol, meaning that a recorder connected to LINE OUT receives proper levels for quality recording. 
Unfortunately, this command must be sent every time the radio was turned ON if recording was de-
sired. 

 

Since I log with TR4W, this merely represented a minor annoyance: TR4W provides over 60 func-
tion keys, any one of which could send a serial command to the radio. There now was one more 
thing to remember when setting up for a contest (and any time the radio was turned back ON, of 
course). But others didnôt have it so easy. I leaned on our in-house logging program experts, N6TV 
for WinTest and K6MM & N6ML for N1MM Logger, to determine some easy way to send the com-
mand from their favorite logging programs. Bob quickly came back with a WinTest LUA script per-
forming the chore. But John and Iain were stuck: N1MM Logger has few available function keys that 
should be used for messages, not squandered for rarely-used functions. I thank Bob, John, and Iain 
for their efforts. 

 

The most reasonable way for N1MM Logger users to enable this command was via a separate ter-
minal program or the Elecraft K3 Utility. The !4Dnn command would be sent before N1MM Logger 
itself was started, then the terminal program or K3 Utility must be closed to relinquish the serial port. 
Functional, but very annoying. Determining a better solution for all operators caused the long delay 
since Part I was published. 

 

Finally there is good news for K3/K3S operators wishing to record their contest audio. The latest K3 
firmware, version 5.51, provides an adequate default transmit monitor level that meets our needs 
without sending any serial commands to the radio. Simply load the firmware and your rig is ready to 
goðthe !4Dnn command still works, but it is now unnecessary.  

 

This new firmware has been used in contests and it does the job. Recordings are clean and of prop-
er level. The CQWW recording requirement is met or exceeded with the independent recorder sys-
tem described in Part I (see the March 2016 JUG), allowing unattended continuous operations for 
48 hours. Since PC sound cards are not used, station hardware need not change when operating 
different modes. 
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SUMMER  

BBQ 

Radio Oakley - N6RO 
5480 Sellers Ave 

Oakley, CA 94561-3612  

Time 
12/Noon Social Hour; 1:00 pm Lunch 

  
Payment 
Payment of $20 person or $30 if you bring XYL / YL / Partner.  Payment can be via the club's 
PayPal account (paypal@nccc.cc) or at the event with hard cash. 
 

Please confirm your attendance to Ian W6TCP   w6tcpian@gmail.com  

by End Of Day Thursday 15th September ! 

 

Grub provided by: 
Dickeys BBQ Pit / Vegetarian option will also be available.  

Please car pool if possible. See the maps for details http://nccc.cc/meetings.html for parking  
information @ N6RO 

http://nccc.cc/meetings.html
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I honestly can say this is one of the most fun and friendly contests because it offers a wide number 
of states, counties, and mobile chase options that keeps the weekend really hopping! Great plan-
ning, operation, and support puts the 'fun' in this contest weekend.  

 

Thanks to all the 4 county line sitters and the mobile operators who activate most of the counties.  
And again, thanks to the CODXC for the hardware! It is on the wall! 

 

Don K6GHA 
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Membership Lumber 

2016 7QP First Place,  

Non-7 Single Op, Low Power  

Phone awardðDon K6GHA  
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Membership Lumber 

Georgia QSO Party 

First Place High Power US/VE  
Mixed ModeðJim K9YC  
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Joint meeting of NCCC, PL259, REDXA and MLDXCC took place on Saturday 30th July Rockville 

Corners in Fairfield. 

The following attended joint meeting: 

 

AA6K, AF6HC, AI6JZ, K6JAT, K6KNS, K6LRN, K6SCA, K6TKD, K6XC, KA6MEL, KD6MOO, 

KD6WKY, KG6O, KH6GJV, KI6WDX, KI6YYT, KK6DF, KR6N, N6DQ, N6IE, N6JS, N6KLS, N6RK 

N6RO, N6XI, NA6O, NJ6G, NW6P, W1RH, W1SRD, W6RGG, W6SR, WA6NHC, WB6BET, WC6H 

WD6EIW, WX6S and NR6Q plus several by Webex.  

 

As this was not a business meeting as such & as I was the only ósecretaryô present, I took a few 

notes. There may have been some business or announcements that I missed as we arrived late 

thanks to I-80ôs inability to handle a volume of autos. 

There was a buffet lunch of Chicken Alfredo, a pasta dish with a Marinara sauce, salad, rolls and 

coffee. 

President Bob of NCCC presided and started by passing microphone so we could announce our 

presence.  

There were comments by Pres. Shirl of MLDX/CC regarding CQôs DX Marathon & SS. Ron N6IE 

spoke for REDXA talking about Field Day.  

Bob Vallio W6RGG gave an interesting talk about óVoodudesô and their operations from Africa & Ku-

wait.  

Tom K5RC spoke via the Webex connection outlining ideas for a new contest involving Maidenhead 

grid squares.  

After a break Steve W1SRD gave a talk on the TX3X operation from Chesterfield Reef.  

 

Dick K6LRN 
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Sierra Chapter BBQ  
August 28th 2016  

 

 

Rick N6XI and Ann KD6MOB hosted the 2016 Sierra BBQ on Sunday, August 28 among great com-
pany ,outstanding scenery and fantastic  takeoffs on the bluff overlooking Boca Reservoir ! It 
doesn't get any better ! 

 

BBQ Attendees were:-  

 

N6XI Rick + KD6MOB Ann, K2RD Ira + Toby, K6DGW Fred, K9JM Jim, W6TCP Ian, W1RH Bob + 
Karen, K6RB Rob, KH2TJ Todd, WA6ZTY Mike, K6EU Tom, NJ6G Dennis + XYL Vina K6VNA  
AF6SA Stefan + KK6VIX Alex, W6SR Rick + Karen, WB6CZG Bill, K7XC Tim + Rosie  

K6ST Barry, K6NV + Lois  

 

 

Photos  Rick N6XI & Ian W6TCP 
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Tom K6EU & Rob K6RB 

Rick N6XI, Dennis NJ6G, Mike 
AF6SA Stefan AF6SA & Alex 
KK6VIX  
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Nice Antennas > 

Below   

 

Bob W1RH El president   

Stefan   
Alexander 
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