
 

 

Presidentôs Report 
 
Kello KBôers! 
 
Iôm really fortunate to have two towers with some 
acceptable aluminum on them that sit on a fairly 
decent location.  Iôm also fortunate to have a 
couple of full gallon amps, an SO2R setup, 
neighbors far enough away with no interference, 
and a wife that understands ham radio and con-
testing.  
 
I donôt have a super-station. 
 
I only mention this because Iôm always amazed 
at what some of our members do on single lots, 
with a lot less than I have been blessed with.  
Youôve seen some of the Point Generator Pro-
files in the Jug.  This monthôs profile features 
Bob, KR6N, who is one of those guys on a city 
lot that generates serious points for the club. 
 
A few weeks ago, Burt, K6CSL, called me to let 
me know that he somehow got sent a plaque for 
NCCC.  It seems that we won the club competi-
tion for the Arizona QSO Party.  Itôs a win and 
weôll take it!  Anyway, I told Burt that I could pick 
it up on the way to Visalia.  Burt gave me direc-
tions but I really didnôt pay much attention.  I fig-
ured Iôd just look for the tower.  After all, Burt 
seems to generate points for most of our con-
tests, so there must be a tower at his location, 
right?   
 
Wrongé..! 
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tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ      .ƻō IŜǎǎ  ²мwI  ǿмǊƘϪȅŀƘƻƻΦŎƻƳ 
±ƛŎŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ κ/ƻƴǘŜǎǘ /ƘŀƛǊ {ǘŜǾŜ 5ȅŜǊ   ²м{w5  ǿмǎǊŘϪŀǊǊƭΦƴŜǘ 
¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊ  5ƛŎƪ ²ƛƭǎƻƴ  Yс[wb  ǘǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊΦƴŎŎŎϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ  
{ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ  Lŀƴ tŀǊƪŜǊ   ²с¢/t  ǎŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅΦƴŎŎŎϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ  
tŀǎǘ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ   wƛŎƪ YŀǊƭǉǳƛǎǘ  bсwY  ǊƛŎƘŀǊŘϪƪŀǊƭǉǳƛǎǘΦŎƻƳ 
5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ     wǳǎǘȅ 9ǇǇǎ  ²сh!¢   ǿсƻŀǘϪǎōŎƎƭƻōŀƭΦƴŜǘ 
5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊΥ                         wƛŎƘ /ǳǘƭŜǊ  ²/сI  ǿŎсƘϪȅŀƘƻƻΦŎƻƳ 
5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊΥ                         wƻƴ /ŀǎǘǊƻ  bсL9  ǊƻƴŎϪǎƻƴƛŎΦƴŜǘ 

Volunteers: 
bŜǿ aŜƳōŜǊ aŜƴǘƻǊ  !ƭ wŜƴŘƻƴ  ²¢сY  ǿǘсƪϪŀǊǊƭΦƴŜǘ    
/ƘŀǊǘŜǊ aŜƳōŜǊ  wǳǎǘȅ 9ǇǇǎ  ²сh!¢   ǿсƻŀǘϪǎōŎƎƭƻōŀƭΦƴŜǘ 
!ǿŀǊŘǎ /ƘŀƛǊ  Wƻŀƴƴŀ 5ƛƭƭŜȅ Yс¸[  ƧƻŀƴƴŀΦƪсȅƭϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ   
/vt /ƘŀƛǊ  YŜǾƛƴ wƻǿŜǧ Yс¢5  ƪсǘŘϪŀǊǊƭΦƴŜǘ 
/vt /ŜǊǝŬŎŀǘŜǎ  WƻƘƴ aƛƭƭŜǊ  Yсaa  ƪсƳƳϪŀǊǊƭΦƴŜǘ 
Yс½a v{[ aŀƴŀƎŜǊ  DŜƻǊƎŜ 5ŀǳƎƘǘŜǊǎ YсD¢  ƪсƎǘϪŀǊǊƭΦƴŜǘ 
Yс/vtΣbс/vtΣ²с/vt v{[ aƎǊ 9Ř aǳƴǎ  ²л¸Y  ǿлȅƪϪŀǊǊƭΦƴŜǘ 
b/// 9Ƴŀƛƭ ǊŜƅŜŎǘƻǊ !ŘƳƛƴ tƘƛƭ ±ŜǊƛƴǎƪȅ ²сtY  ƪō-ǿсǘǉƎϪǾŜǊƛƴǎƪȅΦŎƻƳ 
²ŜōƳŀǎǘŜǊ  WƻƘƴ aƛƭƭŜǊ  Yсaa  ƪсƳƳϪŀǊǊƭΦƴŜǘ 
²ŜōƛƴŀǊǎ  /ƘǊƛǎ IƻũƳŀƴ YDсh  ŎƘƻũƳŀϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ 
W¦D 9ŘƛǘƻǊ  Lŀƴ tŀǊƪŜǊ  ²с¢/t  ǿсǘŎǇƛŀƴϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ 
ƧǳƎϪƴŎŎŎΦŎŎ     

 NCCC Membership Information 

LŦ ȅƻǳ ǿƛǎƘ ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ b///Σ ȅƻǳ Ƴǳǎǘ  Ŭƭƭ ƻǳǘ ŀƴ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǝƻƴ ŦƻǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ 
ǊŜŀŘ ŀƴŘ ǾƻǘŜŘ ǳǇƻƴ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ƳƻƴǘƘƭȅ ƳŜŜǝƴƎΦ όt5C ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǝƻƴ ŦƻǊƳύ 

¢ƻ ƧƻƛƴΣ ȅƻǳ Ƴǳǎǘ ǊŜǎƛŘŜ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ Ŏƭǳō ǘŜǊǊƛǘƻǊȅ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ŘŜŬƴŜŘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƳŀȄƛƳǳƳ ƻŦΥ 

¶ bƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀΣ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƴƻǊǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢ŜƘŀŎƘŀǇƛϥǎ ǳǇ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ hǊŜƎƻƴ ōƻǊŘŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ 

¶ ! ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ƴƻǊǘƘ-ǿŜǎǘŜǊƴ bŜǾŀŘŀ όŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ƻǳǊ !ww[ мтр-ƳƛƭŜ ǊŀŘƛǳǎ ŎƛǊŎƭŜ ŎŜƴπ
ǘŜǊŜŘ ŀǘ мл ƳƛƭŜǎ bƻǊǘƘ ƻŦ !ǳōǳǊƴ ƻƴ IƛƎƘǿŀȅ пфύΦ 

 

 

NCCC Net 

¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ у ta 

CǊŜǉΥ оΦсмл Ҍκ- 

NCCC  

Visit the meetings 
page of the NCCC 
website here for de-
tails of the next 
meeting 

 

http://nccc.cc/application.html
http://nccc.cc/pdf/application-n3zz.pdf
http://nccc.cc/images/nccc_territory_6_oct_2005.PNG
http://nccc.cc/meetings.html


 

 

 

Page 3 

Burt lives in a mobile home park.  Actually, itôs a rather nice manufactured home, but on a VERY 
small lot.  I went round and round and my GPS actually went nuts.  It kept repeating something over 
and over.  Basically, Burtôs location crashed my GPS.   
 
No tower, no GPS, so I just resorted to driving round and round until I found the address. 
 
We had a nice chat, but the first question I asked was: 
 
ñBurt, whereôs the antennas?  You generate points but you donôt have antennas!ò 
 
ñOh, but I doò, says Burt. 
 
Burt continues to explain how he has a small vertical hidden behind the house, a loop wrapped 
around the ceiling in the ham shack, and a wire in the attic. 
 
Oh, and he mentioned that he was sleeping when I knocked on the door.  Seems he had been up 
late trying to work the EP2 (I think he was successful). 
 
I love it when I see stations like this in our club.  These guys will never score the points that can be 
scored from our big stations, but they score points and every point counts.  These guys put up with 
noise, and being bullied by the big guys who may take over their frequency.  They have to call multi-
ple times to get that mult in the log.  Our members, like Burt, really work for their points and de-
served to be recognized. 
 
As president of the club, itôs important for me to see just what our member have to work with, when 
we encourage them to assist the club in a contest.  I started the Point Generator Profile to recognize 
some of our smaller stations as well as our bigger stations, and as a way for our members to get to 
know some of their teammates in the outer reaches of our circle.  If it hadnôt been for the Arizona 
QSO Party plaque that got sent to Burt, chances are I would have never had the chance to experi-
ence Burtôs station.  I say ñexperienceò, instead of ñseeò, because I never did see an antenna! 
 
Visalia was a blast! 
 
I want to thank Dave, K6KNS, and our NCCC Rookie of the Year, for organizing the club table this 
year.  Dave also built a rack to hold our banner up high and proud!  Dave and Joanna, as well as 
several of our members kept the table hopping.  It was also nice to see Sandy, DL1QQ (who really 
deserves to be an honorary member), helping us out at our table as well as fund raising for WRTC 
2018. 
 
Even though itôs officially a MLDXCC sponsored event, I want to thank Jeff, WK6I, for another suc-
cessful Contest Dinner.  The room was packed and the crowd thoroughly enjoyed Tomôs, K5RC, 
entertaining talk, along with his pictures of some well known contesters in their younger days. 
 
Finally, we canôt forget Saraj, KU6F, and Alan,K6SRZ, for supplying the goodies (and pretty classy 
goodies I might add) for the NCCC hospitality suite.  And, then thereôs the Tied House Brewmaster, 
Ron, W6RN, who, as usual, provided the brew, and Bob, K6XX, who was entrusted with getting it to 
Visalia cold!  Oh, and there was also some great Twisted Oak wine, provided by Jeff, WK6I.   
 
Thanks to one and all, and also thanks to John, K6MM, for arranging for the room and the refrigera-
tor for Ronôs brew. 
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Speaking of the Tied House, we had a large crowd at our annual Awards Banquet.  Good food, 
good conversation, and a lot of award winners.   
 
If you missed the Visalia International DX Convention, TV-Bob did his usual excellent picture taking 
as a way to bring the convention to you.  Likewise, you can see the Awards Banquet via Bobôs al-
ways-in-focus lens. 
 
Our April meeting also featured the election of the 2016-2017 officers.  Perhaps, I should say, re-
election.  Weôre the same group that ran the club in the 2015-2016 year, with the exception of our 
beloved Joanna, K6YL, who has decided not to go for another year as Secretary.  In Joannaôs place 
is our Jug editor, Ian, W6TCP, who volunteered to put his name on the nomination sheet as Secre-
tary.  Go figure; Ian, and the rest of us, actually got elected! 
 
The Awards Banquet would not have been possible without the hard work of Kevin (K6TD ï CQP 
awards), Ian (W6TCP ï meeting arrangements, awards pickup/printing), John (K6MM - Power-
Point), Dick (K6LRN ï money man), Ron (N6IE ï RTTY awards), and Bob (N6TV ï pictures). 
 
Also, congratulations to all of our members who were honored at the banquet with plaques, certifi-
cates, a hand-built key (provided by George K6GT for Bob K6XX), and a bottle of soy sauce 
(provided by Rusty, W6OAT, to the winning team of our internal All Asia completion)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What about contests?  We are a contest club, after all.  Now that we have our 2016-2017 Board in 
place, we will get down to business as far as our contest focus is concerned.  Steve, W1SRD, and I 
have some ideas, as do our Board members, and certainly we will listen to your ideas.  I like to win, 
and I hope we can provide several ways for both the club and our members to win this year. 
 
Oh, and one more thingé.  Iôve been asked by several if weôre going to have another BBQ this 
year.  We would like to.  I would like to see it at someoneôs station again this year - perhaps in the 
Santa Cruz area or REXDA territory.   
 
Suggestions welcome.... 

Page 4   Page 4 

K6GT Gifted Telegrapher Award to K6XX  (photo Bob N6TV) 
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Bill Spickler N0KQ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Professionally Iôm retired now after working in the pharmaceutical industry.  I was at Syntex in Palo 
Alto in the 90ôs and then worked for three different start-ups before going to Denver. We did live in 
Sunnyvale for a while and in San Carlos where I had the call, NU6I but I wasnôt able to be very ac-
tive in Ham radio when I was working.   We moved to Lake county eight months ago in order to get 
away from the snow.  Iôm very limited on antennas here but Iôm looking forward to putting up some 
antennas with Bill, N6ZFO at his hilltop location. We do have children and grandchildren around the 
country but weôre enjoying our peace and quiet with just the two of us now.  Marilyn is an extra class 
ham, KD0PZ but is no longer active in radio but very tolerant of my activities. 

  

Iôm looking forward to meeting more of the NCCC members and participating in the club activities. 

 

Bill Spickler 

N0KQ 
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Welcome New Member 
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7QP will be May 7-8, 2016 
 

 

The 11th running of 7QP will be May 7-8, 2016. I am proud to have been one of the founders of 
7QP as it is now the third largest state/regional QSO party in the Country. 
 
I am also contrite in not having the time over the last few years to effectively be the Nevada State 
coordinator and solicit everyone to get on and activate all 17 counties. 

 
Å       It is a fun one-day operating event where you are the DX 
Å       It is an excellent opportunity for emergency communications preparedness 
Å       It is a great way to ñsee Nevadaò with County mobile or portable DX-Peditions 
 
Full rules are at http://ws7n.net/7QP/new/Page.asp?content=rules 
 
I will act as NV coordinator so please send me your plans and I will maintain a master list of who is 
covering which counties. It is really a fun activity for your Club or ARES group. 
 
We will also sponsor a multiop at W7RN ï NVSTO 
 
Please freely distribute this information 
 
Tom Taormina, K5RC 
Comstock Memorial Station, W7RN 
Storey County ARES, KS7AA 

 
www.w7rn.com 
775-847-7929 
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The Birth of the New England QSO Party 

Bob, W1RH 

[This article was put together after reviewing numerous emails, exchanged during the period of 

1999-2003] 

In November, of 1999, when I was the vice 

president of the Framingham Amateur Radio 

Association, I received an email from the guy 

in our club who had been running the Massa-

chusetts QSO Party.  FARA, for years and 

years, had been running the fledgling MAQP, 

a contest where we would see 25 logs submit-

ted in a good year.  Indeed, most of the hams 

in the state were not even aware of their 

stateôs QSO Party. 

The email I received was from Steve, N1TYH.  

With a newborn entering his household, he 

needed to resign from his job as the MAQP 

organizer for the Club. 

Some saw Steveôs exit as a loss for the club.  I saw it as a unique opportunity to do something that I 

had been thinking about for several yearsé..the creation of a New England QSO Party. 

It made a lot of sense to me.  Having moved to Boston, from California in 1990, I was familiar with 

the California QSO Party.  I looked into other QSO parties and found that the really popular ones 

had a significant number of counties as multipliers:  California, with 58, Florida, with 67 mults and 

Texas, with a whopping 254 counties.  Massachusetts, by comparison, had just 14 counties and, 

with that small amount of mults, there just was not much national interest in the contest.  I counted 

the number of counties in the New England states and it totaled 67é.the same as Florida and a few 

more than California. 

In Steveôs letter of resignation, he lamented that something needed to be changed.  He had hoped 

that the Yankee Clipper Contest Club might have some interest, but it never happened.  Steve said 

that contest needed aéé ñpromotion tour or some sort of other effort to increase participationò.  My 

thought, which I had kept to myself at this point, was to dump MAQP and start an effort to promote a 

New England QSO Party. 

I brought this up with the FARA Board, and they were absolutely in favor of the idea but most felt 

that it could never happen because it would require a buy-in from all of the New England states.  In 

addition, our Board was not sure if the club was really capable of running a contest involving the six 

New England states. 

While we continued to support the Massachusetts QSO Party in 2000 and 2001, I was also throwing 

around the idea of a New England QSO Party to anyone who would listen.   At the time, Rhode Is-

land and Maine had not had active QSO parties for years.  There was a QSO Party in Connecticut, 
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one in Vermont and one in New Hampshire.  Connecticut and New Hampshireôs QSO parties were 

pretty much generated the same amount of activity as the MAQP did.  Vermont, with 14 counties, 

had an active QSO party which was run by a very passionate group of hams yet the event still yield-

ed a relatively small amount of participation. 

In the summer of 2001, Tom, K1KI, took me aside after a YCCC meet-

ing and mentioned that he had heard that I was trying to organize a New 

England QSO party.  It seems that he had been chewing on the same 

idea for several years.  He had done a lot of research on the subject, as 

had I.  Tomôs strengths were reflected in his superb expertise as a con-

tester and his position as an ARRL director.  Tom, then WB6KIL, in 

1966, was also one of the founders of the California QSO Party.  My 

strengths, I suppose, were in promotion and perhaps my ability to deal 

with some of the politics within New England, involving the other state 

QSO parties.   

In short, this appeared, and was, a match made in heaven!  Finding an 

ally, outside of the group of contesters within the FARA club, was in-

deed a real boost to my dream of a New England QSO Party. 

The Framingham ARA had a bunch of YCCC members in the club, including Dennis, NB1B (now 

W1UE), Dave, K1HT (the YCCC Socre Keeper), Martin, AA1ON, Steve, AA1IZ, and Sharon, 

KC1YR.  Various members of this group had participated in DXpeditions and all of us had done sev-

eral IOTA contest dxpeditions. 

K1KI got right to work following that conversation.  In September, he did a study of the ham popula-

tion in each county of New England and he found counties like Essex, in Vermont, with only 13 li-

censed amateurs, and Nantucket, in Massachusetts, with only 27 licensed hams.   

On September 28
th
, 2001, Tom formed a NEQP email list composed of the group I had been work-

ing with and the group he had been working with.  He led off the introductory email with this: 

Iôve spent some time talking with Bob/W1RH (of Framingham ARA ï MA QP fame) on the phone 

over the weekend about the work FARA has already done to move in the direction of a NEQP.  

Sounds like we have been working on somewhat parallel efforts. 

The email went on to state that a small working group had to be formed and we needed to decide 

on a date for the contest. 

On Saturday, October 6
th
, 2001, Tom and I, along with Steve (AA1IZ) proposed the idea at the Yan-

kee Clipper Contest Club meeting.  We told the group that our first choice for the date was the 

fourth weekend in August.  It seemed like a good weekend for a contest, with good weather and no 

other major contest conflicts but we did have a concern that the contest would fall on the date of the 

big ARRL Boxboro convention (the Pacificon of New England).  Knowing in advance that YCCC had 

no interest in sponsoring NEQP, we asked the club to sponsor some plaques and to help spread the 

word.  We also announced that Sharon, KC1YR and the webmaster for Computer World, had se-

cured the NEQP.org URL and started up the website and we let the group know that we had been 

in touch with the major contest software providers to ensure that software would be available at the 
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time of the event. 

We were on our way!  We had a concept.  Now we had to get to the nuts and bolts of the contest. 

There were many discussions about county abbrevi-

ations.  There some counties in New England with 

identical names, like Essex County, Vermont, and 

Essex County, Massachusetts and others.  We de-

cided to use the state abbreviation as the prefix, fol-

lowed by the county abbreviation as the suffix.  Es-

sex County, Vermont, would be VT ESS.  Essex 

County, Massachusetts, would be MA ESS.   

Problem solved. 

Then, it was down to the politics of the event. 

The Vermont group said they would participate in a NEQP but would never consider shutting down 

their QSO party.   

The Connecticut QSO Party organizers made it quite clear to us that they were NOT (yes, all caps 

in the email) interested in participating if the QSO Party is held in the last weekend of August.  They 

recommended the first weekend of May, which was the date of both the Connecticut and Massachu-

setts QSO Parties. 

So much for the first choiceé.. 

The first weekend of May had its own problems.  I should note that it is often still winter in New Eng-

land in early May.  Personally, my wifeôs birthday would often fall on the first weekend in Mayé.but 

sheôs always been a terrific contest wife. 

And, then there was Deerfield. 

Deerfield was a mega flea market that used to be held in Deerfield, New Hampshire, but moved to 

another town.  Everyone called it Deerfield, even though the official name of the event was Hoss-

traders and it was no longer in Deerfield.  This was a valid concern; since many New England hams 

and also a lot of hams from other Northeast states attended this event. 

Dave, K1HT and the YCCC Scorekeeper, was a professional statistician.   Dave could analyze any-

thing!  He took another look at the contest year.  The Vermont and New Hampshire QSO parties 

were on the first weekend in February.  Rhode Islandôs theoretical date was October 3
rd
, although 

the Rhode Island and Maine events were dead events at the time, however.  The weekend of Day-

ton was ruled out as were all of the other major contest weekends.   

In November, 2001, Tom received a long email from the ARRL group representing New Hampshire.  

Although they admitted that participation in the New Hampshire QSO Party was very low, there was 

reluctance to disband an event that had been going on for 60 years.  In the end, New Hampshire 

came on board, thanks to Ed, K2TE.  Ed, by the way, pushed for the third weekend in September. 

So many proposed dates.  So little time to make a decision. 
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Ed, W3TB, representing the Connecticut QSO Party came on board supporting NEQP and he also 

had a lot to say about the proposed dates. 

It wasnôt until February, 2002, that we finally agreed on the date of the New England QSO Party.  It 

would be the first weekend of May, and it would start at 5 PM, local time, on Saturday, giving all of 

the Deerfield attentees time to get back to their home stations.  

[Note that the 7QP contest did not exist at this time, but Iôm sure our success with NEQP might have 

been a catalyst for the eventual 7QP, on the same weekend in May] 

By the February, we had pretty much settled on the rules.  Tom, K1KI, was a rock star in this de-

partment! 

With only two months until the first NEQP, we proceeded at warp speed on promotion. 

By February 24, we had flyers handed out at Ham Radio Outlet, and at various local ham clubs and 

flea markets.  Sharon, KC1YR, had the rules posted on the website.  The Florida QSO Party guys, 

led by K1TO, went out of their way to help us.  They posted the rules on their website and, in return, 

we strongly encouraged the New England hams to support the Florida QSO party, which was the 

weekend prior to NEQP.  I sent emails out to many clubs around the country and also to Ward, 

N0AX, the contest editor at the time for QST. 

In March, Tom had confirmation from Ken, K1EA, that his CT logging software would be ready to go 

for the contest.  K5DJ also confirmed that Writelog would ready to go in time. 

In the meantime, Tom decided that he would personally put as many counties on the air as possi-

ble, so he installed a mobile setup in his VW bug.  I wish I had a picture of it.  It was quite the site 

with this huge whip sticking out of that little bug.  In an email, Tom wrote: 

Just finished testing my own mobile set-up for the first time this morning.  Worked UA4, OK, and 

9K2 on 10 meters.  No ignition noise ï whoopee! 

By March 31
st
, we had commitments from a number of hams to be active for NEQP.  A Reserve 

Your County page was ready to go on the website. 

On Saturday, April 6
th
, Tom and I gave another presentation at the YCCC meeting.  We had great 

feedback and YCCC voted to sponsor three plaques.  We now had sponsors for about a dozen 

plaques.  We also announced that we had commitments for 50 of the 67 counties at that point. 

I was cranking out emails like crazy to New England hams. 

Jim, K1IR and the YCCC president, sent an email out to the Contest_Prez reflector (does it still ex-

ist?): 

Spread the word to all your club members and beyondé 

Not just another contestéthe New England QSO party is way cool! 

This contest brings together the previously independent QSO party efforts of the six New England 

states.  Now, there will PLENTY of activity ï all at once ï to make this a DO-NOT-MISS contesting 
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event. 

By April, 2002, Ken, K1EA, was sending us beta copies of CT, 

running NEQP.  Both Dennis, NB1B (now W1UE), Tom and I 

managed to find bugs.  Ken also suggested a worthwhile 

change to one of the county abbreviations.   Ken fixed the 

bugs as fast as we could find them. 

Less than one month to go!  Time to think about the design of 

the plaques and certificates.   

I got on the YCCC reflector and asked if there was an artist 

who could design a certificate.  I got a reply from Scott, 

W1QHG.  We kicked several ideas around and the outcome was a fabulous design that is still in 

use today. 

And then there was this email from some guy with the call of N6ZFO.  It was sent to the NEQP 

email address.  Seems he was a good guy, and the VP/Contest Chair of the Northern California 

Contest Club, who wanted to support us.  Bill asked if we had a sponsor for a W6 high-power 

plaque and, if not, he would sponsor it.  Bill ended his email with: 

Congrats on organizing what appears to be a first-class affair.  Iôll make a special effort, starting to-

morrow, to rally the troops.  The idea of a call-area QSO Party is brilliant (I suppose someone could 

say we started that with CQP!). 

By April 16
th
, 2002, we were down to four counties without commitments, and testing the N6TR soft-

ware.   About this time, we also got an offer from K1EA to assist with log checking. 

We started to talk about prizes for the top winners.  From the very beginning, I wanted to see some-

thing associated with New England, as CQP associated wine with California.  We kicked around 

various ideas, such as cartons of Ben and Jerryôs ice cream and Vermont maple syrup, but settled 

on something quite unique for the top prizeééa complete lobster and clam dinner from a legend-

ary New England restaurant by the name of Legal Sea Food. 

Iôll give myself credit for this idea.  Flash back to August, 1990, when I had just accepted a job at 

WBZ, in Boston.  It was a Saturday morning, at our house in El Dorado Hills, California, when the 

doorbell rang and it was a FedEx delivery of a 

complete dinner from Legal Sea Food, from my 

new boss.  Inside were two LIVE lobsters, a 

bunch of clams, REAL New England clam 

chowder, and a bunch of seaweed to put in the 

pot when you boil the lobsters.  Oh, and there 

were also instructions on how to boil a lob-

steré..something a California boy, like me, 

had never done.  In, short, is made for a fabu-

lous Saturday night dinner for my wife and me.  

12 years later, I convinced the Framingham 

ARA to sponsor the top prize, featuring the 
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same dinner.  FARA is still sponsoring this dinner today as the 

top prize for NEQP. 

On April 25th, that same N6ZFO guy wrote an email to Tom 

and me.  Hereôs what Bill wrote: 

An earlier communication to you noted that CQP-NCCC wishes 

to sponsor a plaque for the 2002 NEQP. 

Our board heartily, endorses the idea, and I now formally ask 

you to accept our offer to sponsor a winnerôs plaque in the 

2002 NEQP in the name of CQP-NCCC.  This CQP plaque to be awarded to the top-scoring CA or 

NV station, in any entry class. 

How about the N6ZFO guy?  How about that Northern California Contest Club?  Both made our 

day! 

On May 2
nd
, just two days prior to the first contest, Tom, K1KI, sent out an email blast letting every-

one know that all 67 counties would be activated and all major contest software providers were now 

ready to go with NEQP. 

On the contest weekend, Tom did his multi-county rover thing with that huge whip sticking out of his 

VW Bug.  I operated from my office, at WBZ, in Suffolk County using a G5RV on the roof of the 

building.  Suffolk County is essentially the City of Boston.  Itôs not unlike operating in San Francisco 

County.  Although there were 400-plus hams on the books in this county, getting someone to actual-

ly get on the air, on HF, is about as difficult as it is to do in SF County.  I ended up buried with QSL 

requests from the European county hunters. 

After the contest, we received lots of comments in the logs submitted.  Some compared it to the 

California and Florida QSO parties.  The top out-of-state scorers had around 550 New England 

QSOs.  At least one station worked all 67 counties.  There were no major software issues. 

In the end, we had 260 logs submitted.  Tom took on the log checking and the website article and 

did a fabulous job, just as he continues to do today. 

One point of note, in Tomôs 2002 results article, was this: 

N4PN worked very hard and found all 67 - with the last one being with W1RH/P in Suffolk County 

(Boston city) MA.  Other notable totals were the W6YX, KA6BIM and N0HF multi-ops with 62, 62 

and 60, K6LL with 63, and N4BP with 60. 

In the end, Paul, N4PN, one of the nicest contesters out there, won the grand prize as the top single 

operator (non-New England).  That prize was the lobster dinner.  As hard as I tried to convince Paul 

that lobster is really, really good, he declined the prize but loved the contest. 

Other notable winners included, among others, W6YX, K6LL, and KA6BIM, who won Ben and Jer-

ryôs ice cream for making 250+ QSOôs.  [I wonder who at W6YX got that ice cream?] 

Vermont maple syrup went to those who made 150+ Qôs, and that included N6ZFO and K6RB. 
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Iôll end this with an email, dated April 21
st
, 2003, from that same N6ZFO guy, addressed to Tom and 

me: 

Itôs here: Thanks so much for the beautiful decanter of Vermont Maple syrup, indeed a sweet re-

minder of last yearôs NEQP.  My XYL will have some small flower inserted into the flask in no time at 

all. 

The flavor is delectable ï Iôll probably enjoy it as one would enjoy a good Scotch ï neat and just a 

wee bit at a time. 

Ah, the good old days had to come to an end.  CBS transferred me to Sacramento and my days of 

co-running the New England QSO Party came to an end.  I did, however, print out all of the 2003 

certificates from my office, in Sacramento. 

Support this yearôs NEQP, and 7QP, on May 7-8!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Page 14   Page 14 

 Northern California Contest Club ReflectorðGuidelines 

This reflector is devoted to the discussion of contesting.  

 

This includes contests, station building, dxpeditions, technical questions, contesting questions, am-
ateur radio equipment wants/sales, score posting, amateur radio meetings/conventions, and mem-
bership achievements. 

 

This does not include personal attacks, politics, or off-subject posts which will be considered a vio-
lation of the Guidelines. 

Violations may result in removal of the violator from the reflector and possibly from club member-
ship in good standing. 
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NCCC Annual Awards and Elections took place on Saturday April 23rd at the regular ñTied Houseò 
watering spot in Mountain View.  

NCCC Visitor and guests included: Alan AD6E (AKA KH6TU), Andy AE6Y, Scott AF6RT, Stefan 
AF6SA, Michael DG1CMZ/W6, Sandy DL1QQ, Tom K6EU, Don K6GHA, George K6GT, Dave 
K6KNS, Dick K6LRN, John K6MM, Bob K6XX, Joanna K6YL, Dennis K7GK, Jim K9YC, Chris 
KG6O, Michelle KK6KPW, Gordon KM6I, Bob KR6N, Ric N6AJS, Rick N6DQ, Ron N6IE, Dave 
N6NZ, Rick N6RK, Bob N6TV, Chris N6WM, Bill N6ZFO, Mike N7MH, Gary NA6O, Tom NS6T, 
Tom NW6P, Bob W1RH, Steve W1SRD, Scott W6CT, Rusty W6OAT, Bob W6RGG, Ian W6TCP, 
Kirsten K6WX, Ken W6XB, Mike WA6O, Rich WC6H, Matt WX5S and Charlie W4NJK. 
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W1SRD, K6MM  

AF6RT, WA6O  
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              K6YL with 2014 CQP T-Shirt      AD6E / KH6TU  

NA6O, N7MH  
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W6CT with the mic.  

KK6KPW, K6GT  


